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JW vga, Febraary 3, 1789. P. M. 
Speaker, with, a number of Members, met purſuant to adjourn- 
ment, but not being a quorum, 


A emed until three o clock MEMOS, P. M. 
* * 
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. Wedneſday, Fe e as 1789. P. M. 


ter, with a number of Manke, met purſuant to adjournment, 
ay ing a quorum, _, 


ved until ten o clock Werren A. M. ; Fd 
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27 Tharſ/da 3 February 55 1789. M. 


A quorum of Repreſentatives met. _ +? | 4 | 
/” George Logan, Eſquire, elected a repreſentative for the county of pj; 
fadelphia, ang Alexander. Lowrey, Eſquire, elected a repreſentative for th 
county of Lancaſter, appearing in the Houſe, were ſeverally qualified eq. 
formably to the directions of the conſtitution, and admitted to take thei 
ſeats. F "Ska Þ 

On motion, OW 

Ordered, That Mr. Mare Ir. Philips be a committee, to info 
Council that the Houſe jhei e ready to receive any buſineſs they ny 
have to lay before them. e Oe e, : 

A petition from the Truſtees of Dickinſon College, in the borough of (x. 
liſle, was read, ſetting forth, that the preſent productive funds of the fl 
ſeminary are inſufficient by upwards of /wo hundred pounds per annum to jy 
the ſalaries of the profeſſors, and other neceſſary incidental expences, and thi 
unleſs thellbgiſlature will extend their bounty and foſtering care to this inflit 
tion, they are apprehenſive the many advantages to be derived by diffuſing it 
ful knowledge to the riſing generation will be fruſtrated, and praying til 
Houſe to grant them ſome relief; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, f 
ſame wa! „ 41 r 
: "Order, at it be referred to Mr. Fitaſimons, Mr. Wynkoop and Vi 
Hoge, to report thereon. IS 
A memorial from the wardens of the port of Philadelphia was read, ti 
forth, that by an act paſſed the 4th day of October laſt, entituled * 4 
* for eſtabliſhing a board of wardens for the port of Philadelphia, an 
ot ber purpoſes(therein mentioned,” it was;enacted that all certificates hem 
fore granted to pilots ſhould be in force for one month; and no longer, andi 
all perſons not poſſeſſing legal certificates, and navigating veſſels to or ft 
the port' of Philadelphia, - ſhould pay into the hands of the Tonnage-Otid 
a ſum equal to one fourth: part of the pilotage of ſaid veſſel; that for watt 
ſufficient time being allowed, a number of perfons heretofore poſſeſſing 
tificates as pilots were ſubjected to a loſs of one fourth part of their eam 
until their certificates were renewed, and praying this Houſe to grant tit 
relief in the premiſes; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame 
read the ſecond time . 8 2 en (tne mere et 

Ordered, That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon. 

A f pra" from Robert Beatty, late a collector of public taxes in 
townſhip of Shippen/burg, and; county; of Cumberland, and now confine 
the gapl of the faid county on account of ſums due for taxes collected and 
ceived by him, ſetting forth his incapacity ' to make payment, was 
praying to be releaſed; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame 
ü read the ſecond time. „ „ einne 29107 137271 ee { 

Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of Cu 
land, to report thereon. 


A petition from Joſeph" Barnes, Attorney, in fact of James Rum?) 
read, referring to his memorial read in the late Houſe of Aſſembly, 5! 
ber Ath laſt, and praying an act may be paſſed, granting unto him, hi 
_, ecutors, adminiſtrators and aſſigns, for a term of years, the excluſive 

of making, conſtructing, uſing and vending the ſeveral machines, 1 
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tions, „ engines and devices, by him or in his name defined and ſpecified, 8 | 
gled or to be filed on record before the r ag ſuch law. | 
Ocdered to lie on the table. 1% 

The committee appointed this morning, to informa: Connt- that the 
Houſe being met, are ready to receive any buſineſs they may have to lay be- 
fore them, reported that they had performed the ſervice, and received for 
anſwer, that Council would have ſome buſineſs to lay before vow Houſe to- 
morrow. | | 

On motion of Mr. chr. ſeconded by Mr. Fitz/imons, - | 

Ordered, That Joſeph Barnes, Attorney of James Rumſey, have leave to 
withdraw his JE read in the late Houſe of Aſſembly, September 4th 
laſt. 

Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill, enti- 
uled © An Act to incorporate the Newtown We CE in B ucks coun- 


” 


* ty,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
Adjourned until half paſt nine o clock to-morrow, A. M. 


A.M, 


Friday, February 6, 1789. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
Petitions from 600 inhabitants of the ne of Greenwood, Fer- 
unagh, Milford, Lack, Wayne, Derry and Armagh, in the county of Cum- 
rland, were read, praying that, the bill under conſideration of the late 
louſe of Aſſembly, eadtuled by Af for erecting part of the county 7 
Cumberland into a ſeparate county, may be enacted into a lav. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
A petition from Benjamin Moore, late a collector of public taxes in the 
wnſhip of Lebanon, and county of Dauphin, and now. confined in the 
zul of the ſaid county on account of ſums due for taxes collected and re- 
ved by him, was read, ſetting forth his incapacity to make payment, and 
ing to be releaſed from con nement. N N 
| Ordered to lie on the table. -* © © | 
A petition from Thomas 1. Fal, lte a ſoldier in the alth Pennfyuania 
ziment, was read, ſetting forth, that on the day of the taking of Fort 
ofington he received a wound in his leg, and was made a priſoner; that 
m the unhealed ſtate of his leg he is frequently diſabled from procuring 
livelihood for himſelf and _ -and praying this Houſe to ans him 
ne relief. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
Fetitibns from 1900 citizens 4 dennen of this cottinadawealth were 
praying that ſo much of the act, entituled '** An Act for the preven- 
tion of vice and immorality, and unlawful gaming, and to reftrain diſorderly. 
ports and diſſipation,” as reſtrains a Theatre in or near the city of een '* 
bia for dramatic repreſentations, may be bo e e 
Ordered to lie on the nde. e | 7 - 
On motion, 55 
Ordered, That Mr. MePherſors > and Mr. Robinſon be an to. the com- 
nee apppointed November zd laſt, to examine the laws and minutes of 


Houle, prepare them for publication, and correct them at the preſs. 
A member, 


7 


KEW 3 


A member, agreeably to leave given, read in his place a bill, entitulel 
„% A Supplement to an aft, entituled An Act more effectually to preyey 
« unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork for exportation, and ti 
t regulate the exportation of flax- ſeed, butter, and biſcuit in kegs, and hy. 


ing obtained leave, preſented the ſame to the chair, when it was read, and 


Ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill, entituled © An Act for aſcertaining the fineneſs of gold and fil, 
« and preventing frauds and abuſes in manufactories made thereof,” was rea 
the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthyiy 
publiſhed for conſideration. „ | 

The bill, entituled An Act to incorporate the Newtown Library Com. 
„ pany in Bucks county,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by pan. 
graphs. 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthyit 


publiſhed for conſideration. | 
The bill, entituled An Ad for incorporating the German Luther 
t congregation worſhipping at the church called Zion, in Pikeland townſhip, i 
« tbe county of Cheſter,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by par. 
raphs. SHETTY | h | 
. Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthyith 
. publiſhed for conſideration. e | 
The Secretary of Council attending at the door, was introduced, and pre 
ſented to the chair a meſſage from his Excellency the Preſident and the d. 
preme Executive Council, which was read, as follows, viz. 


4 


- MESSAGE from the PRESIDENT and the SurREME Exgcurini 


1 0 CounciL to the GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
GENTLEMEN, I 


N purſuance of the act of Aſſembly, paſſed the 4th day of OZober li 
Frederick Auguſtus Mublenberg, Henry Wynkoop, Thomas Hartley, Ge 
Clymer, Thomas Fitz/imons, Thomas Scott, Peter Mublenberg, and Dat 
Heiter, have been duly elected to repreſent this ſtate in the Congreſs of t 
| United States; and Edward Hand, George Gibſon, John Arndt, Ce 
Read, Lawrence Keene, James Wilſon, James O Harra, David Grier, San 
Potts, and Alexander Graydon, have been duly choſen as Electors, in bei 
— this ſtate, to ballot, for a Preſident and Vice-Preſident of the Unit 
tates. ä | r 3. 4. 
No ſpecific fund has been aſſigned by law for payment of the allowad 
gr anted to diſabled penſioner 8. — The Treaſurer — hitherto ſatisfied. ſu 
claims out of the unappropriated funds of the ſtate, but the immedi 
charges againſt thoſe funds have of late fo greatly accumulated, that i 
found improper to continue the additional payments to the penſioners; m 
eſpecially as a diminution of the faid funds will neceſſarily be produced by! 
operation of the new government. If, therefore, it is intended, that tht 
lowances to the corps of invalids and to other penſioners of the ſtate | 
continued, it will be neceſſary to make proviſion by law for thoſe purpoſe 
The difficulties which frequently occur from the preſent confuſed ſtate 


our laws render, in our opinion, a reviſion and arrangement of the, ads 
. ; | 71 : RP / 4 1 ebe 


E 
General Aſſembly highly proper.—Aherations are often made by acts, whoſe 
titles bear no relation to the act which is altered. Some acts have become 
obſolete, from the change or ceſſation of their objects, and many have ex - 
pired by their on limitations, — while the conſtant multiplication of ſupple - 
nents has greatly increaſed the ſiae and perplexity of our code of laws. We 
irc therefore of opinion, that the appointment of à perſon of competent 
legal talents to digeſt and arrange them into a regular and conciſe ſyſtem will 
xe of public utility.” , vu ITE fl Loon e 45 7 N 

We are informed ed that many anduſtrious inhabitants, who are tonſcienciou 
,ppoſed to the teſt law, and who conſider it as creating an invidiqus-an 
;mproper diſtinction between citigen and citizen, have left the ſtate, and that 
nany others of the fame opinion are preparing to follow them. While out 
eighbours are giving every encouragement-to ſettlers within their bounda- 
ies, the legiſlature of Pennfy/vania will no doubt endeayour to remove 
auſes of uneaſineſs on the part of her citizens, ſo far, at leaſt, as is conſiſtent 
with the ſecurity and reputation of the tate. n 4 

As the act of Aſſembly, entituled An AF ſor | facilitating the re- 
© demption of the bulls of credit emitted in the. year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the funded debt of the flate, by 
the ſpeedy collection of the arrearages due for unpatented lands, which were 
* bcated before the declaration of independency,” will expire on the tenth day 
April next, we recommend the extenſion of that law in the preſent ſeſ- 
on; and ſubmit to the conſideration of the General Aſſembly, the expediency 
f limiting the time for receiving in the Land-Office Aries which have 
ot been given for original debts of the ſtate. | 


7 


TI : 0 5 . f | - . v 
ill naturally call their attention to that quarter. A communication between 


reſque-Tfle (which is included in that purchaſe) and the city of Philadelphia, 
ill, in our opinion, prove of the greateſt utility to the public. That com- 
nication may be beſt effected by joining the heads of the weſt branch of 
u/quebanna with the ſources of the Allegany river, between which, it is ſaid, 
ere is a ſhort portage. The moſt convenient portage from the Suſquehanna 


between the Swatara and Tulpeboccon. . 
We are informed that the river Delaware, at a very moderate expence, 
be made navigable to the northern extremity of Pennſylvania, by which 
ans an extenſive country, at this time containing many valuable ſettle- 
ets, and hitherto of little uſe to the ſtate, will be brought to communi- 
with the capital, and afford a conſiderable ſupply of thoſe articles which 
n the principal ſtaples of Pennhluania. EIS 


* 


IpeQable citizens wiſh for a continuation of the ſame road by Huntingdon, 
| down Funiata. Council are of opinion, that the roads propoſed: would 
deneficial to the public. „„ 
The navigation of the Lehigh, and the roads leading from thence to Neſ- 
ect and Wyoming, on the caſt branch of Suſquehanna, are allo objects of 
anderable conſequence to the trade of the ſtate. 
A letter from his Excellency Beverly Randotþh, Eſquire, incloſing a letter 


@, by the way of Sunbury and Reading, are herewith tranſmitted. Many 


The improvement of the public roads being under the conſideration of the 
eneral Aſſembly, the late purchaſe of land on the ſouth fide of Lale Erie 


the Schylkill has been thought, by perſons of credit and information, to 


bereral petitions for the continuation of the Frantfown road to Pbiladel. 


a the Speakers of the Senate and General Aſſembly of the ſtate of Yirgi- 
F i of Op „ Ma 


N 
222 Ae ee 1 & « = 
7 r 


1 


nia, with a copy of the application agreed to by the General Aſſembly u 
be made to the Congreſs of the United States A letter from Henry Kun 
Eſquire, Secretary at war, with the act of Congreſs of the 12th of Aug 
laſt, to which it refers.—The petition of Ebenezer Frothingham, in behalf 
of himſelf and other officers. —A repreſentation from the auQioneerg of th 
city and liberties of Philadelphia, relative to a diminution of a branch of th 
public revenue.—The report of a committee of Council, appointed to it 
the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia. — A letter from Thomas Se 
Eſquire, lately elected a repreſentative of this ſtate in the Congreſs of th 
United States, containing his reſignation.— And the Comptroller-Generg} 
report of the annual expence of the corps of invalids, excluſive of their pe. 
fions, with an eſtimate of 'the expence of performing the ſervices required 
that corps by watchmen, under the direction of the city wardens, are her- 


with tranſmitted, | Fa 
THOMA S MIFFLIN. 


CounciL-CHAMBER, 
- Philadelphia, February 6th, 1789. 


And the ſeveral papers therewith tranſmitted were alſo read, 


„ - , y = a n 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to*morrow, A. M. 


| Saturday, February 7, 1789. A. M. 
| The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. _ 
[ A petition from Francis Mentges was read, ſetting forth, that in 4illſ 
1786, he was appointed, by the Supreme Executive Council, Inſp 
| General of the militia of this ſtate, the duties of which he entered u 
| and exerciſed for a long time, and was allowed by the laſt Houſe of Afﬀen 
| bly the ſum of one hundred pounds; that in performing the duties of li 
office, he was neceſſarily obliged to undertake ſeveral journies at his oi 
| coſt and charge, and as he hath not received an adequate compenſation, Wl. 
| prays this Houſe to take the premiſes into conſideration, and grant him 
lief. 1 0 
; Ordered to lie on the table. 2 
| A memorial and petition from divers owners and occupiers of banked me N 
| dow grounds on the rivers Delaware and Schuylkill, in the vicinity of Phu 
| delphia, was read, ſetting forth, that while the ſaid meadow grounds were} 
| duQive the owners were among the foremoſt to diſcharge their taxes, 
| continued their payments even after their produce would not defray their 
| pence. That repeated ſtorms and inundations, theretofore unknown, 10 
now rendered their meadows uſeleſs to them, and diſabled many of i 
| owners from paying their taxes, either to the ſtate, or thoſe laid for rep 
That all are greatly injured and many ruined by theſe calamitous cir 
3 ſtances. That unleſs they are eaſed of the great burthens now laid on 
| 1 ſpecies of property (which, though once valuable, is now reduced to 3' 
Þ low price) the owners will be totally unable to render their property uk 
| _ to themſelves or the community, by which the benefits ariſing to the 
; from this kind of property in its vicinity, as well as to the ſtate fron 
| produce, will be loſt, as it muſt lie neglected, from the general inabili 
| : 
; 
| 
| 
| 


* 


1 
e owners and occupiers, unleſs aſſiſted therein, to repair the great and un- 
ommon damage and loſſes they have ſuſtained. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | Is; 
A petition from Robert Wilſon, of the ſtate of Maryland, was read, ſet- 
ag forth, that he is deſirous of removing to and becoming an inhabitant of 
is ſtate ; that being poſſeſſed of a few negroes, whom he is unwilling to ſell, 
cannot remove into this ſtate without the interference of the Legiſlature; 
erefore praying an act may be paſſed for permitting the regiſtering of ſaid 
grOes. 7:5 Ong 1 + | 
l Ordered to lie on the table. Tee | Ta 
A petition from the Juſtices of the Peace, Grand Jury, and ſundry other of 
e inhabitants of Fran&/in county, was read, praying a ſum of money may be 
anted for opening and making a road from one Hoſact's mill, in Franklin 
wnſhip, Tor county, through Black's gap, to a place called Sharp's tavern, 
Franklin county, about four miles from Chamberſburgh. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
The meſſage from the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council, read 
ſterday, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 5 | 
Ordered, That that part of the meſſage, which relates to penſioners and 
alids, be referred to the committee on ways and means, to report thereon. 
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Hage be a committee on 
t part of the meſſage, which reſpects a reviſion and arrangement of the 
s of General Aſſembly, and the appointment of a perſon of competent 
al talents to digeſt and arrange them into a regular and conciſe ſyſtem, 
| to report thereon. | 5 
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. M*Lene be a commit- 
on that part of the meſſage relative to a reviſion of the teſt law, and to 
ort thereon. 95 ' 
Ordered, That that part of the meſſage which recommends an extenſion 
the time for the payment of arrearages due for unpatented lands, and 
expediency of limiting the time for receiving in the land- office certifi- 
s which have not been given for original debts of the ſtate, be referred 
Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Balliot, 
, Marſhall and Mr. Johnſon, to report thereon. _ | 5 
ordered, That that part of the meſſage which reſpects the improvement 
continuation of the public roads, the opening a communication between 
beads of the weſt branch of Su/quebanna with the ſources of the Allegany, 
deen the waters of the Swatara and Tulpeboccon, and the navigation of 
nver Delaware to the northern extremity of the ſtate, be referred to Mr. 
mene, Mr. M*Pherſon, Mr. Foulke, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Dering, Mr. 
tellan, Mr. Beale, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Ibrie, Mr. Saylor, Mr. White, Mr. 
Mr. Marſhall, Mr. Philips, Mr. M. Lene, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Carſon, 
Gore and Mr. Davidſon, to report thereon. 15 | 
hraered, That the letter from Henry Knox, Eſquire, Secretary at War, 
the act of Congreſs of the twelfth of Auguſt laſt, to which it re- 
de referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Broad- 


0 c and Mr. Piper, with inſtructions to confer with Council, and report 
wi | | | A Ke r 
* 4 dered, That the petition of Ebenezer Frothingham be referred to Mr. 


Yovell, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Broadbead, to report thereon, 


ob 


/ 


1 38 2 


Or dered, That the repreſentation of the Auctioneers of the city and ib 
ties of Philadelphia be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Balliot and Mr. Hy, 
report thereon. „ | Piers, 06/08 4 
. Ordered, That the report of the committee of Council, appointed to yi 
the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, be referred to Mr, C 
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M Dowell, Mr. Hoge, Mr. M*Lene and y 
Lallar, to report thereon. _ a ee 
Ordered, That the Comptroller-General's report of the annual exper. 
of the corps of invalids, excluſive of their penſions, with an eftimat; 
the expence of performing the like ſervices by watchmen, under the diregi 
of the City Wardens, be referred to the committee on ways and mean, 1 
report thereon. e 6 N e 
The letter from his Excellency Beverly Randolph, Eſquire, and thei 
cloſures, were read the ſecond time, as follows, vzz. 


Is COUNCIL, December 24, 1788. 
„ 5 5 
DO myſelf the honor to encloſe to your Excellency a letter fi 
the General Aſſembly of this ſtate, encloſing a copy of the 1 a 
agreed to by that honorable body to be made to the Congreſs of the Uni 
States, which I requeſt the favour of you to lay before the legillatur 
your ſtate as early as poſſible. 1 LAS 
J have the honor to be, 
BY 5 OY 
With great reſpect, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient ſervant, 


BEVERLY RANDOLPH 


VIRGINIA, 0 wit: 
In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
Y FRIDAY, the 20th November, 1788. 
-,RiESOLFED,. 


HAT an application be made, in the name and on behalf d 
legiſlature of this commonwealth, to the Congreſs of the U 

States, in the words following, to wit: ag | 
The good people of this commonwealth, in Convention aſſembled, 
< ing ratified the conſtitution ſubmitted to their conſideration, this le 
« ture has, in conformity to that act, and the reſolutions of the U 
«« States in Congreſs aſſembled, to them tranſmitted, thought prope 
make the arrangements that were neceſſary for carrying it into effe 
Having thus ſhewn themſelves obedient to the voice of their conſtiti 
all America will find, that ſo far as it depended on them, that plan © 
s yernment will be carried into immediate operation. But the ſenſe 0 
«« people of Virginia would be but in part complied with, and but lit 
 <«« 'garded, if we went no farther. In the very moment of adoption 
coeval with the ratification of the new plan of government, the g 
voice of the Convention of this ſtate pointed to objects no leſs int 


= To 


ing to the people we repreſent, and equally entitled to our attention. At the 
fame time that, from motives of affection to our ſiſter ſtates, the Conven- 
tion yielded their aſſent to the ratification, they gave the moſt unequivocal 
roofs that they dreaded its operation under the preſent form. In ac- 
ceding to the government under this impreſſion, painful muſt have been 
the proſpect, had they not derived conſolation from a full expectation of its 
imperfections being ſpeedily amended. In this reſource, therefore, they 
placed their confidence—a confidence, that will continue to ſupport them, 
whilſt they have reaſon to believe they have not calculated upon it in vain. 
In making known to you the objections of the people of this common- 
wealth to the new plan of government, we deem it unneceſſary to enter 
into a particular detail of its defects, which they conſider as involving all 
the great and unalienable rights of freemen: for their ſenſe on this ſubſect, 
we refer you to the proceedings of their late Convention, and the ſenſe of 
the Houſe of Delegates, as expreſſed in their reſolutions of the zoth day of 
Odober, 1788. We think proper however to declare, that in our 6pinion, 
2s thoſe objections were not founded in ſpeculative theory, but deduced 
from principles which have been eſtabliſhed by the melancholy example 
of other nations in different ages, —ſo they will never be removed, until 
the: cauſe itſelf ſhall ceaſe to exiſt. The ſooner therefore the public ap- 
prehenſions are quieted, and the government is poſſeſſed of the confidence 
of the people, the more ſalutary will be its operations, and the longer its 
duration. The cauſe of amendments we conſider as a common cauſe ; 
and fince conceſſions have been made from political motives, which we 
conceive may .endanger the republic, we truſt that a commendable 
zeal will be ſhewn for obtaining thoſe proviſions, which experience has 
taught us are neceſſary to ſecure from danger the unalienable. rights 
of human nature. The anxiety with which our countrymen preſs for 
the accompliſhment of this important end will ill admit of delay. The 
low forms of congreſſional diſcuſſion and recommendation, if indeed 
they ſhould ever agree to any change, would, we fear, be leſs certain of 

ſucceſs. Happily for their wiſhes, the conſtitution hath preſented an 
alternative, by admitting the ſubmiſſion to a convention of the ſtates. 
To this therefore we reſort, as the ſource from whence they are to 
derive relief from their preſent apprehenſions. We do therefore, in 
behalf of our conſtituents, in the moſt earneſt and ſolemn manner, make 
this application to Congreſs, that a Convention be immediately called, of 
deputies from the ſeveral ſtates, with full power to take into their con- 
ideration the defects of this conſtitution that have been ſuggeſted by 
the ſtate conventions, and report ſuch amendments thereto, as they ſhall 
ind beſt ſuited to promote our common intereſts, and ſecure to our- 
elves, and our lateſt poſterity, the great and unalienable rights of man- 


kind,” a 
; Signed, 25 order and on behalf of the General Aſſembly, 
Io HN JONES-8: 6: 
THOMAS MATHEWS, S. H. D. 


Q 1 VIII, 
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VIRGINIA, a Wit 
In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 


FRIDAY, the 2015 November, 1788. 
S JI X. 


H E freemen of this commonwealth, in Convention aſſembly 
having, at the ſame time that they ratified the fœderal confin, 

tion, expreſſed a defire that many parts which they conſidered as erg 
tionable ſhould be amended, the General Aſſembly, as well from a fen 
of their duty, as a conviction of its defects, have thought proper to take te 
earlieſt meaſures in their power for the accompliſhment of this importyy 
object. They have accordingly agreed upon an application, to be preſent 
to the Congreſs ſo ſoon as it ſhall be aſſembled, requeſting that honor) 
body to call a convention of deputies from the ſeveral ſtates, to take th 
— into their conſideration, and report ſuch amendments as they ſhall in 
beſt calculated to anſwer the purpoſe. As we. conceive that all the gy 
people of the United States are equally intereſted in obtaining thoſe amen 
ments that have been propoſed, we truſt that there will be an bang 
their ſentiments and meaſures upon this very intereſting ſubject. We be 
with tranſmit to you a copy of this application, and take the liberty tot 
Join our earneſt wiſhes that it may have your concurrence. 


Signed, by order and on bebalf of the General A Seni), 


JOHN JONES, S. 5. 
THOMAS MATHEWS, S. H.) 


On the queſtion,—* 8 ball the fame be referred to a 4 


| Yeas and Nays were called * Me. M. Lene and Mr. Hage, and we 
follow, vis. ; 


r r A . n Pp ial s. 


| 
JJ ----..; 5 * Alexander Wright, | 
2 Thomas Kennedy, © o Jobn Gilchreeſt, _ 
3 Thomas Beale, 11 Theophilus Philips, 
4 Jonatban Hoge, 12 James M. Lene, 
5 Jobn Piper, . a4, ames Jobnſon, ; 
6 Wikban Toda, '* i 14 Jacob Miley, 
7 James Marſpall, PAM rs 15 Adam Ortb. 2 
8 James Alliſon, ' | 
ens 5:59:5;; N Ai * 8. 
1 George Ciymer, 10 Goals Wynkoop, 
2 Thomas Fitz/imons, N Chapman, 
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer, alentine Upp 
4 Lawrence Sickle, i : Samuel Foulke | 
5 Wilkam Lewis, * © 14 Richard Thomas, 
6 Witham M*Pherfon, 15 James Moore, 
N Jobn Salter, 8 16 Mark Wilcox, C 
8 George Logan, 5 17 John M<Dowell, 


9 Witham Robinſon, jun. 18 Caleb James, 


L ** 1 


NAY 8. 2 n. 
19 Richard Downing, jun. 29 Peter Eater, 

20 Alexander Lowrey, 30 Conrad Ibrie, 

21 James C lemſon, 31 S tepben Balkot. 

22 Jobn Hoplins, 32 Jacob Saylor, 

23 James Cunningbam, 33 Jobn Nevuil, 

24 Jacob Erb, 34 Jacob Reiff, 

25 Thomas Lilley, 35 Robert Lollar, 

26 Joſeph Sands, 36 Peter Richards, 
27 Daniel Broadbead. 37 Tonathan Roberts, 
28 Peter Trexler, jun. 38 n Gore. 


So it was carried 1 in the negative. 


The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the HEN of John Cart, poſt- 
ned November 4th laſt. 


Ordered, That it be A to the committee on claims, to report 
bereon. 

The petitions from 1900 citizens and FOOT: of this commicetvrintith, re- 
tive to the ore oben the theatre, read . were read the ſecond 


me. 


On the queſtion, —** Shall the Jaid petitions be referred to a committee nm 
It was carried in the negative. 

The committee appointed November 13th laſt, on that part of the r. 
e from Council, which reſpects the recommendation of Congreſs con- 


ung the importation of convicts into the ſtates from the r c- 
D. ons, made report, which was read, and 


Ordered to lie on the table. | 
AM be bill, entituled ** 4 Supplement to an 455 el ex An- Ad more 
* effectually to prevent unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork - 
for exportation, and to regulate the exportation of flax-ſeed, butter, and 
diſcuit in kegs, was read the ſecond time, and debated by paragraphs. 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a chird reading. and. forthwith 
bliſhed for conſideration. 


Adjourned until three 0 clock on aua next, P. M. 


* 


ALLELE EEE ES LA 


Mines; Febratry 9, 1 789. "Bo M. 


he Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
\ petition from Jobn Lytle, of the county of Adair was. read, 
g forth, that in the year 1774 he mortgaged the plantation e e 
dwells to the Truſtees of the Loan-Office, for the ſum of one hundred 
weng four pounds, and paid the annual inſtalments until the year 1778, 
, by the incurfion of the Indians, he and his family were obliged to leave 
r babitations, and fly for ſafety to the interior parts of the ſtate; that af- 
rds, in £779, he was taken priſoner by a body of Britsſh and Indians, 
remained in 61 tivity nearly Pour years; that during theſe periods he 
incapacitated rom — any further. payments, and ſtating yy w 
ability 


FF &@&T 


ability at this me! therefore praying he may be exonerated from the © py 
ment thereof, or ſuch part as this Houſe may judge proper. 
'- Ordered to lie on the table. 

A petition from Samuel Lehman, collector of taxes within the Nor 
Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, was read, ſetting forth, that he we 
robbed of the ſum of ninety-eight pounds fifteen ſhillings and three Mar 
received by him in payment of taxes, and praying the amount thereof ny 
be placed to his credit, in the ſettlement of his accounts. 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

A petition from John Fitch was read, remonſtrating ind the prayer a 
the petition of Foſeph Barnes, attorney in fact of ames Rumſey, read Febru 
5th; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame, together with the | * 
tion of Jeſeph Barnes, were read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Clymer, - Mr. Lem Mr. Downiy 
Mr. Hoge and Mr, Nevuil, to report thereon. 

A petition from the commiſſioners of the county of Northumberland 
read, ſetting forth, that the ſum of eight hundred pounds was granted in 
year 1774, by an act of the General Aſſembly, for the purpoſe of ery 
and building a court-houſe'and priſon within the ſaid county; that from 
preſent inability of the' inhabitants of ſaid county, they conceive them u 
Able to diſcharge. the aforeſaid debt; therefore praying they may be exone 
ed from the payment thereof, as well as a proportionable part of the qu 
aſſeſſed upon the ſaid inhabitants by the act, entituled “ An Ad for ſun 
* ing the quota of this ſtate 3 paying the annual intereſt of the debts if 
United States, and for funding and paying the intereſt of the public debt 
this flate,” which they apprehend ought to be aſſeſſed and levied upon 
inhabitants and taxable property within the connty of Luzerne; 

n Orderęd to lie on 1 \table. . +: 
The petition. of 996 inhabitants of the county af Alles 
: Novemheri2oth laſt, was read the ſecond time. 

Orgered, That it be.referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. McDowell, Mr. 9 
Mr, Lilley V. Mr. Ibrie, Mr. Piper and Mr. Philips, to report thereon. 

The petition of 600 inhabitants of the townſhips of Greenwood, F 
nagh, Milford, Lack, Wayne, Derry and Armagh, in the county of Cunl 
Land, read February 6th, was read the ſecond time, 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Thomas, Mr. L 
Mr. Brie, Mr. Piper, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Philips, to report thereon. 

The petition of Benjamin Moore, read February 6th, was read the ſe 
time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr.. 8 Mr. Lilly and Mr. 
ſhall, to report thereon.” © 

The petition of divers owners: and occupiers of e meadow gro 
on the rivers Delaware and Schuylkill, in the vicini oy of . Philadelphia 
7 February 7 th, was read the ſecond time. 
5 * Ortlered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. num, Mr. 7! 
5 Mr. Mar ſhall and Mr. M*Lene, to report there. 
The en of 7. bamas M*Fall, read February 6th, was read the 
ik! 5 * a 
| Ordered, "That it be referred to the. committee on n claims, to W. 


* 


me. | 
On the queſtion, —** Shall the ſame be referred to a committee?” 


It was carried in the negative. Whereupon, 

On motion, | | ; 4 
Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 
The repreſentation of the Judges of the Supreme Court, read November 
t laſt, was read the ſecond time. 25 45 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfmons, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop, 
. M. Lene and Mr. Lollar, to report thereon. | 
Tranſcripts of the aſſeſſments levied upon the taxable property and per- 
s within the city and county of Philadelphia were preſented to the 

ur, and | | L 
= 0rdered-to lie on the table. F 
he committee appointed February 7th, .on that part of the meſſage re- 
ing the teſt law, made report, which was read, and 
Ordered to lie on the tabe. Ee | 
he committee appointed. February 7th, on the repreſentation of the. auc- 
eers of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, made report, which was 
, and ONS he. . 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The report of the committee read February 7th, on that part of the meſ- 
of the 12th day of November laſt, which reſpects the recommendation 
Congreſs concerning the importation of convicts into the ſtates from the 
1p dominions, was read the ſecond time:  Whereupon, | 
olved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
> a law, for the more effectually preventing the importation and intro- 
tion into this commonwealth of. felons. convict; and of other malefac- 


* 


ring in a bill. conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 

On motion, | 165 n e n e 
Irdered, That to-morrow be aſſigned for the third reading of the bill, en- 
led © An AF to enable aliens to purchaſe and hold real eftates within this 


mmonwealth,” and that it be the order for the day. 
journed until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Tueſday, February 10, 1789. A. M. 
e Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. Mos 
petition from a number of the inhabitants of the counties of ede N 
ind Luzerne was* read, praying that a ſum of money may be granted for 
g out and making a road from Jacob Heller's, about two miles on the 
b fide of the Vind Gap of the Blue Mountains, to the ſouth fide of the 
p, there to meet a road from the Water Gap of the Lehigh, and from 
ce to go through the faid Swamp to Wilkeſbarre, in the ſaid county of 


= 


TMe; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond 
red, That it be referred to Mr. Firz/imons, Mr. M*Pherſon, Mr. 
Erie, Mr. Sayhr, Mr. White, Mr. Iruin, Mr. Marſball, Mr. Philips, 


The petition of Robert Wilſon, read February 7th, was read the ſecond = 


ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hage and Mr: M. Lene be a committee, 


Ke, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Dering, Mr. M*C/e/lan, Mr. Beale, Mr. Ludwig, 
R | Mr. 


[64 J 
Mr. i Mr. Roberts, Mr. Carſon, Mr. Gore and Mr. Davy ion, to 
port thereon. 
A letter from Timothy Pickering, Eſquire, and others, concurring with 
prayer of the aforeſaid - petition, was read; and on a and by ſpeg 
order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to the laſt named committee, to je 
thereon. 
A. petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Luzerne wis u. 
praying the ſaid county may be divided into four Gftrice, for the pant 
olding their general elections. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
A petition from Daniel Murpby, late a Captain in the navy of this by 
was read, referring to his petition preſented to a former Houſe of Aſſen 
and praying he may be allowed the depreciation due on his pay. 
Ordered 'to lie on the table. | | 
A memorial from the Managers of the Houſe of Employment and 4 
Houſe for the guardians of the poor in the city of Philadelphia was read, 
monſtrating againſt the petition from 485 inhabitants of the townſhipef i 
Northern Liberties, read November 17th laſt, and praying that a commit 
may be appointed to viſit and inſpect the Houſe of Employment and A 
Houſe, and its affairs, at preſent under their ſuperintendance. 
Ordered' to lie on the table. 
The petition of the commiſſioners of Northumberland county, an ' 
day, was read the ſecond time. 
Oraered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Ealer and Mr. Mil 
to report thereon. | 
The petition of Jaobn Lytle, 1 yeſterday, was read the ſecond tim: 
Ordered; That it be referred to Mr. Broadbead, Mr. Todd and Mr. N 
to report thereon. 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe: reported a bill, entituled © 
Act to prevent the importation of. convitts into thts commonwealth, Wi 
was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The bill, entituled © An 2 fo eee 4 volunteer company of artilk 
2 5 city of Philadelphia,” was read the third time, and conſidered by | 
raphs. 
g Ordered, That it be engtoſſed, Gor the oarnoſe of being enacted i 
law. 
The bill, entituled . An AG to enable aliens to purchaſe and bol 
« eftates within this commonwealth,” was read the third time, and conſi 
by paragraphs. _ 
- Ordered, That it be RA for the purpoſe of being enacted i | 
LW: 
 Adjogrned, until ten o'clock to-morrow, A.M. 
2 } 


— February 17, 1709. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A petition from divers Juſtices of the Peace for the county of Buci 
; read, ſetting. forth, that by the increaſe of buſineſs in the Court of Col 
th as in. the week alloted for . ſaid; Court ſufficient. time a 


a 


! 
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corded for that purpoſe, therefore praying that the Quarter Seſſions may 
e opened on Monday, and cloſed on Wedneſday, whereby one day more will 


de gained to the Courts of Common Pleas; and on motion, and by ſpecial 
order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. | 
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of Bucks, 
o report thereon. ! : | 

A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Bucks was read, re- 
onſtrating againſt, the conduct of Thomas Dyer, Eſquire, a Juſtice of the 
ace in and for the ſaid county, and praying he may be diſmiſſed from his 
ice. 1 | 

a Ordered to lie on the table. | T7 

A certificate from Peter Caſner and others, inhabitants of the county of 
cli, was read, ſetting forth, that they are informed that a petition hath 
en preſented to the General Aſſembly, ſaid to be ſigned by them, againſt 
bomas Dyer, Eſquire, a Juſtice of the Peace for ſaid county, and diſavow- 
g the ſame as not being their act. 

Ordered to lie on the table.. | 
A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Cheſter was read, re- 
onſtrating againſt the act, entituled An A# concerning cattle, horſes and 
ſheep, treſpaſſing within this province,” and praying the ſame may be alter- 
, ſo as to enable the perſon taking up cattle, horſes or ſheep treſpaſſing 
wing duly advertiſed them, and no claimant appearing) to deliver them to 
: Overſeers of the poor, for the purpoſe! of being ſold, and that the mo- 

ariſing from ſuch ſales be applied as the ſaid act directs. 

Ordered to lie on the table. LOL 1 97" 

A remonſtrance: from the freeholders and others, inhabitants of the town- 
> of the Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, of a fimilar tenor 
th their petition read November 17th laſt, and praying this Houle to take 
premiſes into confideration, was read; and on motion, and by ſpecial 
ler, the ſaid remonſtrance and petition, together with the memorial of the 
nagers of the Houſe of Employment and Alms Houſe, read yeſterday, 
re ſeverally read the ſecond time. | 565 

Urdered, That they be referred to Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. M*Pher/ſon, Mr. 
mop, Mr. M*Dowell, Mr. Hage, Mr. Sands and Mr. Johnſon, to report 
reon, 

he petition of the freeholders and inhabitants of the townſhip of Moy- 
Ming, in the county of Philadelphia, read in the late Houſe February 
h laſt, was preſented to the chair, and read; and on motion, and by 
al order, the ſame was read the ſecond tine. Us 4 
Urdered, That it, with all other petitions on the files relating to ſaid ſub- 
be referred to the laſt named committee, to report thereon. 

i petition of Benjamin Mavy, read November 20th laſt, was read the 
Nd time. i | 1 WY 6 
7 25 That it be referred to Mr. Hoge, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Orth, to 
rt t nien b A F 7 1 W 
1 he petition of John Weitzel, read in a former Houſe of Aſſembly No- 

* WW 25th, 1785, was preſented to the chair, read, and l ö 
Ordered to lie on the table. . 

Buche petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Lugerne, read yeſter- 
f Cool Was read the fecond time. „ e eee, LATED LLCs 
imeg Ordered, 

alli 5 


Council. 


| ſame, vi. 


. 

Ordered, That it ba referred to Mr. Gilchreef, Mr. Mily and Mr. Gore, 
report thereon. 

The petition of Samuel Tes, read November och, was read the fecon 
time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of Phila, 
pbia, to report thereon. 

A motion was made by Mr. che and ſeconded by Mr. Marſhall, 

To re- conſider the vote of the Houſe on the 7th inſtant, againſt a comm. 
ment of the petitions of 1900 citizens and freemen of this commonyezlt, 
for the eſtabliſhment of a Theatre in or near this city. | 

Which was carried in the afficmative. Whereupon, 

On motion, | 

Ordered, That the ſaid petitions be referred to the city members to repo 
thereon. 

On motion, | 

Ordered, That Mr. ROY Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. M. Lene be a cn 
mittee, to confer with Council on the ſubje& of the letter 8525 Thu 
Scott, Eſquire, containing his reſignation. 

The report of the committee on claims, read November 21ſt laſt, Was rex 
the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, wz. 

The committee of claims report, upon the petition of F rances Ramie, i 
this Houſe can afford her no relief for the loſs of her perſonal property, 
ſtated in her petition, though ſuch. relief be provided for in the layk 
quieting diſturbances in the county of Luzerne, and therefore reconime 
that the petitioner have leave to withdraw her petition. 

Upon the petition of Martin Fugiez and George Rutter, the committee 
of opinion that the petitioners ought to apply to their employers, and ha 
leave to withdraw their petition... _ 

Upon the petition of Coriſtian Helm, they find that his apprentice enliſt 
after the expiration of the law that made proviſion for compenſating tl 
maſters of ſervants or apprentices. enliſted into the army, and therefore 
prayer of his petition cannot be granted. 

Upon the petition of Fo/ſeph Perkins and eden Morrow, they 
commend that the ſaid .petition be tranſmitted to the Supreme Exccuiſ 


The bill, entituled “ An Act to repeal an a, entituled“ An Ad 
ſuſpend the powers of the Truſtees of Weſtmoreland county, was read 
third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be Gy N for the 1 of being enacted int 
law. 

The bill, entituled “ An Ad for granting fa the corporation of the Mi 
« flers, Veſtrymen and Church Wardens: of the German Lutheran congreg4 
„ in and near the city of Philadelphia, in tbe fate of Pennſylvania, cr! 
« [lands therein mentioned, Jor endowing a free School, for the uſe of tht} 
« of the ſaid congregation,” was read the third time, and conſidered by pe 
graphs. ! 

Ordered, That it be Wa for the purpoſe Us being enacted int 
WW | 
The. following bills having been brought i in engroſſed. were ſeverally ce 4 
pared at the table, enacted into Nen, and the Speaker directed to ſign 


L WP 3 

An ACT to efablifh a volunteer company of artillery in the city of Philla- 
0 AC T ts enable aliens 75 frerchaſe and hold real eftates within this 3 
BW ĩ˙»1 


Thurſday, February 12, 1789. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
Thomas Clingan and Michael Schmyſer, Eſquires, elected Repreſentatives 
xr the county of York, appearing in the Houſe, were ſeverally qualified 
onformably to the directions of the conſtitution, and admitted to take their 
_” EM | ; . | | 
A petition from Ern/i Ludwig Baiſch was read, ſtating the many loſſes he 
s ſuſtained in trade, and praying leave to bring in a bill, authoriſing him, 
way of lottery, to diſpoſe of a large quantity of books for the purpoſe of 
ing his debts. I | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 25 | 
A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Northampton, owners 
land at and near Wyoming, was read, praying the act, entituled An 
AR for aſcertaining and confirmng to certain perſons, called Connecticut 
Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for + 
other purpoſes therein mentioned, paſſed the twenty-eighth day of March, 
67, may be repealed. _— 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | „ 
A petition from 83 inhabitants of the county of Northampton was read, 
ting forth, that many valuable citizens of this ſtate have been diveſted of 
ir property by the act, entituled An AF for aſcertaining and confirm- 
mp to certain perſons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them 
claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpoſes therein mention- 
for which no compenſation hath been made them; and praying that 
equivalent for ſuch property may be given them, either in lands equal 
ralue, quantity, quality and ſituation conſidered, or the amount thereof 
u by the public in three or four yearly payments. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


| 


NC 


On motion, 5 6 6 
Urdered, That Mr. Richards have leave of abſence. 
The petition of Jobn Weitzel, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 
n the queſtion,—** Shall the ſame be referred to a committee? — 
twas carried in the negative: Whereupon, 
rdered, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 
he petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Cheſter, read yeſter- 
Wh was read the ſecond time. 

Irdered, That it be referred to Mr. Thomas, Mr. Erb and Mr. Trexler, 
port thereon. | 
On motion, 1 
dered, That Mr. Clingan be added to the committee appointed February 
on that part of the meſſage which reſpects the improvement of the 
ue roads, &c. in the room of Mr. M*C/e/lan. 

+ Ordered, 


5 


in the county of Cheſter,” was read the ſecond time, and debated by p 


granted for opening and making a road from Hoſack's mill, in Fra 


of the Peace, Grand Jury, and ſundry others of the inhabitants of Fr: 
county, read February 7th, be referred to the committee appointed on 


berland and Luzerne, were read, praying that ſome money may beg 


6: 08” 3 : 
Ordered, That Mr. Broadbead and. Mr. Irwin be added. to. the commity 


appointed February gth, on the petition of divers owners and occupier, g 
banked meadow grounds on the rivers. Delaware and Schuylkill, in the com. 


ty of Philadelphia. | | in. 3 
The committee appointed February gth, on the petition of Beyjapy 
Moore,: rhade report, which was read ; and on motion, and by ſpecial orge 
the ſame was read the ſecond time: Whereupon, 9 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in' a bill for the pu. 
poſe of releaſing Benjamin Moore, a collector of taxes in the townſhy d 
Lebanon, late Lancaſter, now Dauphin county, for the year 1783, from hj 
confinement in the gaol of the laſt mentioned county) 
Ordered, That Mr. M*Pherſon, Mr. Lilley and Mr. Marſhall be a com 
mittee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution, 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe, reported a bill, entituly 
« An Af to grant and ſecure to Robert Leſlie, for a limited time, the 
* and excluſive right and benefit of conſtructing, making and ſelling, with 
© this. commonwealth, the improvements by him lately. invented on clocks a 
&« watches, which was read the firſt time, and \ 1h %7 
| Ordered to lie on the table. 4:00 903 00 514 of fifth 
The bill, entituled ** An A for incorporating the German ' Lutheran a 
« gregation worſbipping at the church called St. Peter's, in Pikeland own 


graphs. 5 D Ny, © el. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pi 

liſhed for conſideration. Bolin oa e wrann 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. MM 


( 


Friday, February 13, 1789. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournm ent. 
Petitions from the Juſtices. of the Peace, Grand Jury, and 400 inhav_hil 


ants of the county of Tork, were read, praying a ſum of money maj 


townſhip, York county, through Black's gap, to a place called Sharp's tar 

in Franklin county; and on motion, and by ſpecial order; the ſame * 

read the ſecond time. > SHY 10 #17 tarot 
Ordered, That the ſaid petitions, together with the petition: of the Juſt 


part of the meſſage, which reſpects the improvement and continuation 

the public roads, . : SUD B22 eee 
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the city of Philade) 

and the vicinity thereof, and divers inhabitants of the counties of Norts 


ed for compleating the road from the falls of Neſcopecł to Leonard 
liard's, in Mahoning valley; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the 
were read the ſecond time. 5 wo” 


i fic 

Ordered, That they be referred to the laſt named committee, to report the ( 

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Waſhington count) 1 

read, praying Raccoon creek may be declared a public highway, froulMnc 

mouth thereof to White's mills; | _ ed 
etii 


Ordered to lie on the table. 


r 


petitions from à majority of the freeholders of the city of Pzibd phie 
re read, complaining: of the preſent eſtabliſhment of Juſtices of the Peace 
the faid city of Hbiladepbiaꝶ and praying that the TRL of, phoning! 
tices may be altere and the ſaid city incorporated. 

Ordered to = 2 _— 7 IP Ts 
The petition of divers inhabitants of ihe county. of Madden A the 
duct erf Thomas Dyer, Eſquire, a Juſtice of the Peace for the * 
read February 14th, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, T hat the ſame, together with the ſeveral. apers relative Si 
| read in the late Houſe March 29th-laſt, be referred to Mr. Robin 
Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Lollar, to report there- 
and that they be and hereby are authoriſed and empowered to ſend for 
ſons and papers. | 
motion was made by Mr. Logan, ſecanded by: Mr. Schmyſer, : 
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted into a 

, for reducing the expences of government, and ranking the A 
at with the principles of aut cednſttution. } 9345 1 08 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | 30 | 
he committee appointed February 10th, on o + petition of Join Lyth, 
de report, which was read, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. = 
The committee appointed February 10th, on the petition of a. com- 
ſhoners of Northumberland county, _ report, which was read, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
The committee appointed February ꝗth, on the repreſentation | of the 
Joes of the Supreme Court, made mn which was read, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 11 = 181 
he committee appointed yeſterday, on the petition of divers inhabitants 
Chejter county, made report, which was road, and 
Ordered to-Jie on the table. -!. i rann | 
The committee appointed February. 1 nth, on the petition of Benjomin 
vey, made report, which was read, and __. 


* - % 
* 2 * 5 t; + Fi j4 - 


A” - 


Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed February 1 ith, on Kh petitions of 1960 citizens 
freenien of this commonwealth, for the eſtabliſhment of a theatre in or 
the city of Philadelphia, made report, which was read, and | 8 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed February 1 1th, on the "ctition of the Juſtices 
e Peace of Bucks county, made report, which was read, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

(he committee appointed November 2oth laſt, .on the petitions of the 
b-makers, and other mechanics employed in the various branches of 
t manufacture in the city of Ee. and Germantown, made repark, 
Ich was read, and - 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

ſhe committee on claims, to whom was . November 5th; laſt, the 
tion of Elizabeth Parker, made report, which was read, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

lhe committee appointed February 7th, on that part of the meſſage from 
ucil which recommends an extenſion of the time of payment for upper 
ed lands, &c. made report, which was read, ang 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 3 The 


then 


unt) 
from 


Peti 


fo NT Wd þ 


_ - The committee appointed February 11th, to confer with Council on & 
ſubject of the lber cs, T bomas Scott, Eſquire, containing his r ating 

made report, which was read; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, tht 

Was ws the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, vis. 

The. committee appointed to confer with. Council on the ſubject of k 
Scott's. refignation, report $ | 

That having been in conference with a committee of Council, the on 
ferees were of opinion that no authority exiſting within the ate art con, 
petent to accept of Mr. Scott's reſignation as a repreſentative to the (u 
greſs of the United States. The committee, conceiving that Mr. h 
letter of reſignation communicated to the . Houſe ſhould be returned 
Council, to be eee as they ſhall: think proper, beg leave to off 

reſolution, 
That the. Speaker be direted to return the ſaid letter to the Soprene b 
ecutive Council. 

A member preſented to' the chair the report on the petition of Evan 0 
recommended by the late General Aſſembiy, October yu laſt, to the on 
deration of this Houſe, which was read, and (RT A 

Ordered to lie on the table. 5 | 

The bill, entituled “ An A to grant and cure to Robert Leſlie, 
& limited time, the ſole and exclufive right and benefit conſtructing, mal 
* and ſelling, within this commonwealth, the improvements by bim lately in 
« on chcks and watches,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by pu 

raphs. 
« 1 3 — That it be tranſcribed. for. a bird tending, and forthwichp 
liſhed for conſideration, ' + | 


— Adjourned until ten o clock to-morrow, A. M. | 
i! 43 a 


Seite, 8 14, I 178, 9. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

Petitions from near 400 inhabitants of the county of York were read, 
ting forth, that the fiſheries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago are gtei 
obſtructed by dams being erected acroſs the ſaid rivers, and praying the af 
entituled ** An AH for regulating the fiſheries in the rivers Cedorus and 
« newago,” may be ſo far amended, that, inſtead of five feet in breadth 
be left. open. near the middle of the dams, the ſame may be extended to! 
feet in breadth, and that the platform extending down ſaid rivers be five it 
inſtead of four, to form a ſlope (by ſteps) for the gradual deſcent of 
Waters. | | 

Ordered to lie on the table; 

Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of York \ | 
read, remonſtrating againſt the act, entituled An Act for reg -gulating 
cc 2 in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, in York county,” ? and 8 

the ſame may be repealed. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | PASS 

The petition of the Superintendants of the New Market erected on 
lowbill-ſtreet, in the Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, res 
the late Houſe of Aſſembly September 18th laft, was F to the ch 
read, and 

. Ordered to lie on the table. 


A petit 


Lied] 
A petition. Rem divers intiobitints of the county of Northumberland, re- 


ing in in the town of Sunbury and: the neighbourhood thereof, was read, 
wing for leave to bring in a bill for the appropriation of that Portion of ; 

thouſand acres of land ſet apart for the endowment of public 
ols, to be allotted to the county of Northumberlond, for een 
z public ſchool in the ſaid town. 


Ordered to lie on the table. | 
A petition from a committee ee appointed by ond on \ behalf of a very large 
bet of the non- teſident and other owners of lands in the frontier counties 
this ſtate was read, remonſtrating againſt the preſent mode of aſſeſſing and 
hing taxes upon the ſaid lands, and praying this Houſe to W for a 
rt period the ſale of unſeated lands for taxes, till ſome new and better 
e of aſſeſſment and collection can be deviſed: --- 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

\ petition from John Franklin, Added! in the gaol of the city fa county 
Philadelphia, on a charge of high treaſon, was read, praying he may be 
mitted. to bail, to take his trial at the next Court of W and Laer 
de held in and for the county of Luxerne. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 10 tro e 71 
A petition from Timothy Harnett, an inſolvent * N confined i in che ot 
the eity and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releaſed W 
impriſonment. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | ee | 
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of . 

read, praying to be annexed to the , of eee, | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 8 
The petition of Lawrence Erb, read i in a former Houſe of Aſembly -March 
„ 1787, was preſented to the chair, and read; and on motion, and by 
cial order, the ſame was read the fecond time. Whereupon 
Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition.) 

A motion was made by Mr. Marſhall, ſeconded by Mr. Beale, 

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to extend for a limited 
ne the right of pre-emption to actual * on the ene 8 the 
pperty of this ſtate. out 19. ls 241 ic bated 
Ordered to lie on the table- | 

The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the motion SY by Mr. Chmer, 
unded by Mr. Gore, poſtponed November acth laſt: Whereupon 0 
Ordered, That Mr. * Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Hage and Mr. 
dur be a committee, to bring in a | bill for n of inſolvent debtors 
bo are not citizens of this ſtate. . 

The committee appointed November 4th laſt, on that part of the meſſage 
Council which wapects the bonndary: bs SE: obs "ts. made 1 9 
dich was read, and „ "D410 G8; 3 31532: 3 8 

ordered to lie on the table. N e 
The committee appointed November 13 th as,” on 3 part of the, meſſag 
Council which ſuggeſts the EE of girecting engravings of tl 
undaty'lings: of this ſtate, .&c. made ng which was read, and 
Ordered:to lie on the table.. 
The committee appointed February «th, on the petition. * adore Beatty, 
ade report, which: was read; and on motion, and "yk ſpecial order, the 
n was read the ſecond time ; Whereupon | 

ﬀ * dg Bil to 3: : ' Reſolved | 


; 


01. 


Reſolved, That a committee be ap in a bil, to * N 
Commiſſioners of Cumberland Cw 25 — t Beatty from the 
of ſaid county, on condition he — 4 and deliver to ſaid Commiſſioner 
| goods and chattles, and other effects, agroeably to the prayer of his petit 
Oradered, That Mr. M. Pberſon, Mr. Lilly and Mr. Marſhall be à c 
mittes, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution, |... 
The report on the petition of Evan Owen, read Peg was ral 
ſecond time. Z CLOGS 
' Ordered, That it be N to Mr. Nynloop. Mr. A1. Dowell, Mr. Ml, 
Mr. Marſhall and Mr. Japon, with inſtructions ts: report,” bi 5 
deem it neceſſary. 
The report on the petition of the Juſtices of the Peate for the coun 
Bucks, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon'': 
« Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in à bill, to be ent 
into a law, to enable the Juſtices of the Quarter Seſſions for the county 
Bucks to begin their ſeſſions on the Mondays preceding the days on whi 
they are now held by law, and to cloſe on the Wegneſdays following. 
Ordered, That the members from Bucks county be a rr * 
in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolutio . 
The bill, entituled An Ad to prevent the. importation of comnith i 
« this. commonwealth, vas read the ſecond time, and couH op 
raphs. | 
6 Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third ann ang forthwith . 
liſhed for conſideration - 
The following bills having been brought i in engrotled; were foverallyon 
pared at the table, enacted into laws, na the I directed to gat 
fame, ' vis.” 1 sÞ! | 
An ACT to rope! a an a, entituled $6, An At to ſuſpend the porent 
e the'Truſtces of 'Wefimore/and county.” ©: | 
An ACT er granting 10 the 0 * the  Mimifers, 75 ene 
Church Wardens of the German Lutheran congregation in and near ibe cin 
Philadelphia, in the fate of Pennſylvania,” certain linds: therein, mentio 
for endowing' @ free ſchool, for the uſe of. the poor of the Ja ape. 
. Adjourned until three o'clock on ”— next, P. M. | 
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"andy; lr mY "178g. | Mu. 0 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment; 1 4 
"A. petition from about 200 inhabitants of Gerticnionn;ia hs count 


Philadelphia, was read, ſtating their inability to pay the enormous taxes 1 
ſeſſed and levied on their property, and rhe 677 the attention of men = 
| to the expenditure of the publie revenue," GIOGHE 5); e | 
It. 3 Ordèxed to lie on the table Oi Dt! . 5 ut none daes 
Petitions from 3446 Jdkabirancs of the - -oity - and codhty- of Ph, Je 
were read, remonſtrating againſt the petitien of 1900 eitizens and Ren 
of this commonwealth, Teas February th, in favor of 4 Theatre in or n 
de Se of Philadelphia, and requeing the- prayer! Wenk, . not 

dran 1 50 o 
| 5 1 get 


Ordered to lie on the cable. WT 


c 73 ] 


| Apetition from divers inhabitants of this ſtate was read, of # ſimilat tenor 
with that part of the meſſage of Council of February 6th, ; reſpecting the im- 
f vement and continuation of the public roads, 5. and praying this Houſe 


ial order, the ſame was read the fecond time. 
" Ordered, That it be referred to the committee polled Ru -th, 


on that 2277 of the meſſage relative to the i RAID pee of the En ade, 


2 
A 


TR Anda the-committee of the 8 Aſſociation, on behalf of 
hemſelves and the many citizens who have prayed for, a repeal of any law 
or part of 2 law that prohibits dramatic entertainments, was read, remon- 
ting againſt the petitions of $446 of the inhabitants of the city and coun- 
of Philadelphia, and praying this Houſe to take the premiſes into conſidera- 
jon, and by an act to by * ſo much of the law as | orgs Theatrical 
rhibitions. 4 $A nd Db ER eee 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The petition of diyers of the inhabitants hf the county of Northumberland, 
fing in the town of Sunbury and the neighbourhood thereof, read Fe- 
ry 14th, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That, it be referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge, 
t. White and Mr. M*Lene, to report thereon. 
The petition of a committee appointed by and on behalf of a very latge 
imber of the non-reſident and other owners of lands in the frontier coun- 
es of this ſtate, read February 14th, was read the ſecond time. 


Ir. Kennedy and Mr. M. Lene, to teport thereon. © 
The report on the petition of Benjamin Mavey, read February 1 13th, was 


ad the ſecond time, | 
Ordered, That the further 3 thereof be poſt . 


1. 


Ordered, That the a Br confideration ere be benen el”: 
the report on that patt of the meſſage of Council n the teſt law, 


Ilows,” vix. 
The committee, t to hom was cake that part of the meſſage from his 
cellency the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council, which relates to 


ſuction and allegi mw beg leave to report ; 
dates VN pro per ſu A* laws might have been during the lite war, 
en, by the Jivfor of a powerful lch, it became nece fary for indivi- 


be contending parties, to Jour committee it appears, that in times of 
and, of well ' eſtabliſhed, 
| 915 pernicious, by diſqualifying 4 great bo body of the peop l from exer- 
vg many neceſſiry offices, and throwing the whole bitten thereof on 
sj and, alſo, by”: alienating the affeQions of tender, though perhaps 
Raken, minds from a government, which, by its invidious giftinRions, 
are led to confider as hoſtile to their peace and happmeſs,” 
our committee thetefore beg leave to offer the followin g reſolution, 


a ſur of money for-thoſe-ſeveral purpoſes; and on motion, and by | 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mt. Robinſon, Mr. Wynkooy, 5 


d February gth, was read the n time, and unanimouſly adopted, a 
ws requiring from the citizens of this commonwealth certain teſts of 


ls. to make a ſolemn declaration of their attachment to one or the other 


government 1 are not only uſcleſs, but 
y. 


2 | 


A 


1 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be 
into a law, to repeal all the laws or acts of General Aſſembly, which n. 
quire any oath or affirmation of allegiance to this commonwealth from th 
citizens thereof, and of abjuration or renunciation of any foreign pong 
whatever, and to remove all diſabilities created by a non-compliance then. 
8 : 

Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. M*Lene be a committee 
to bring in a bill agreeably to the foregoing reſolution, and that they be in 
ſtructed to inſert a clauſe containing the form of an oath or affirmation q 
allegiance to be taken. by foreigners coming to refide in this ſtate, in co. 
formity to the forty-ſecond ſection of the conſtitution of this commonyellh, 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Tueſday, February 17, 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A memorial from the miniſter, truſtees, elders and deacons of the Gy. 
man Reformed congregation in and near the city of Philadelphia was rel, 
ſetting forth, that they have erected a free ſchool for the education of ths 
poor of the ſaid ſociety, and praying this Houſe to grant them a part of th 
unappropriated lands of this ſtate in aid of the ſaid inſtitution. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
A petition from Nicholas Reib was read, of a ſimilar tenor with his pt 
tion read in a former Houſe of Aſſembly ; and on motion, and by ſpe 
order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on claims, to rey 
thereon, = < 
A petition from James Daviſon, late Surgeon of the fifth Pennſbu 
regiment, was read, ſetting forth his claim to commutation, on the lat 
grounds as granted to other ſurgeons of the late army; and on motion, # 
by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. ; 
Ordered, That it be referred to the laſt named committee, to rep 
| thereon, | . | | 28 
A petition from 340 inhabitants of the county of Northampton was i 
of a ſimilar tenor with the petition of 83 inhabitants of the ſaid county, f 
February 12th. _ 5 e 
Ordered to lie on the table, 1 
A petition from Henry Pawling was read, referring to his remonſtit 
read in a former Houſe of Aſſembly September 13th 1787, and praying 
Houle to take the premiſes into conſideration. = ah; 
Ordered to lie on the table. 1 „ 
Petitions from John Ryan, Thomas Weſtcott, Clement Gregory, Wi 
Middleton, Foſeph Cowdry and Andrew Richardſon, inſolvent debtors, con! 
in the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, were read, ſeverally Þ 
ing to be releaſed from their impriſonment; and on motion, and by (pe 
order, the ſame were read the ſecond time. br | | 
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robin 
Mr. Hege and Mr. Saylor, to report thereon. py 
| The committee on ways and means made report, which was read, 3 
lows, vis. N 


The committee. on ways and means, having had referred to them that 


art of the meſſage of Council which reſpects the payment of penſioners, - 


e expence of ſupporting the invalid corps, and the E one of the | 
ſent funds to the payment of theſe objects, report—— 


That in order to form a juſt eſtimate of the debts and reyenues. of the 

ate, they have had recourſe to the official eſtimates laid before the Genergl | 

ſembly, as well as to the Treaſurer of the State. ie 

gy the former they find, that there was payable in the 

r 1788, L 22 5144 0. 0 

Independent of the arrears of intereſt from former years, 

dof the inſtalments to the proprietaries. 

That there was received in the ſtate treaſury, 11 
iſt 3 and iſt September, a period of eight 

dnths, = - oF 17806 0.0, 

And from a return of the Treaſurer, that 

had received between 1ſt Sept. and 1ſt 

. a period of 5 mani, 1 66710 0 © 

Deduct one month, 133420 0 


— 5 3368 3 

akes the ſum received in 1988, = = | = 171174 0 0 
jo that there was a deficiency in 1788, fl | £ 53970. o o 
here is due to the late proprietaries upon the inſtal" : , 
its, to the end of 1788, 8 e 46 210000 
— — 

Ind by the 1ſt of April there will be due for intereſt to 
public creditors, at leaſt, I ec 079009 n BUT. 4 I20000 0 0 
he pay and incidental « expences of goverament a are ſtated | Io 
» per annum, - - — 4 28000 0.0 


— I 


rom this. beengte it is exident that the demands at che rreaſury ex- 


©. 


OF 2» 
e. | 62, 
& , % - & * 4 2 
* v4 
* 


de . of the United States "3% by their Salti g, the ex- 
feright of levying impoſts, of courſe that e the revenue of Penn- 
wa will immediately ceaſe. e : | 
produced in the laſt year about, 8 52000 0 0 
le tonnage On foreign Wir ping will likewiſe Hs” as a2 wt b Loh) 

we to this ſtate, © 1 2000 0 i 0 
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U Carried over," = 7 55200 © © 


1 Brougbt over, e 
To which add deficiency of the preſent revenue, — 5397/0 0 


4 109170 0 


So that there will then be a deficiency of one hundred and nine thouſand 
hundred and ſeventy pounds, per annum. 

The committee, having ſtated the actual and probable deficiency, hy 
taken into conſideration the nature of the engagements of the ſtate. 

The expences of government, ſtated at fwenty-eigbt thouſand pound; 
annum, are no otherwiſe provided for than by the following appropriatiog, 


Tax on writs, a = £ 2000 o o 
On pleaſurable carriages, — 2500 © © 
Auctioneers, - - - 2500 © © 
Tavern and marriage licences, WC 


— 10200 0 
The following revenues unappropriated, but applied to 


The committee are of opinion that ſome of theſe revenues are d 
fiderably over rated, and that further proviſion ought to be made fort 
ieee 


that purpoſe. 
Intereſt on money loaned, fay = 2000 o o 
„ Fees of the land-office, 3 8500 © © 
4 Secretary of Council, — e 
| Court fines and forfeitures, CCC 
. Making 3 22600 © 


PTD — —ę— 


The next article in the Comptroller's eſtimate is the proportion of 
bills of the emiſſion of 1785, of which to be ſunk annually, 
5 a | L 20000 0 


Gre 3 — D —— — 
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This can with no propriety be diſpenſed with. That emiſſion has cr 

to be a circulating medium, and ought to be deſtroyed agreeably to thet 
ginal proviſion. ORE | | 2 

III. The annual inſtalment to the late proprietaries, 4 2 5000 0 . 


Upon this the committee think it unceceſſary to make any other rei 
than that it ought to be punctually paid. 


IV. Intereſt on the funded debt, per annum, { 12143 0 © 
On the funded depreciation ditto, = 13530 © 0 


wn L 25673 * 


The firſt of theſe are for debts due by the ſtate, the ſecond for the deer 
_ ciation of pay to the officers of the Pennſylvania line, ſtate navy, mi! 
hoſpitals, &c. a conſiderable part of which, it is ſaid, is chargeable to 
United States; however, this claſs of creditors have no demand up® 


other than the ſtate of Pennſylvania, and the revenue of exciſe is ip 
appropriated to the latter, 


| V. 
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147 
v. The new loan debt, the annual intereſt whereof amounts to 
£ 111068, 0 © 


A— 


This debt was originally due by the United States, and aſſumed by Penn- 
plvania, for the relief of her citizens. 

Without entering into the policy of the afſumption, the committee only 
think it neceſſary to remark, — That the United States have the power to pro- 
vide for the debts and expences thereof, paſt as well as to come, and that a 
yery conſiderable ſource of revenue (heretofore applied towards the payment 
of the intereſt on that debt) devolves to that government. It appears there- 
fore reaſonable, that the payment of the intereſt ſhould in like manner de- 
olve to it. Whether that ſhall hereafter be done through the treaſury of 
Pnn/ylvania, or to the individual creditors, is not within the power of the 
ate to determine ; but in any event it is to be preſumed that juſtice will 
he done to the creditors. . 


The next article is, the amount of penſions under the 
ecommendation of Congreſs, and amounts to, per annum, J 5680 o o 


Theſe payments were to be allowed the ſtate in her account of requiſi- 
ons; but being herſelf a creditor beyond her proportion of the aggregate 
lebt, Congreſs have no claim on the ſcore of requiſitions, and therefore 
Wught to provide for the payment of theſe penſions. The committee, how- 
rer, ſubmit the propriety of continuing the payments for ſome time longer, 
it is probable many of the objects are incapable of earning their living, 
nd would neceſſarily become a burthen on the poor rates. . 
The penſions payable to the widows and children of com- gk 
niſſioned officers of the Pennſylvania line, &c. amounts to 1854 © o 
And to the widows of officers and privates of the mili- 

2, Cc. - - — - 1597 © © 


* 


Per annum £ 3451 o © 


Theſe payments the committee apprehend ought to be continued. 


f 


The laſt article is, the expence of training the militia, 
ted to be, per annum, = - -. "416 92+:0 0 


As this ſervice is within the powers of the general government, nothing 
ppears neceſſary at this time on the part of the ſtate reſpecting it. oh 


Having thus briefly ſtated the expences and revenues, they think it their 
ty further to remark, n . 15 

73 0 That a reduction in the expences of government ought now to take place, 
Is * ſome of the offices might be made to contribute towards its ſup- 

e de rt, | | | ; | 5 

„mi That to enable the ſtate to do juſtice to perſons having juſt claims upon 
ble w not already provided for, to improve and lay out roads, and encourage 
upon meſtic manufactures, a ſum of money ought to be provided and ſet apart, 


s (p<P")c& to the difpoſition of the legiſlature. 
Y To 
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To the obſervations already made upon the new loan debt it appear 3. 
ceſſary to add, that at this time the arrears of intereſt are due in une ty 
proportions, ſome perſons having received intereſt up to October laſt, whi 
others are without receiving for 18 months. In order to equalize thy, 
payments, and to prevent the hardſhip that would ariſe by the immedia, 
ſtoppage of intereſt, the committee recommend that the intereſt continue 
to be paid till the whole is compleated up to the 1ſt of April next, then u 
ceaſe and determine. X 

And in order to obtain the ſenſe of the Houſe upon theſe objects ſeparye. 
ly, they ſubmit the following reſolutions : 
Reſolved, That the intereſt due and to become due upon the fifty bon 
pounds loaned by the act of March 1785, the fees received in the lang. 
office, and by the Secretary of Council, the monies received for court fins 
and forfeitures, together with the reſidue of the monies ariſing from tayen 
and marriage licences, after the paymegg of the Judges ſalaries, be appr. 

riated towards the payment of the expences of government. 

Reſolved, That ten thouſand pounds be annually ſet apart out of the reyeny 
of this ſtate, as a fund for the payment of ſuch claims as are not otheryi| 
provided for, the opening and improvement of the roads and inland navigz 
tion, and the encouragement of domeſtic manufactures, as the legiſlatur 
may by law direct. 4 Row | 

Reſolved, That ſo much of any act or acts, as directs the payment of in 
tereſt on the new loan debt beyond the firſt day of April next, be repel 
ed; that after the payments are compleated to the firſt of April, they ſhal 
then ceaſe and determine; and that the impoſts (other than the protein 
duties) which are now or hereafter may become due, till the afſumpti 
of that revenue by the United States, be excluſively applied to that pu 

ole. | N 8 1 
. Reſolved, That all payments of penſioners under the act of 22d Septen 
1785 ceaſe, after the ſame ſhall be paid up to the firſt day of May next. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill or bills, 
they may find neceſſary, for carrying into effect the foregoing reſolutions, 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to report a plan for leſſenin 
the expences of government, and upon ſuch offices, the emoluments ( 
which may be made to contribute to the expence thereof. 
Reſolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be directed to diſband i 
invalid corps, and to provide in a more frugal way for the ſafety of the pu 
lic records. 8 8 

Ondered to lie on the table. * | 
It was then, on motion of Mr. Fitzſimons, ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, . 


Orqdered, That one hundred copies of the ſaid report be immediately pri 
ed for the uſe of the Houſe. | 


* 


The committee appointed February 7th, on the petition of Ebenezer F 
thingham and the letter of Jonatban Hart, made report, which was 1 
as follows, vizx. 1 e | 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter from Jonathan Hi 
Eſquire, alſo the petition of Ebenezer Frothingham, Eſquire, in behalf 
himſelf and the officers of the garriſon at Venango, tranſmitted by the Ho! 
rable Council, report— _._ 58585 FH 
They are of opinion, that granting rights of pre-emption to any oft 

highly improper, and gives an unjuſt preference over other citizens, 


I 
I 
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e equally entitled to have lands on ſuch terms as the ſtate uſually grants 
hem on. Your committee therefore offer the following reſolution, viz. 
Reſolved, That the prayer contained in the petition of Jonathan Hart, 
ſquire, and Evenezer Frothingham, Eſquire, cannot be complied with, and- 
at they have leave to withdraw the ſame. | 

A motion was made by Mr. Fitaſimons, ſeconded by Mr. Wynkcop, in the 
ords following, vz. 
Reſolved, That every report brought into this Houſe, and every motion 
ade and ſeconded, be entered on the minutes. 


t was then moved by Mr. M*Lene and Mr. Foulke, 

To inſert, after the word . Houſe,” the words ** be entered on the minutes, 
the ſame having been figned by the members of the committee who agree to 
the ſame.” 

A = amendment was then moved by Mr. Lollar and Mr. G. Heiter, 
lieu of that propoſed by Mr. M Lene and Mr. Foulke, 

To inſert, after the word “ Houſe,” the words ſhall be entered on the 
minutes, and figned by the members of the committee who agreed to the ſame, 
if thereto required by the minority of ſaid committee.” 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to tbe laſt amendment? 

It was carried in the negative. 

he firſt amendment then recurring, 

In the queſtion—** Vill the Houſe agree to the ſame? — the Yeas and 
ys were called by Mr. M*<Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and were as follow, 


1 . 
1 Samuel Foulke, 13 Jobn Irwin, 
2 Jobn Hopkins, 14 William Todd, 
3 Joſeph Reed, 15 James Marſhall, 
4 Thomas Kennedy, 16 James Alliſon, 
5 Thomas Beale, 17 Alexander Wright, 
6 Jonathan Hoge, 18 John Gilchreeſt, 
7 Gabriel Heiſter, | I9 Theophilus P bilths , 
8 Joſeph Sands, | 20 James M Lene, 
9 Daniel Broadbead, 21 James fohnſon, 
10 Jobn Ludwig, 22 Robert Lollar, 
11 John Piper, 23 Jacob Miley, 
12 John White, 24 Adam Orth. 
. „ a 
1 George Clymer, 13 James Moore, : 
2 Thomas Fitz/imons, 14 Mark Wilcox, 
3 Jacob Hiltzhermer, 15 Jobn M*<Daell, 
4 Lawrence Sickl:, 16 Richard Downing, jun. 
5 Willam Lewis, 17 Alexander Lowrey, 
0 William M*Pherſon, 18 James Clemſon, 
7 George Logan, 19 James Cunningham, 
8 William Robinſon, jun. 20 Jacob Erb, 
9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 21 Henry Dering. 
y one 19 Jobn Chapman, 22 Thomas Lilley, 
ns, II Valentine Upp, | 23 Michael Schmyſer, 
12 Richard Thomas, 24 Henry Tyſon, 


NAYS. 


[ 8 ) 


. 1 


25 David Mitchell, 31 Samuel Maclay, 
26 Peter Trexler, jun. 32 John Nevil, 
27 Peter Ealer, | 33 Jacob Ref, 
28 Conrad Irie, jun. 34 Jonathan Roberts, 
29 Stephen Balliot, 35 FJobn Carſon, 

30 Jacob Saylor, 36 Hugh Daviſon. 


So it was carried in the negative. 


The original motion recurring, 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe adopt the fame? — 

It was carried in the affirmative. 

The committee appointed November 4th laſt, on the report on then 
morial of Doctor William Smith, made report, which was read, a f 
lows, vis. | 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of Doctor Vill 
Smith, with the ſundry papers therein referred to, repor.— 

That they have duly conſidered the ſaid memorial and the ſubje& mau 
thereof, and are of opinion that the act which took away the charter of i 
college, academy and free ſchool of the city of Philadelphia, was not foun 
ed upon any juſt cauſe of forfeiture of the ſaid charter, but in direct vi 
tion of the conſtitution of this ſtate, and contrary to thoſe principles 
—— which ought ever to govern legiſlative acts. They therefore reca 

mend, 

That a committee be appointed, to bring in a bill to reſtore the chartern 
property of the college, academy and free ſchool of the city of Philadehh 
to the Truſtees thereof. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe, reported a bill, entituled © 
Act to incorporate the city of Philadelphia,” which was read the firſt tu 
and. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe, reported a bill, entituled © 
„ Ad for founding and endowing a public ſchool in the town and cout 
% Huntingdon,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Wedneſday, February 18, 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purfuant to adjournment. 

A petition from diggers owners of marſh and meadow grounds, boundet 
the river Delaware and Derby creek, in the townſhip of Tinicum, in 
county of Cheſter, was read, ſetting. forth, that the banks incloſing the 
meadows have been made and ſupported by thoſe whoſe lands bouit 

the ſaid river and creek, whereby ſome perſons have contributed more! 
others who are equally benefited ; therefore praying leave to bring in a 
for the purpoſe of compelling every perſon intereſted in the ſaid me! 
rounds to pay a proportionable part of the expence of keeping b*Mo 


banks in repair. INE 
| Ordered to lie on the table. 


| te 
A pet 


1 


A petition from the inhabitants of the town of Harriſburg was read, 
praying leave to bring in a bill to erect the ſaid town into a borough. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The petition of the Superintendants of the New Market erected on Cal- 

wobill-ftireet, in the Northern Liberties of the city of Philadelphia, read Fe- 
ruary 14th, was read the ſecond time : Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. M*Pherſon, ſeconded by Mr. Robinſon, 
Ordered, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill to remedy the 
ils in their petition ſtated, bo | | 
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Waſhington county, read 
thruary 13th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon, | | 
On motion of Mr. Wright, ſeconded by Mr. Nev, 
Ordered, That the fame be referred to Mr. Mitebell, Mr. Piper, Mr. 
right, Mr. Irwin and Mr. Todd, to report thereon. 
The petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Vaſb- 
gon, praying to be annexed to the county of Allegheny, read February 
th, were read the ſecond time: Whereupon, | 
On motion of Mr. Nevzl,. ſeconded by Mr. Irwin, 
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Nevil, 
. Marſhall and Mr. Philips, to report thereon. 
A memorial and petition from a number of the merchants, traders and 
ens of the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity thereof, was read, re- 
nſtraping againſt the act, entituled An A# to revive and continue in 
orce the acts of Aſſembly regulating ſakes by public auction, and for other 
purpoſes therein mentioned, as grievous and burthenſome, inaſmuch as the 
ne is partially impoſed on the citizens of Philadelphia, and the vicinity 
reof, and not extended to the citizens of the ſtate at large, and praying 
lame may be repealed, and the buſineſs laid open to all perſons who may 
ſe to engage therein, on giving ſecurity for their good conduct, and be- 
licenced by Council, or that ſo much of the ſaid act may be repealed, 
ch confines. the buſineſs to three perſons only. 5 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The motion made by Mr. Marſball, ſeconded by Mr. Beale, February 
b, was read the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz. 

ſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to extend, for 
mited time, the right of pre-emption to actual ſettlers on the ungranted 
ls, the property of this ſtate. 


d“, 


te, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 
be report read February 13th, on that part of the meſſage of Council 
ch recommends an extenſion of the time for the payment of arrearages 


unde Inpatented lands, &c. was read the ſecond time. 

2 Fo nd on the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the following reſolu= 
g the Wn, viz. 4 

bound ve, That a committee be appointed to. bring in a bill, to extend the 
more for the patenting of lands taken up before the revolution to the firſt day 
; in a ecember next. 

d mei was moved by Mr. Vrigbt, ſeconded by Mr. Todd, 

ng WW ſtrike out the words fo the firſt day of December next.” 


hich was carried in the affirmative, and the reſolution, as amended, 
td: Whereupon 
Ordered, 
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rdered, That Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. Beale and Mr. Marſhall be a com- 
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Ordered, That the laſt named committee bring in a bill conformabyn 
the foregoing reſolution. 

The committee appointed February 1oth, on the petition of divers jg 
habitants of the county of Luzerne, made report, which was read, ay fy, 
lows, viz. | 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of ſundry inhabitay 
of the county of Luzerne, beg leave to report the following reſolution; 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enzqy 
into a law, to divide the county of Luzerne =-_ four election diſtricts, fy 
the purpoſe of holding their annual elections, agreeably to the prayer of th 
petitioners. 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

The report on the petition of John Lytle, read February 13th, was ral 
the ſecond time : Whereupon | g 

Reſolved, That the prayer of John Lytle, contained in his petition toth 


* 


Houſe, cannot be granted. : 
The bill, entituled «© An A for founding and endowing a public ſth 
„in the town and county of Huntingdon,” was read the ſecond time, a 
conſidered by paragraphs. ++ . | 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pi 
liſhed for conſideration, 
A motion was made by Mr. Logan, ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, in the wat 
following, vis. 151 
| "Whereas, by an act for methodiſing the department of accounts off 
commonwealth, and for the more effectual ſettlement of the ſame, it id 
clared, that the books of the Comptroller appointed by that law ſhil 
open to the inſpection of the committee of accounts: And whereas the 
counts of the Comptroller-General have never been examined by the legi 
ture ſince the inſtitution of that office in April 17582: Therefore 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be end 
into a law, to appoint Commiſſioners to examine the accounts of the Col 
troller, to compare them with the vouchers in his poſſeſſion, and repot 
accurate ſtatement of the ſame to the legiſlature. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Thurſday, February 19, 1789. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. Res YL a 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Newberry townhi 
the county of York, was read, praying they may be annexed to the 
election diſtrict, for the purpoſe of holding their general elections. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | : 

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of L : 
was read, ſuggeſting the propriety of reducing the price of public h 
and of exempting all lands within the late purchaſe from taxation it 
term of ſeven years, or for ſuch longer or other time as may be deem 
pedient; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ft 


time. | 
3 Ord 


f 83 4 
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed February TY 


ontier counties of this Nate, to report thereon. 

It was then moved by Mr. M. Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 

To re-conſider the ſaid order of the Houſe, for the Ore of referring 
e aforeſaid petition to a ſpecial committee. 

Which was carried in the affirmative : Whereupon, 

on motion of Mr. M*Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Beale, - 


and Mr. M. Lene, to report thereon. 


jeputy ſurveyor of one of the diſtricts in the late purchaſe, and proceeded 
tun the boundaries of his diſtrict, whereby he has incurred a confiderable 


was directed to deſiſt until a new allotment took place, by which new 
otment of diſtricts the lines by him run became uſeleſs; and praying this 
uſe to grant him compenfation for his ſervices. . 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 4 
A petition from James Murray was read, referring to his 1 read in 
ormer Houſe of 88 — praying this Houſe to grant him relief in 


remiſes. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
\ petition from Grizze! Robertſon was read, ſetting forth, that her late 


s in the county of Bucks; that the ſaid Peter afterwards died inſane; 
ring his property ſo reduced and deranged as to be inſufficient to fatisfy 


| fixty-three pounds four ſhillings, being the amount of arrearages due from 
lad Peter Robertſon on account of fines by him collected, and praying 
s Houſe to ſuſpend the payment of the ſaid ſum, and that ſhe may be 


Ordered to lie on the table. 

\ petition from a number of the inhabitants 4 the county of Fayette was 
l, praying a diviſion of ſaid county may take place anew, for the Purpoſes 
election diſtricts. 

* petition of T. ;mothy Harnett, read February I 4th, was read the ſecond 


e and Mr. Say/or, to report thereon. 


h, were read the ſecond time: Whereupon, . 
In motion of Mr. Li/lep, ſeconded by Mr. F Je2frmons, 


. Heißer and Mr. Ludwig, to report thereon. 
-cmhe petition of a number of the inhabitants of the town of Her burg. 
he 14 yeſterday, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 


folved, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a a bil  conformably 
he e of their * 6 5 1 


| the petition of divers non-refident and other owners of lands in the 15 


Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. M*Pher- 5 
A petition from John Huſlon was read, Bags, forth, that he was appointed 5 


pence; that afterwards, by an order from the Supreme Executive Council, 


band became ſurety for his brother Peter Rats. a collector of militia 


claims of the ſtate, and ſtating her diſtreſſed fituation, and that judg- 
nt has been awarded againſt her ſaid huſband for the ſum of one Bundred 


nitted to enjoy her ſaid huſband's eſtate during the term of her natural 


h ered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mc. Lewis, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. 


The petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county of York, for 1 
againſt the fiſheries in the rivers Codorus and Cone wago, read N 1 


Vrdered, That they be referred to Mr. Downing, Mr. Glenn, Me. . Lily, 
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| tizens of the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity thereof, read ye * 
was read the ſecond time: Whereupon, | 


by George Frey acroſs. Swefara creek, in Dauphin county, having paid i 
attention to the 7 12 the petitions on which it was founded, ar 


Fae rivers. 


2 George Frey will not obſtruct the paſſage of fiſh up aid creek. 


inhabitants on the waters of Suſquehanna and ene rivers, they are! 


ſuch reſtrictions as will oblige him to make and ſupport a lock at the 


William Smith, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon, 


the charter and property of the college, en and free ſchool of te] 


* 
— * 
* * 2 
- 8 ; 
" — 6 WM i | M $ 
* 1 


The memorial 100 ons of a aumber of © merchants, traders andy 


On motion of Mr. M*Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 
Ordered, That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon, | 
The memorial of the truſtees, elders and deacons of the German Reform 


congregation in and near the city of Philadelphia, read February i7th, 
read the ſecond time: Whereupon, 


On motion of Mr. Hiltzbeimer, ſeconded by Mr. Fits 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitzfmons, Mr. Hiltzheimer and * 
Ibrie, to report thereon. 
The petition of divers owners of marſh and meadow groun bou 
ed by the river Delaware and Derby creek, in Tinicum townſhip, in 
county. of gs read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time: Whey 
upon, | 

Fon motion of Mr. Wilcox, ſeconded by Mr. M*Dowell, 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. M*Dowell, Mr. Wilcox and Nr. 
ſon, to report thereon. 

The committee, to whom was re-commniitted, November 19th, the rep 


on the petitions of 1750 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, made repy 
which was read, as follows, viz. 


The committee, to whom was referred the report of a committee on 
petition of a number of inhabitants of this ſtate, reſpecting a mill - dam b 


opinion that the. aforeſaid , and the race that leads the water to Fr 
mill, affords a compleat anion, at leaſt a diſtance of three miles | 
Swetara, for ſuch boats and other craft as are uſed on the Sſgue bang 


Your committee are mite of opinion, that the tumbling dam built 


From theſe conſiderations, , and the great utility of Frey's mill to 


duced to offer the following reſolution, vzz.. 


' Reſolved; That a committee be appointed to bring i in a bill, author 
Gees Frey to ſupport the dam he, has built acroſs Swefara creek, | 


convenient place. at. his mill race, for the convenience of ſuch boats 
9 craft as may have occaſion to paſs up and down ſaid creek. 
Ordered to lis on the table, 


The report, read February 17th, : on the memorial of the Reverend Dol 


On motion of Mr. Fitſimons, frond by Mr. Lew, _. 

The memorial of a conſiderable number "of the Truſtees of the colle 
academy and charitable ſchool of Philadelphia, read in A former Howl 
Aſſembly September 7th, 1784, was alſo read. 


On the queſtion, — Mill the Houſe adopt the 717 reſolution! — 
Reſolued. That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to reit 


of 0 to wy Truſtees: thereof.. 


= 


were as follow, 8 


T EFA. 
1 George Clymer, 
2 Thamas Fitzfimons, 
Jacob Hiltzhermer, 
Lawrence Sickle, 
5 William Lewis, 
6 William M*Pherſon, . 
Jobn Salter, | 
8 William Robinſon, jun. 
| 5 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
10 John Chapman, 

- Valentine Upp, 

12 Samuel Foulke, 

13 Richard Thomas, 
14 James Moore, 

2 Mark Wilcox,, 

16 Jobn M. Dowell, 
17 Caleb James, 


19 Alexander Lowrey, 


© James Clemſon, 
are 21 Jobn Hopkins, 
Fr 22 James „ 
les 23 Jacob Erb, 


N A Y 8. 
1 David Mitchell, 
2 Thomas Kennedy, 
3 Thomas Beale, 
4 Jonathan Hoge, 
5 Joſeph Heiſter, 
6 Gabriel Heiſter, 
7 Joſeph Sands, 
; Jobn Ludwig, 
9 fobn Piper, 


3 Dol 


e coll 
Houle 


975 


— 


to rel 


prdered to lie on the able. 


18 Richard Downing, jun. 


it was carried i in the affirmative, | 


; | 7 8 5 + 


* 


83. 2 


The Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. aer and Mr. MePherſon, and 


EV 


Y E A 8. 


| 4 24 Henry Dering, 


25 Thomas Clingan, 
26 Thomas Lilley, 


27 Michael Schmyſer, 


28 Henry Tyſon, 
29 Joſeph Reed, 
39 Daniel Broadbead, 
31 Peter Trexler, jun. 
32 Peter Ealer, 

3 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 
34 Stephen Balliot, 


35 Jacob Saylor, 
36 Samuel Maclay, 


on White, 
30 rin Irvine, 
3 39 James Marſhall, 
o Tohn Nevil, 
41 Robert Lollar, 
42 Jacob Reiff, = 
43 Jonathan Roberts, 
Fohn Carſon, + 


45 Obadiab Gore, 


* * 
* 


N 


. 46 Hugh Daviſon. 


. 


10 William Todd, + 


11 James Alliſon, 


| 1 2 Alexander Wright, 


Jobn Gilchreeſt, 
; 4 Theophilus Philips, 


15 James M Lene, 


71 5 James Johnſon, 


Jacob Miley, 
1 is om Orth. 


tered, That- Mr. Lewis, Mr. N Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M*Dowel, FE 
oge, Mr. G. Heiſter, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Nevil be a ee 17 0 by 
in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 

e committee of accounts made report, which was read; and on mo- 
and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
ved, That the Speaker be directed to draw an order on the State 
urer, in favor of Thomas Bradford, for the ſum of one. Hundred and 
unde, in part of his account. 

f the eeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bil, entituled 


A for the incorporation of . the College of whats Y Philadelph ia, 
was read the firſt time, and | 


The 


read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
liſhed for conſideration. 


Pbia. 


pbia were read, remonſtrating e the ee. of a e in or ne 


ion of frequent loſſes ſuſtained by them on account of debtors abſcond 
on board veſſels in the Delaware, which veſſels often put to ſea beforep 


. Prothonotary of the ſaid county, and praying this Houſe to take the 
miſes into conſideration, and grant them relief. 


was read, babe be againſt the act, entituled An Ad for « 


1 1 


The bill, iet 40 4 AF to incorporate the FOR of Philadelphia” uy 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third . and e pi 


Fee until ten o clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Friday, February 20, 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
Petitions from 3780 ——— of the city and libertics of Phils 
were read, ne. a theatre may be licenced in or near the city of Phil; 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
Petitions from 729 inhabitants of the city and neighbourhood of Pl 


the city of Philadelphia. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 4 
Petitions from 1422 inhabitants of the county of Obeger were . 
ing for a diviſion of the ſaid county. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
A petition from a number of the merchants and traders of the cij 
Philadelphia was read, concurring in the prayer of the laſt petition, br 


ceſs can be obtained from an inland place, ſuch as We/f-Chefter, and th 

fore praying that the ſeat of Juſtice may be eſtabliſhed in the bor 
Cheſter. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of V 

land was read, complaining of the exorbitant and illegal fees exacted dy 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
A petition from 213 inhabitants of the ties and liberties of Phila alt 


« penal laws of this flate, and praying the ſame may be repealed, d. 
alterations made therein as to render the lives and property of the cit 
more ſecure; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was real 
ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed Nov 
| laſt, to reviſe the criminal laws of this tate, and to make report therd 

The committee appointed: February gth, on the petitions of 996 il 
ants of the county of Northumberland, made report, which was te 
follows, vis. 

The committee. appointed to conſider the petitions from certain il 
2 of Nortbumberland county, praying for a diviſion of faid coun 


That to then; it appears the legiſlature ſhould riches decide upon fit 
| determinate principles, than upon a bare expreſſion of the wiſhes ® 
many citizens; for although, in matters of local concern, thoſe ii 


ny: intereſted can beſt fee}, and, feeling, can point out the partic 
15 | con 


\, . 
* 


1 . 1: 


onſider or be deeply affected with the increaſed diſadvantages to others re- 
alting from their gratification, With the legiſlature it then reſts, to de- 


mine how far the particular caſes may accord with the general intereſts 
d harmony of the whole. 


re regard ſhould be had to the number and ability of the inhabitants, as 
ell as to extent of country and the particular ſituation with reſpect to rivers, 
Lins of mountains, and other natural circumſtances. That attention ſhould 
ſo be paid to future probable diviſions. Os s 
In applying theſe principles to the preſent inſtance, your committee 
e of opinion that the population of Northumberland will not juſtify a di- 
fon of that county, or enable the inhabitants to ſupport double county 
jarges, nor Can its extent form a reaſonable ground for divifion, when, un- 
nnected with ſufficiently numerous ſettlements. | | 
The ſituation of the country requeſted to be erected into a ſeparate county 
more convenient to the preſent ſeat of juſtice than many parts of other 
ge counties, and the river Suſquehanna forms the ſingle obſtruction in the 


f regard is had to the counties which may in future be erected, or to the 
onveniencies which would immediately attend the remaining part of 
rthumberland, this diviſion will prove itſelf ſtill more inexpedient, ſince 
t remaining part will conſtitute the moſt irregular figure, encompaſſing 
new county on three of its ſides, whilſt the officers of juſtice muſt as a 
ſequence be compelled in ſome inſtances to take circuits round it, to 
id the releaſe of their priſoners by carrying them through this county in 
rect courſe. | | „ in 8 
rom the beſt information your committee can obtain, when the popula- 
) of Northumberland ſhall authoriſe a diviſion, it muſt be widely different 
n the one now deſired. 5 ö | 

he committee will farther hazard an opinion, that many diviſions and 
ations of the lines of counties will be neceſſary, when, from a map of 
ſtate accurately defining the waters, ridges of hills and mountains, and 
preſent lines of counties, the members of the legiſlature can, from due 
mation, decide on their propriety ; until then, diviſions muſt often be 
e injudiciouſly, and until then {unleſs prefling reaſons operate to the 
rary) the erecting of new counties ſhould be deferred. | 
fluenced by theſe general and ſpecial reaſons, the committee ſubmit the 
wing reſolution : | 

ion of the ſame cannot be complied with. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 8 

de committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled “ An 
& to repeal all the laws or acts of Aſſembly requiring any oath or. affur ma- 


er purpoſes,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. . 
e report on the petitiohs of 1900 inhabitants of the city and liberties 
buladelphia, read February 13th, was read the ſecond time, as fol- 
VIZ, | pee wed OS 

Z . The 


\ 


onveniencies of their own ſituation, yet they may not always impartially | 


To your committee it appears, that in determining queſtions of this na- 


olved, That the prayer of the petition from Northumberland county for 


n of allegiance from the inhabitants of this commonwealth, and for certain 
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„ And whereas a number of reſpeQable citizens are apprehenſive 5 


„ ruption of the manners of the people: And this Houſe being defiron 


in ſuch indecent, immoral and unlicenced repreſentations, ſhall be! 


11 


The committee of the city members, on the petitions for a repeal of the 

law which prohibits theatrical repreſentations, report | 

That they entirely concur in ſentiment with their fellow-citizenz, f 
etitioners, and in conſequence offer the following reſolution : 

Reſatved, That a ſpecial committee be appointed to prepare and bring i 

a bill, repealing any act or part of an act which prohibits theatrical repre 


. 


ſentations. | | 

A motion was then made by Mr. Clymer, ſeconded by Mr. Fitz/mon, 

To add the following words, after the word “ repreſentations,” viz, « of 
* t0 provide againſt the abuſes of the theatre by repreſentations injurious ty 
* Fas. | 

Which was carried in the affirmative. 

It was then moved by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Piper, 

To re-commit the ſaid report, as amended. 

On the queſtion, —** Vill the Houſe agree to re-commit ?2— 

It was carried in the negative. 

The following motion was then made by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by 
Thomas, by way of inſtruction to the committee to be appointed on the f 
reſolution, viz. 


te theatrical repreſentations may be abuſed, ſo that indecent, vicious: 
«© immoral performances may be exhibited on the ſtage, to the ſcandi 
religion and virtue, the deſtruction of good order in ſociety, and theq 


« quieting the minds of worthy citizens, and preventing the abuſe, f 
« as in them hes, of a meaſure in itſelf innocent: | 

«© Reſolved, That the committee be inſtructed to inſert a clauſe in 
bill directed to be brought in, giving authority to 

22 BE „ to licence and allow ſuch dramatic pi 
« only as ſhall be in their opinion unexceptionable ; and if any plays, 
« terludes, lectures, or other theatrical exhibitions (by whatſoever nant 
«« deſcription they may be called or known) ſhall be repreſented wi 
«© ſuch licence, and contrary to decency and good morals, then, and in 
* caſe, every perſon and perſons acting or performing any part of | 


4 


to be indicted in the proper court, and, on conviction, to fine and it 
« ſonment, and holding to the peace or good behaviour, at the diſcreii 
« the court before which ſuch trial ſhall be held.“ | 
Which was carried in the negative. 
The original reſolution, as amended, recurring, viz. _ 
Reſolved, That a ſpecial committee be appointed to prepare and br 
a bill, repealing any a& or part of an a& which probibits theatrical" 
ſentations, and to provide againſt the abuſes of the theatre by repreſen 


-injurious to morals.. 
On the queſtion,—** Will the Houſe adopt the ſame ?”—the Yeas and 
were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. M*Lene, and were as follow, vi. 


R. 1 
1 George Clymer, 5 Wilkam Lewis, 
2 Thomas Fiiz/imons, 6 William M*Pherſon, 
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer, - 7 Jobn Salter, 


4 Lawrence Sickle, 8 Villiam Robinſon, | jun, vi 


_ * 
L 
% 
- * - 


1. 
g Richard Thomas, 
10 James Moore, 

11 John M Dowell, 
12 Alexander Lowrey, 
13 John Hopkins, 5 
14 Henry Dering. 

15 Thomas Lilley, 

16 Michael Schmyſer, 
17 Henry Ty/on, 

18 Foſeph Heiſter, 

19 Gabriel Heiſter, 
20 Joſeph Sands, 

21 Daniel Broadhead, 
22 Jobn Ludwig, 


AY £4 
1 George Logan, 


3 John Chapman, 
4 Valentine Upp, 
5 Samuel Foulke, 
6 Mark Wilcox, 
7 Caleb James, 


9 James Clemſon, 


11 Jacob Erb, 

12 Thomas Clingan, 
13 Foſeph Reed, 

14 David Mitcoell, 
15 Thomas Kennedy, 


* 


FR” 


2 Gerardus Wynkoop, 


8 Richard Downing, jun. 


10 James Cunningham, 


do it was carried in the affirmative. 


— 89 J 


. 
23 Peter Trexler, jun. 
24 Peter Ealer, 
25 Conrad Brie, jun. 


26 Stephen Balliot, 


27 Samuel Maclay, 
28 Jobn White, 


29 fohn Irwin, 


30 Villiam Todd, 
31 Jobn Nevil, 


32 Jacob Miley, 
33 John Carſon, 


34 Obadiah Gore, 
35 Hugh Daviſon. 


. 
16 Thomas Beale, 
17 Tonathan Hoge, 
18 Jacob Saylor, 
19 Jobn Piper, 
20 James Alliſon, 
21 Alexander Wrigbt, 
22 Jobn Gilchreeſt, 
23 Theophilus Philips, 
24 James M*Lene, 
25 James Johnſon, 
260 Robert Lollar, 
27 Jacob Ref, | 
28 Jonatban Roberts, 
29 Adam Orth. 


Ordered, That the city members be a committee, to bring in a bill con- 
mably to the foregoing reſolution. 5 


\djourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, February 21 a 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. Fri PORE” 
\ petition from a conſiderable number of the inhabitants of He:dleberg 
ſhip, in the county of Dauphin, remonſtrating againſt the line reported 
is ane run, for dividing the county of Dauphin aforeſaid from the county of 
viz. W'cofter, inaſmuch as one of the commiſſioners appointed to run the ſaid 
did not actually attend, nor does the ſaid line agree with the words or 
ation of the legiſlature, expreſſed in the act of Aſſembly, entituled 
in Af for erecting part of the county of Lancaſter into a Separate county, 
praying the ſaid act may be reviſed, or one or More capable nt tn 
| perſons 


id bit 
ical f 


reſen 


, 


7 


revolution, and to the conſtitution and government of this comm 


Chapman, Mr. Tyſon and Mr. Nevil, to report thereon. 


75 


EW 1. 


perſons appointed to view the ſaid line, and report to this Houſe, waz gl 
together with the depoſitions of Martin Thoma, Jobn Thoma and Jeſepb da 
Berger, in confirmation of the facts ſtated in the faid N 

Ordered to lie on the table. 


The committee ney February gth, on the petitions 4 600 inhahy, 


ants of the county A nn made toport, which was read, 28 fl. 


lows,” Viz. 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of 600 inhabitanu 
the northern ſts of Cumberland county, praying that a ſeparate county wy 


by laid off, report | 
That to them no reaſons appear ſufficiently forcible to ſhew the Proprie 


of a diviſion at preſent, and therefore they offer a reſolution. 
Reęſolved, That the prayer of the aforeſaid petition cannot at this tine k 
granted. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « / 
„Act to repeal ſo much of an att of General Aſſembly of this commanu 
4 as probibits dramatic entertainments within the city of Philadel Phia and! 
e neighbourhood thereof,” which was read the firſt time, and 
- Ordered to lie an the table. 
The committee appointed fon the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled * þ 
« Ack to repeal part of an act, entituled ** An Act to confirm the eſtaa a 
« intereſts of the college, academy and charitable ſchool of the city of N 
e Jadelpbia, and to amend and alter the charters thereof conformably tog 


TIT 


« wealth, and to .cre& the ſame into an univerſity,” which was read 
firſt time, and 
Ordered to he on the table. 5 
The petitions of 1422 inhabitants a the county of Cheſter, read yell 
day, were read the ſecond time; Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. Moore, ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, 


Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. Rakinks, | 


The petition of a number of the merchants and traders of he city 
Philadelphia, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to the laſt named committee, to re 
thereon, 
The 2 of a number of 4. inhabitants of the county of Fc 
read February 19th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon. 

On mation of Mr. M. Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Alliſon, 

. Ordered, That Mr. Nevil, Mr. Gilchreef and Mr. Philips be a commi 
to report thereon. 

The petition of a number of =" inhabitants of Newberry townlhiy, 
the county of York, read February 19th, was read the ſecond time: Whe 
pen, 

On motion of Mr. Schmyſer, ſeconded by Mr. Lilley, 

Ordered, That the members from the county of 7 fk be a commit 
to report thereon. 


The petition of Janes Murray, « read Fans I 9th, was read the { 


i 


time: 1 -- 


L 98+ ] 
On motion of Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. White, | 
Ordered, That Mr. Broadbead, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Jobnſton be a com- 
ittec, to report thereeo. | 5 
The petition of Ernſt Ludwig Baiſch, read February 12th, was read the 
ond time: Whereupon, INIT 3 
On motion made by Mr, Balliot, ſeconded by Mr. Hiltzbeimer, 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Sic&/e, Mr. Balliot and Mr. M. Lene, to 
vort thereon. _ PS CONDI | 
The petition of John Franklin, read February 14th, was read the ſecond 
ne: Whereupon, Ee 
On motion of Mr. Gore, ſeconded by Mr. Logan, 0 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. M*Dowell, Mr. Clingan, 
r. Lilley and Mr. Hoge, with inſtructions to confer with the Supreme Ex- 
tive Council and the Judges of the Supreme Court on the ſubje& matters 
ntained in his petition, and to make report thereon. | . 
The petition of Grizze/ Robertſon, read February 19th, was read the ſe- 
d time: Whereupon, by | 
In motion made by Mr. Foulke, ſeconded by Mr. Trexler, 
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. J. Heiſter and Mr. Trexler be a com- 
tee, to report thereon. 

he report read February 18th, on the petition of a number of the 
abitants of the county of Luzerne, was read the ſecond time : Where- 
JN ; | 
folved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
d a law, to divide the county of Luzerne into four election diſtricts, for 
purpoſe of holding their annual elections, agreeably to the prayer of the 
noners. IT 69 ä ls : | 
Irdered, That Mr. Gilchreeft, Mr. Miley and Mr. Gore be a committee, ts 
gin a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 
he report read February 13th, on the petitions of the coach-makers, and 
r mechanics employed in the various branches of that manufacture, 
read the ſecond time. | | 


Jn the queſtion, —** ⸗PVill the Houſe agree to the following reſolution 2 ns 


olved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
a law, to repeal ſo much of an act paſſed the 2oth of March, 1783, 
tuled An Act for raifing and collecting of money on the ſpecified articles 
rein mentioned, for the ſupport of government, and for other Purpoſes 
em mentioned, as impoſes a tax on the owners or poſſeſſors of riding 
vriages. 5 

motion was made by Mr. Fitzſimons, ſeconded by Mr. Moore, 

0add, after the word . carriages,” the words *©* other than coaches, cha- 
ts, phetons, or other four wheeled chaiſes.” 1 
hich was carried in the negative. | 

d on the queſtion to agree to the reſolution, as offered by the com- 
e, „ 

was carried in the negative. | 

Was then moved by Mr. Lollar, ſeconded by Mr. Car/on, 

re- conſider the ſaid reſolution, | 


ich was carried in the affirmative. | 
| A a | | It 


7 in Paſſyunk townſhip, in the county aforeſaid, containing about throes 


( 32 J 
It was thereupon mojed by Mr. Lothar, ſeconded by Mr. Ludwig,” 


To adopt the — propoſed by Mr. * W 1 
| Moore. 

Which was carried in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Fitzfimons, ended by Mr. Chmer, 

To add the words ** #2 attual uſe,” after the word ** chaſer.” ; 

Which was carried in the negative, 
And the reſolution, as amended, adopted, as follows, vip. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be ena 
into a law, to repeal ſo much of an act paſſed the 2oth of Marc, 1h 
entituled © An Ad, for rang and tolletting of money on the ſpecified arii 
« therein mentioned, Joer the fapport of government, and for other pi 
* therein mentwned, as impoſes a tax on the owners or poſſeſſors of nin 
carriages, other than "couches, CRUE hun. or other four whey 


chaiſes. 
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. iter and Mr. Jeden be u 
mittee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 


e until three o r on ow next, . M. 


Money, Fikrwory, 23, 1789. P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjourument. 

A petition from Hans Poyk, an 6 debtor, confined i in the gu 
the city and county of Fhiladeiphin, was read, praying to be releaſed f 
his impriſonment ; and on nen, and eee the ſame was 
the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. \Liexvis, Mr. Rabi 
Mr. Hoge and Mr. Saylar, to report thereon. 
A petition from Margaret Smyth, wife of Brederiok $1 myth, of the col 
of Philadelphia, Eſquire, was read, ſetting forth, that Ro her mart 
with her ſaid huſband fh was ſeifed of divers mefluages, lands and t 
ments, in the city and rounty af Fbiludeſphuu, which, by articles 6 
before her fail marriage, wete veſted in truſtees, for the purpoſe of fecu 
them to her ſeparate uſe; that ſome. time after her marriage the ſaid u 
with reſpect to her moicty of a tract of land called 7/i/on plantation, Wi 


_ 
— 


dred and fifty acres, Was by mdenture veſted in certain other truſtees, © 
certain purpoſes in the fame indenture mentioned; that ſhe has a very 4 
tageous offer to diſpoſe of the ſaid plantation, whereby her eſtate therein 
be converted into an annuity, payable to herfelf and 3 ſaid huſband 6 
their lives, and the life of the tfurvivor, but that doubts have ariſen wk 
they have power to make a ſufficient title; therefore praying leave to! 
in a bill, to be enacted into a law, to authoriſe the ſaid truſtees, or a) 
of them, in conjunction with the petitioner and her ſaid huſband, * 
and convey her moiety of faid plantation to the purchaſer, upon the 
and in the manner between them ſtipulated and agreed on. f 


— 


Ordered to lie on the table. 


L 


a petition from a number of the inhabitants of the election diſtrict of 
Auguſta, in the county of  Northumberiand, read in the late Houſe of Ar 
ſembiy September ꝙth laſt, was preſented to the chair, read, ad 

Ordered to lie on the table. \ 
Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill, enti- 
tuled “ An Ad to enable the Rettor, Church Wardens and Veſtrymen of the 
« Proteſtant Epiſcopal evureb of dt. John, at Yerk-Town, 70 mortgage the 
« parſonage boufe ond certain lots 4 rund. which « was read the firſt time, 


and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The report read February 19th, on the petitions of 1750 8 of 
the connty of Dauphis, was read the { ſecond time: Whereupon 
Refalued, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorifing 
wrge Frey to ſupport the dam he has built acroſs — creek, with ſuch 
efiritions as will oblige him to make and ſupport a lock at the moſt con- 
enient place at his mill-race, for the convenience of ſuch boats and other - 
ift as may have occaſion to paſs wp and dowa ſaid creek. 
Ordered, That Mr. Tyſon, Mr. Laduug, Mr. Mrley, Mr. Orth and Mr. 
arſon be a commitiee, to bring 3 in a-bill conformably to the es reſo- 
ution. 
rue report read 7 ebruary 17th, on the petition of Elizabeth Parker, ' was 
e che ſecond time: Wherneupan 
Refolved, That the prayer of the petition of Elizabeth Parker cannot de 
ranted, and that ſhe have leave to withdraw her petition. 
A member, having obtained leave, preſented to the chair a bill. entitled 
A Supplement to the act, entitulad ** A Supplement to the act, entituled 
An Act to enforce the due collection and payment of takes within this 
commonwealth,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. | | 
The petition of Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Mentges, cond February ths 
s read the ſecond time. 
lt was then moved by Mr. Leuis, ſeconded by Mr. Balliot, 
To refer the ſaid petition to a committee. 
Which was carried in the negative. Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. M. Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 
Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 
The bill, eovituled «© An A& to repeal all the laws or atts of Aſſembly re- 
fwring an oath or affirmation of . allegiance from the inbabitants of this com- 
mmnwealth, and for certain other purpoſes,” was read the ſecond time, and 
blidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for A third reading, and 8 pub- 
ed for conſideration. 
The bill, entituled . An Ad to re pal fo much of an at# of General Afſem- 
bl of this commonwealth, as probibits- ee entertainments within the city 
a BY Philadelphia, and te =righhour uod thereof,” was read the ſecond time, 
e to conſidered by paragraphs. 
vr anordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
nd, "Wed for confideration. 

thc lhe report read February 1 3th, on the petition af divers inhabitants of 
county of Clair, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
Ag dass. 


/ 


[ 94 ] 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to alter 20 
amend the act of Aſſembly of the late province, entituled An Add concen 
ing cattle, horſes and ſheep treſpaſſing within this province,” paſſed the four 
day of March, 176 3. ſo as to remedy ſundry defects therein, as ſtated in the 
ſaid petition... & 

Ordered, That Mr. T. Bae, Mr. Erb and Mr. Trexler be a committee, th 
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. * | 

It was then, on motion of Mr. M*Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 

Ordered, That the ſaid committee be inſtructed to reviſe the laws for n. 
_ gulating fences, and inſert in the bill they are directed to bring in ſuch alter 
ations of the ſaid laws, ag they may think neceſſary. 

The bill, entituled 4 Supplement to the aft, entituled * An Ac f 
< -ereCting part of the county of Bedford into a ſeparate county,” way 
the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
i Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the en of young enagted Into 
W. 
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of W inn 
land, read February 2oth, was read the ſecond time, Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Wynkoep, ſeconded by Mr. M*Lene, 

Ordered, That the ſame be tranſmitted to the Supreme Executive. Co c 

On motion-of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Moore, 

Ordered, That Mr. Logan be added to the committee appointed Now 
15th laſt, to report a bill for regulating and (eſtabliſhing: fees, and, if dex 
ed neceſſary, to employ a perſon or En to aid them 1 in the completin! 
that important buſineſs. asl 5 

The report read. February 17th, on the letter from Jonathan Hart, i 
and the petition of Ebenezer "Prothingham, was read the ſecond time: When 
upon 1 ku, 

"Reſolved, That the prayer contained in the petition: of Yonathan l. i 
Eſq; and Ebenezer Frotbingbam, cannot. be complied with, and that 
have leave to withdraw the ſame. * : 

Adjourned until ten o'clock W-morrowy: A. M. p29 


— 


Tueſday, February 24, 1 1789. A. NM. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

A petition from divers citizens reſiding on the weſt ade of Schuyhtil 
read, ſetting forth, that a conſiderable ſum of money has been raiſed 
law, « which by another act of the legiſlature was directed to be expeil 
in repairing that part of the old road leading to the borough of Lanci 
commonly called Jones s lane; that in as much as no part of the mone) 
rected to be laid out in amending the ſaid road hath been expended, | 
pray a part thereof at leaſt may be laid out in amending and repai"l, 
weſtern road, commonly called the New Road, leading through the tow" 
of Bleckley, in the direction of the High- frreet of Philadelphia, towards. 
ſaid borough. _ 

Ordered to lie on the table. | ITE. 

1 petition from David Miller, of e 3 in the coun 
Cumberland, was read, ſetting forth, that he hath eſtabliſhed a ferry ® 
the river Juniata, at or. near the mouth of Raccoon creek, and pray in 
ſame may be confirmed to him by law. 
Ordered to lie on the table. NPY 3 


1 3 

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Cumberland 
and the parts adjacent was read, praying. that a ferry may be eſtabliſhed 
acroſs the river Juniatd, at the mouth accoon creek, and the right there 
o veſted in David Miller, or his legal re. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed November 14th laſt, to confer with Council on 
the ſubject of an exoneration from the payment of militia fines, made re- 
bort, which was read, as follows, v:z. 

The committee appointed to confer with Council on the ſubje& of an 
.oneration from the payment of militia fines report, as the relult of the 
onference, the following reſolution: 

Rejolved, That a ſpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill to 
aſtitute a Board in each county, conſiſting of the Member of Council, the 
ieutenant, and Preſident of the Common, Pleas for the ſame, with powers to 
eive and determine on appeals from the aſſeſſment of militia fines, and to 


rant exonerations from the payment thereof, in the whole or in part, in 
aſes of hardſhip or inability. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
The committee appointed for the pu reported A bill, cated * 
Supplement to the ſeveral atts of 2 for the Wy of wet debt- 
rs,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. | | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled © An 
Ad to grant to the corporation of the Miniſter, Truſtees, Elders and Deacons 
of the German Reformed congregation in the city of Philadelphia, in be late 
province (now ſlate) Pennſylvania, certain Jands therein mentianeu, far 
eudowing 4 free ſchool, for the uſe of 7 rhe For of the aid Cougregatin,” 
ich was read the firſt time, and | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
he committee on claims, to whom was. referred the petition of Joon Cart, 
Truary 7th, made report, which was read, as follows, vi. 
The committee on claims, on the petition of Jobn Cart, beg leave to re- 


3 


That they heve cicmrined Bes, the claims of the petitioner to ll low ne | 
cd in his petition, and have given him an opportunity of making ſuch 
onal explanations as he thought proper; but your committee are not ſa- 
xd as to his right to the property, even were it politically expedient to in- 
in the buſinefs : Therefore, as well from their want of ſatisfaction as 
ls right, as from a conviction that it is ĩnexpedient for the ſtate to extend 
lime for preferring ſuch claims, they are induced to recommend 1 che 
je the following reſolution : 
ed, That Jobn Cart have leave to withdraw his petition. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
be committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, enticed 4 er 
* for altering the time of holding the Courts of General Quarter Seſſions of 
Peace and Gaol N in the county of Bucks,” which was 1 the 
time, and | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
W* petition of Morgaret Smyth, read 8 wy Wy: the frond time: 
upon, | 
| B b 


ſeors in office; and it was thereby declared and 0 that the ſame ſi 


e 
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On motion of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Fitzfimons, 
Ordered, That it be referred ur. Lai, Mr. Wynloop and Mr. Hy 
to report thereon. 

The bill, entituled An AF to enable the Rector, Church-Wardens a 
« Veſtrymen of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal church of St. John, at York:Tow, 
« to mortgage the parſonage houſe and certain lots of ground,” was read the 1 
cond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. 

The bill, entituled A Supplement to the aft, entituled ** A Supplemey 
* to the act, entituled An Act to enforce the due collection and paymen 
4 of taxes withiis this commonwealth, ” was read the ſecond Time, and con 
ſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pul 
liſhed for conſideration. 

The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the motion made February i 
by Mr. Logan, and ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, relative to the W and 
amination of the accounts of the Comptroller- General. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Fitzfimons, ſeconded by Mr. Lola 

To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid motion, in order to introduce 
reſolution in lieu thereof. #31 1 | 

Which was carried in the affirmative. | 

The reſolution being read, was adopted, as follows, UV1Z. 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to examine into the powen 
the Comptroller-General, and the mode of tranſacting buſineſs in that off 

and that they report to the Houſe in their preſent ſeſſion,  _ 
Oradered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfmons, Mr. Logan, Mr. Yobnfm 
M. Lollar be a committee, for the purpoſes contained i in the foregoing 
lution. 

The report read F ebruary 13th, on the repreſentation of che Judge of 
Supreme Court, was read the ſecond time, as follows, viz. 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition: from the Juig 
the Supreme Court, beg leave to report 

That the independence and integrity of the Judges of the Supreme | 
of Judicature, ſo eſſential to the due adminiſtration: of juſtice, is endeav! 
to be ſecured by the conſtitution of this ſtate, which dire&s and eſtabli 
that the faid Judges ſhall have fixed falaries, and be commiſſioned for 
years: That in and by an act of Aſſembly, entituled An A# to fc 
* fix and eftabliſh permanent ſalaries for the Judges of the Supreme C 
on the twenty-fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord one 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-five, the proviſion which is made h 
conſtitution for the independence and integrity of the ſaid Judges . 
coghized, and the reſpeCtive annual ſalaries. therein ſpecified, were fixe 
eſtabliſhed, as the permaneat ſalaries of the ſaid Judges, and of their {0 


ſhould not thereafter be withdrawn,  withheld' or leflened, on any pt 
 Whatſoever: That in conſequence of an act of General Aſſembly, ent 
« An Adt for furniſhing the quota of this flate towards paying the ann 
tere of the debts of the United States, and for funding "and paying | 
 « tereſt of the and iy 1 debts of this ſtate, bills of credit, to the amo 
one and and fifty * pounds, were made, and put into circu! 


To” 


- 


L ] 

* the revenues of the ſtate have ſince been generally paid in the ſame 
bills, and received by the Judges towards their ſalaries : That the ſaid bills 
of credit have from time to time depreciated in value, and have ſometimes 
been reduced to leſs than two thirds of the eſtimated original value of the 
me, when exchanged for gold or filver, whereby the ſalaries of the Judges - 
ſoreſaid, which had been declared fixed and eſtabliſhed as aforeſaid, have 
been much impaired and leſſened, and conſiderable portions thereof have 
thereby been withholden from the ſaid Judges, to their manifeſt injury, in 
iolation of the conſtitution of the commonwealth, and in direct contradic- 
jon to and derogation from the ſtipulations and proviſions of the act herein 
gefore recited, which was made for the expreſs purpoſe of aſcertaining, fix- 
g and eſtabliſhing the ſame ſalaries in a permanent manner: For remedy 
rhereof, and to make good and effectual the juſt and lawful ſalaries of the 
id Judges, thus ſolemnly ſtipulated, and that the wholeſome proviſion of 
he conſtitution, and the act of Aſſembly aforeſaid, reſpecting the Judges 
ſpecially made, may be faithfully executed, we offer the following reſolu- 
on, Viz. 8 | . 
Reſolved, That the Comptroller-General. ſhall, and he is hereby authoriſed 
d required to aſcertain, liquidate and declare, according to equity and good 
ſcience, the damages which have been, or at the times of ſuch liquida- 
"ns ſhall have been, ſuſtained by the Judges of the Supreme Court ſeve- 
ly, by receiving the bills of credit aforeſaid for their Falaries z and that 
on a ſtatement thereof by the Comptroller-General made, and exhibited 
the Preſident or Vice-Preſident in Council, the ſaid Preſident or Vice- 
dent in Council may and ſhall make and ſign a warrant, on the Treaſu- 
of this commonwealth, for the ſum thereupon found due to each,of -the 
ne Judges, payable to them reſpectively, or their legal repreſenfatives ; 


it 


7 ich warrants the ſaid Treaſurer is. authoriſed and directed to pay and ſatis- 


out of any of the unappropriated monies of this commonwealth which 

de in his hands. . | 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe. agree to the reſolution contained in the 
report? — ö 


it was carried in the negative. 


motion was then made by Mr. Leit, ſeconded by Mr. Iruin, 
lo re- conſider the vote of the Houſe on the ſaid reſolution. 

hich was carried in the affirmative. Whereu . 
Irdered, That the further conſideration of the ſaid report be poſtponed. 
Njourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 3 


| Wedneſday, February 25, 1789. A. M. 
e Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
he committee appointed February 16th, 


, On the petition of a number of 
refident and other owners of lands in the frontier counties of this ſtate, 
report, which was read, as follows, vis. _ | -_— 


he committee on the petition of the non-reſident owners of lands re- 


- 


lat, leaving the other matters contained in the petition to'be more ma- 
3 Wh conſidered and reported on by them hereafter, the committee confine 
elves for the preſent to a farther ſuſpenſion of the powers of the com- 

5 | : | miſſioners 


/ 


1 * 
. 
- 
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miſſioners for the ſale of lands, prayed for, which they are of opinion Ouphe 
to be granted, and immediately, as the ſuſpending act will expire as early z 
the 22d day of March next: They therefore offer the following reſolution: 
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to extend, for a furthe 
limited time, the act, entituled An Act to ſuſpend, for fix month, 1, 
«© powers of the commiſſioners of the ſeveral counties of this flate to make fa 
« of unſeated lands for non-payment of taxes. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed February 19th, on the memorial and petition q 
the merchants, traders and citizens of the city of Philadelphia, and th 
vicinity thereof, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 

The committee on the petition of the merchants and traders, reſpedig 
vendues, report 

That duly conſidering the ſaid petition, many reaſons occur to them againf 
laying the buſineſs of an auctioneer further open, which, in their opiniay 
counterbalance the diſadvantages complained of in the preſent reſtriction; hy 
that they fully agree with the petitioners in ſentiment, that the tax paid a 
the ſale of goods in the city of Philadelpbia and its neighbourhood is a pu 
tial and unequal burthen, and as ſuch ſhould be diſcontinued : They then 
fore offer the following reſolution : 

That a ſpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill for repealing u 
law, or part of a law, which ſubjects goods ſold at auction to a duty. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled “ 
«© Att for enlarging the time limited by the act, entituled An Act for fat 
c litating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year o 
«© thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of i 
« funded debt of this ſtate; for extending the time for patenting lan 
« which were located before the declaration of independence, and for gi 
te ing a right of pre-emption to actual ſettlers for procuring warrants 
e lands by them occupied,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

The committee appointed February 21ſt, on the petition of a number! 
the inhabitants of the county of Fayette, made report, which was read, 
follows, v2. | | 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of 
inhabitants of the county of Fayette, beg leave to report the following! 
ſolution : | 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be ena 
into a law, to divide the county of F ayette into election diſtricts 
the purpoſe of holding their annual elections, agreeably to the prayer of 
petitioners. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
A memorial from a committee of the public creditors was read, ref 
ſtrating againſt that part of the report of the committee on ways and me 
which recommends a repeal of ſo much of any act or acts as directs the 
ment of intereſt on the new-loan debt beyond the firſt day of April 
and praying the funding ſyſtem of the ſtate may be inviolably preſerved 
that its appropriated revenues may be faithfully applied to the pv? 
therein aſſigned ; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame Was 
the ſecond time: Whereupon as 


19 

A motion was made by Mr. M. Lene, ſeconded by Mr. G. Heiter, 
That the ſaid memorial be referred to the committee on ways and means. 
Which was carried in the negative. | | 
It was then, on motion made by Mr. Clymer, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Fitz/fmons, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Chap- 
an, Mr. M*Dowell, Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Tyſon, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Piper, Mr. 
vi, Mr. Philips and Mr. M. Lene, to report thereon. * 
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the election diſtrict of 
Yuguſta, in the county of Northumberland, read February 23d, was read the 
ond time: Whereupon, a | | | | 
On motion of Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. W#tte, | 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Maclay and Mr. White, 
report thereon. ; | 

The petition of David Miller, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time : 
hereupon, | | 

On ln of Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Beale, | 
Ordered, That the ſame, together with the petition of a number of the 
habitants of the county of Cumberland, read yeſterday, be referred to the 
mbers from Cumberland, to report thereon. . 8825 | 
The report read yeſterday, on the petition of Jobn Cart, was read the 
ond time: Whereupon, 8 

ſolved, That John Cart have leave to withdraw his petition. 
The report of the committee, appointed to confer with Council on th 
ect of an exoneration from the payment of militia fines, read yeſterday, __ 
read the ſecond time: Whereupon, E Ke. 
deſlved, That a ſpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill to in- 
ute a Board in each county, conſiſting of the Member of Council, the 
utenant, and Preſident of the Court of Common Pleas for the ſame, 
b powers to receive and determine on appeals from the aſſeſſment of mi- 
a fines, and to grant exonerations from the payment thereof, in the whole 
n part, in caſes of hardſhip or inability. | = | 
Drdered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitzfmons, Mr. Hage, Mr. Nevil and Mr. 
ene be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing re- 
tion, | | | 
The report of the committee read February 21ſt, on the petition of . 600 
itants of the county of Cumberland, was read the ſecond time. | 
Va the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the following reſolution? — 


—_ | olved, That the prayer of the petition of ſundry inhabitants of the 
er of bern parts of Cumberland county, praying for a diviſion of that county, 


ot at this time be granted. - 
was moved by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Hege, 
0 poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid reſolution, in order to introduce 
following, viz. V Io „ 
FThereas a conſiderable number of the inhabitants of the north part of 
berland county have preſented a petition to this Houſe, praying that that 
of Cumberland county, as deſcribed: in their petition, may be erected 
(new. and ſeparate county. _ 55 2 | 
ſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to erect that 
of Cumberland county that lies to the north of the river Juniata and 
© "Os | 95 Tuſcarora 


5 ia [x00 
Toſcarora mountain (agreeably to the prayer of the inhabitants contained in 
a petition preſented to this Houſe) into a new and ſeparate county, 

Which was carried in the affirmative, 

And the reſolution propoſed by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr, Hag, 
adopted. | 8 DES | | 
Ordered, That the members from Cumberland county be a committee, tg 
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


S Thurſday, February 26, I 789. . 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. ö 6 
A petition from John Roſs, late ſailing maſter of the Arnold battery in th 
navy of this ſtate, was read, ſetting forth, that he hath not received ah 
compenſation for his ſervices, and praying relief in the premiſes. 
. Ordered to lie on the table. my | 
A memorial from n Hewſon, callicoe printer, was read, praying tl 
bill, entituled An Ad for granting unto John Hewſon and Robert Ty 
lor, callicoe printers and bleachers, the ſum of | poun 
each, as an encouragement to them to carry on, in as extenſive a manner 
« poſſible, ſaid branches of bufineſs,” read in the late Houſe of Aﬀembl 
_ March 28th laſt, may be taken into conſideration, and paſſed into a lay 
and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the fame was read the ſecond tin: 
Whereupon, | | 
On motion of Mr. M*Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Hoge, Mr. Balliot and Mr. ML 
to report thereon. IE hide it 
A remonſtrance from a committee of a number of the citizens of the 
and liberties of Philadelphia, appointed to preſent and proſecute the petiti 
againſt theatrical entertainments, was read, praying the bill, entituled © 
% Act to repeal ſo much of an att of General Aſſembly of this commonwealth 
* probibits dramatic entertainments within the city of Philadelphia, and 
* neighbourhood thereof,” may not be enacted in the preſent ſeſſion ; and! 
in the mean time they may be furniſhed with atteſted copies of the nu 
of the ſigners of the petitions for and againſt theatrical exhibitions. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | we FI 3s 
A petition from Jobn Eve, of the county of Philadelphia, powder mi 
facturer, was read, praying, on behalf of himſelf and others, manu 
turers of gunpowder, that a duty may be laid on gunpowder importe 
this ſtate, and the duty on rough fſalt-petre be taken off, in order t0 
courage and promote the ſaid manufactories. „ | 
Ordered to lie on the table. CREE | | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled "WF, 
* Adt to repeal ſo much of an af, entituled An Act for raiſing and 
„ letting of money on the ſpecified articles therein mentioned, 45! 
4 tax on the owners or poſſeſſors of any riding carriages, other than © 
«/ chartots, pbætons, or other four wheeled chaiſes,” which was teac 
j IEC, 4 gs 
= Ordered to lie on the table. 
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Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill, enti- 


« Northern Liberties,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | Fe 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, egtituled 4 
« Supplement to the act, entituled An Act to regulate the gen@al elections 
« of this commonwealth, and to prevent frauds therein,” enacted the thir- 
tenth day of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-five, which 
vis read the firſt time, and | . 

Ordered to lie on the table. | * | 

The bill, entituled “ An Act for the incorporation of the College of Phy- 

« fictans in Philadelphia,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by pa- 


q phs. IE 
— That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


hed for conſideration. 
The bill, entituled “ An AF ro repeal part of an act, entituled An Act 
to confirm the eſtates and intereſts of the College, Academy and Chari- 
table School of the city of Philadelphia, and to amend and alter the char- 
ters thereof conformably to the revolution, and to the conſtitution and 
government of this commonwealth, and to erect the ſame into an Uni- 
rerfity,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
ſhed for conſideration. | | 

The bill, entituled ** An A# ro grant to the corporation of the Miniſter, 
Truſtees, Elders and Deacons of the German Reformed congregation in the 
ah of Philadelphia, in the late province (now tate of Pennſylvania, cer- 
tam lands therein mentioned, for endowing à free ſchool, for the wuſe of the 
poor of the ſaid congregation, * was read the ſecond time, and conſidered 
paragraphs. 5 | 


Ordered, That it "be: tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


he 


etitie 


1e for conſideration. ; 

alben motion of Mr. Fitzſimons, ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, N 

and erdered, That Tugſday next be aſſigned for the third reading of the bill, 
and H tuled “ 4 Supplement to an act, entituled * An Act more effectually to 


e m revent unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork for exportation, 
md to regulate the ' exportation of flaxſeed, butter and biſcuit in kegs,” and 
tit be the order for that day. Pet a elt att”, 

er mi dj ourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 
manu | 
orted 


der (0 


Friday, February 27, 1789. A. M. 
e Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. es ie BLDG Het | 
ine committee appointed February 21ſt, on the petition of James Mur- 


66 - ; ” 4 * . 
led F made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 
8 abe committee, to whom was referred the petition of Colonel James 
a Tay, beg leave to report—— _ 1 5 
han 6 1 


bat in their opinion the prayer thereof cannot be granted : Your com- 
K therefore recommend the following reſolution: _ 8 
folved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 
Ordered to lie on the table. . 7 

The 


led“ An AF in aid of the Callowhill market, in the townſhip of the 


” 


% 
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e exigencies of government; or, to take from the funds heretofore app 


n 


The committee appointed February 19th, on the petition of divers Owners 
of marſh and meadow grounds bounded by the river Delaware and De 
creek, in Tinicum townſhip, in the county of Cheſter, made report, 4 
was read, as follows, viz. A | W bb Wh 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of ſundry owners of 
marſh meado\y on Delaware and Derby creek, report e 

That in their opinion it is juſt and reaſonable for the owners of meadoy 
land, which is ſo connected as to derive ſecurity from the exterior bank; 
which encloſe the ſame, ſhould} contribute a reafonable proportion of the 
expence for ſuch defence, which appears to be the fituation- of the owner 
of marſh meadow on Delaware and Derby creek : Your committee therefore 
offer the following reſolution : . 

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted into a lay, 
obliging ſundry owners of marſh meadow in the townſhip of Tinicum, an 
county of Cheſter, bounding on the river Delaware and Derby creek, to py 
their proportionable part of the expence neceſſary for ſupporting the tide 
banks of ſaid marſh meadow. Fg 133 

Ordered to lie on the table. SS Lb "IL: | 

The committee appointed February 25th, on the memorial of the con 
mittee of the public creditors," made report, which was read, as follon 
VIZ. | | 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of the committee 

ublic creditors, report=—— = ' ODT 

That they have duly conſidered the ſubje& matter of the ſaid memori 
as well as the reaſons offered in ſupport thereof by the memorialiſts, and: 
perſuaded that it is nevertheleſs proper that an alteration ſhould now 
place in the funding ſyſtem, in as much as a conſiderable portion of the 
venue heretofore applied towards the payment of the New-Loan debt will i 
mediately go to the government of the United States, and that thoſe reven 
which the ſtate can yet retain are inadequate to the ſupport of governmel 
and the ſervices with which they are charged: That one of two things thi 
fore becomes abſolutely neceſſary, that is, to lay new taxes, equal to 


to the funding ſyſtem what may be neceſſary to ſupply thoſe deficienci 
The committee, conſidering the firſt as totally improper under our prel 
circumſtances, can only recommend the latter; at the ſame time that! 
their duty to remark, that the committee of public creditors agree, witl 
difficulty, to have the payment of their intereſt poſtponed, provided 
other alteration is made in the funding ſyſtem. 

As the report of the committee on ways and means is before the He 
and will neceffarily call for a deciſion on theſe points, the committee tl 
it their duty only to recommend, KP ns wet 

That no intereſt ſhall be paid or chargeable to this tate upon the 
Loan debt after the intereſt to April next is paid, except the United » 
hall make proviſion for the payment of ſuch intereſt to this ſtate ; and 
ſuch of the New-Loan creditors as chuſe to take back their continental 
tificates may have liberty to do ſo. OD IO Mg 
That fo much of the funds heretofore appropriated to the payment 0 

toreſt under the funding ſyſtem, as may be neceſſary to make good th 
ficiencies in the other revenues of the ſtate, be applied to that purpole. 
. © Ordered to lie on the table, 1 8 . 


— 
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The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled . Ar 
« A to ere Wyoming townſhip, and that part of Cataweſſy and Maho- 


« ning townſhips herein after deſcribed, in the county of Northumberland, into 
« feparate election diſtrict, which was read the firſt time, ant 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
The bill, entituled 4 Supplement to the ſeveral act. of Afembl for the 
« relief of * en was read the ſecond _ and conſidered by 


hs. . 

Gael, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
iſhed for conſideration.” 

The bill, entituled ** An Aft for dw the time of bolding the Courts of 
General Quarter Seffions of the Peace and Gaol Delivery in the county of 
Bucks, was read. the ſecond time: Whereupon, 
motion was made by Mr. Leuu, ſeconded by Mr. Lollar, 

To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid bill. 8 
Which was carried in the affirmative. | 
Mr. Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled « An AF to alter the 
times. of holding the Courts of General Quarter Seffions of the Peace and 

Gaol Delivery in the ſeveral counties within this commonwealth ;* and having 
ained leave, preſented the ſame to the chair, and the ſaid bill was read; 
d on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed 7 a third nin 51 forthwith pub- 
bed for conſideration- 

The report read February 25th, on the petition of a Araber of the 
abitants of the * county of TI was read the ſecond time: Where- 

n 
ec, That a committee be appointed to belng ina bill, to be need 
2 law, to divide the county of Fayette into four election diſtricts, for 
purpoſe of holding their annual elections, ni, to ws Prayer of 
petitioners. 

Irdered, That Mr. Nevil, Mr. Gilcbreeft and Mr. Philips de a committee, 
ting in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. | 

a motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr. „ bode 301 

red, That Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Wynkoop, 1 Mr. Hae 
Mr. M. Lene be a committee, on that part of the meſſage of Council 


port thereon. 

motion of Mr. Pirafmorr, Goconded by Mr. Wynkoop, you 
fered, That Wedneſday next be aſſigned for the third reading of 5 
entituled / An AG to el r the city of Philedetphis,” n that it 
e order for that day. 

e Houſe reſumed the confideration of the report aoftponed February 
on that part of the meſſage from Council reſpecting the vendue 


the queſtion,.— Will the Houſe agree fo the following reſolution, pro- 
the committee? -i. 
Wed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paſſed 
hw, to authoriſe the Preſident or Vice-Preſident in Council to appoint 
ence an Auctioneer for the townſhip of Moyamen/ing, ſubject to the 
les and regulations with the Auctioneers for the city * Philadelphia, 
Qt of Southwark, and the townſhip of the Northern Liberties, and 
D d | to 


boned November 1 3th laſt, which U e a reviſion of we tax x lawn, and 
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except, Sc.) at public auction, within the ſaid townſhip, or at any other 
| mid Auctioneers, within their reſpective diſtricts. 


much of any act as impoſes, a duty on the ſale of goods. by public audio 
the townſhip, of Moyamen/ing. 


all ſhingles to be exported from the port of mos at 
 ſplvania regiment, was read, ſetting forth, that they were engaged for 


remained in the ſervice for three years, without having received any con 


| TE. relief. 


88 follows, vic. 


104 J 


to prevent all other perſons from ſelling any goods, chattels or real ella 


ace within two miles of the State-Houſe in the ſaid eityr other than th 


A motion was made by Mr. Fitzfmons, ſeconded by Mr. | Robinſon, 

To poſtpone the confideration of the ſaid IE in order to "nt 
duce the following reſolution in lieu thereof, vi. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to 


and to enable the Supreme n Council to WD an Audtioncer i 


Which was carried in the negative, and the arigite) Tesch adopted 
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Balliot be a Genimihes 
bring in a bill conformably to the reſolution, as adopted. 

The bill, entituled “ An A# 10 incorporate the Newtown Library d 
« pany in Bucks county, was read the third time, and ee: by'p 


graphs. 
. That it be; engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being cage in 


law. : : 


| Adjourned until ten o 'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, February 285 I 789. A. M. | | | 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A petition from a number of the merchants and traders. of the ci 


Philadelphia was read, praying} a perſon may be appointed by 15 th 


Ordered: to lie on the table. 
A petition from Van Swearingen and others, late officers i in the OY 


ſation for the deprocianhen, due. on thei pay. and praying this House to f 


Ordered to Bs on the table. | | 
* petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of B 
praying leave to bring in a bill for the better and more effectual relief d 
poor, read in a former Houſe of Ant November . 17800 was preh 
275 to the chair, read, and 208 
| Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entitle q 
Ad for tbe religf of Robert Beatty and Benjamin Moore, inſolvent di 
6 confined in the gaols of Cumberland and Dauphin countries,” which wa" 
the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. _. 
4 he committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled 
plament to the ſeveral acts of General Aſembly reſpe@ing public a 
and audtioneers, which was read the. firſt time, and 5 8 
Onlered to lie on the tabe. F 
"The committee. on c made a Further report. in part, which wall: 


ic 
* 


tee, "claims, on the petition of the Reverend Meſſieurs 
6 * Ane, N in * late n beg leave to re- 


That the prayer of hs petitioners cannot be (granted: The committee 
-refore ſubmit the following reſolution, 255 


 Reſoved, That the Reverend Meſſieurs Jones, Rogers and M*Murdie, have 
ave to withdraw their petitions. ' 


5 committee alſo, on the petition of Fames Davidſon, a regimental 
n in the late army, beg leave to report — 

That the prayer of the petitioner cannot be granted : They therefore « offer 

tc following reſolution, 


Reſolved, That James Davidſon have- . to un his petition, 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


opted, as follows, viz. 


ith the Senators of the ſtates who have. ratified the conſtitution of the 
ited States, the Senate thereof, and that ſuch credentials ſhall be 97 1 
the Speaker, and atteſted by the Clerk of chis Houſe. 


« State of PENNSYLVANIA, 2 


\ 


By the REPRESENTATIVES of the FREEMEN. of the Commonwealth of 
6c PENNSYLVANIA, in GENERAL ASSEMBLY met. 


|) our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-eight, the Honor- 


hoſen, at the time and place, and in the manner by the Legiſlature pre- 
ended, SENAToR+'s of and from the ſaid ſtate, to compoſe, with the 
enators elected by the Legiſlatures of the ſtates who have ratified the 
onſtitution for the United States, the Senate of the United States, agree- 
dly to the conſtitution thereof. | | 


2 Signed, by order of the Houſe, bis 


one thouſand ſeven bundred and eigbty- nine, 
„and in the thirteenth year of the Lov nga 
«© of the United States. | 

* | Sppantn. 


A 


Clerk of the General Aſembly. 4K 


ie bill, entituled An AG for /e eparating Newberry townſhip, + in ; the 
wy of York, from the fifth, and annexing the ſame to the firſt election 
| of that county, was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by pa- 
hs, 
dered, That it be tranſcribed for a third der and forthwith mew 


for conſideration. | he Th 
N 0 | | . 


A motion. was made by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Fitzfmons, and 


Reſolved, That . credentials of the following form hall be prepared, and 
livered to the Senators choſen by the Legiſlature of this ſtate, to c le, 


JE it known, that on the thirtieth day of September, in the year of | 


ble William Maclay and Robert Morris, Eſquires, were, by the General | 
\ſembly of this ſtate, being the Legiſlature thereof, duly elected and 


„ day of in the year of our Lord 


* 
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„ of Philadelphia and the neighbourhood thereof, was read the third tim 
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The bill, entituled © A Al to repeal ſo much of an aft of Generel Aſtn. 
« bly of this commonwealth, as probibits dramatic entertainments withm the .. 


— 


And in debating the following paragraph, viz. 69 29% b 
«& Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentating 
« of: the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, in General A. 
« ſembly met, and by the authority of the ſame, That ſo much of a 4; 
« of General Aſſembly of this commonwealth, entituled An A fur , 
« prevention of vice and immorality, and of unlawful gaming, and to reſry 
&« diforderly ſports and diſſipation,” paſſed on the twenty-fifth day of Septen 
„% which was in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred us 
« eighty-fix, as reſttains or prohibits any perſon or perſons from adiig 
« ſhewing or exhibiting, within the city of Philade/phia, or within q 
<<, mile thereof, any tragedy, comedy, tragi-comedy, farce, interlude, pu 
* tomime, or other play, or any ſcene or parts of a play whatſoever, « 
% from being concerned or employed therein, or in felling any tick 
e tickets for that purpoſe, or as inflicts any fine, . forfeiture or penalty the 
0 for, or as directs any recognizance to be entered into on account tht 
*© be, and the ſame is hereby repealed, and made null and void.“ 
It was moved by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Orth, 
To inſert, after the words ** on account thereof,” the words, be ſuf 
% ed, on condition the actors of ſuch tragedy, comedy, farce, mterlude, put 
« mime, or other 7 or part Fl any play whatſoever, pay into the pul 
«. treaſury, on or before the firſt day of March annually, the ſum of 
pounds, daring the rontinuance of this act, for the uſe bn 
« after directed. PP I nes WHC aus 5 
And on the queſtion,—** Vill the Houſe agree to the amendment? 
Tous and Nays were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Ortb, and were uk 
OW, . ., M e i 16d -: en "3643 8 A 


x 
75 


I Valentine Upp. 10, Conrad Ibrie, jun. 


i 


32 2 Mark Wilcox, ay 155359 II Fohn Piper, 51 Fact 
3 Richard Downing, jun. 12 James Alliſon, - 
4 Foſeph Reed, 13 James M Lene, 
5 Thomas Kennedy, 14 Robert Lollar, 


6 Jonathan Hoge, 15 Facob Reif, 
7 Gabriel Heifler, .  _ 16 Jonatban Roberts, 
8 Toſeph Sande. 17 Jacob Miley, 
9 John Ludwig, 18 Adam Orth. 


e . 
1 George Clymer, 10 Samuel Foulke, 
2 Thomas Fitzfimons, 11 Richard Thomas, 
3 Jacob Hiltzbermer, 12 James Moore, 
4 4 Lawrence Sickle, _ 13 Jobn M*Dowell, 
5 Willam Lew, © 14 Caleb James, 


| 
1 
| 
| 
i 
i 
1 
1 
ö 
} 
| | 
| 
' 
Y 
| 


6 William M Pberſon, 

7 Jobn Salter, = TRY 
8 George Logan, N 
9 Wilkam Robinſon, jun. 


15 Alexander Lowrey, 


16 James Clemſon, 
17 Jobn Hopkins, 
18 Fames Cunningham, 


NI 


- . 


20 Thomas Clingan, 
21 Thomas Lilley, © 
22 Michael Schmyſer. 

23 Henry Tyſon, 

24 David Mitchell, 

25 Thomas Beale, 

26 Joſeph Heifter, 

27 Daniel Broadbead, 

28 Peter Trexler, jun. 

29 Peter Ealer, 

zo Stephen Balliot, 

31 Jacob Saylor, 


1 KS. 
1 George Clymer, 
2 Thomas Fitz/imons, 
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 
4 Lawrence Sickle, 
5 Villiam Lewis, 
6 Wiliam M- Pherſon, 
7 John Salter, 
$8 Wiliam Robinſon, jun. 
9 Richard Thomas, * 
10 James Moore, ; 
or M* Dowell, 
I2 Alexander Lowrey, 0 
I; fobn Hopłins, 
14 Thomas Lilley, 5 
Is Michael Schmyſer, 
0 Henry Tyſon, 
7 Joſeph Heiſter, 
v Gabriel Heifter, 


. 
George Logan, 
2 Valentine Upp. 
Samuel Foulke, 
Mar Wilcox, 
Caleb James, 
Richard Downing, jun, 
James Clemſon, 
James Cunningham, 
Jacob vs 


c 


W 


23 


® . \ 5 = 
” F 4 , > * # * 
* — 12 P 0 \ A « | 5 P 
* . 
* " F + 
— Y 0 | 9 

* % _ \ * * ; * : * 0 N 

5 9 . 4 
” 7 . % p 
* 

* : * 


1 Jar BE: 32 Samuel Maclay, 


33 Jobn White, 


35 Villiam Todd, 
36 James Marſhall, 


3 8 Alexander Wright, 


4 Obadiah Gore, 
44 Hugh Daviſon. 


$0 it was determined in the negative. 


And the faid bill having been fully debated by paragraphs, 
On the queſtion, —** Shall the ſame be <d by arag for *** purpoſe of * 
ted into à lau? —the Yeas and Nays were n by Mr. . and 


. Piper, and were as follow, via. 


19 Toſeph Sands, 


24 Conrad Thrie, jun. 
25 Stephen Ballot, 


10 Thomas Clingan, 


| 18 James 4 *. 


n 
Jobn Irwin, 
Jobn Nev, 


39 John Gilcbreeft, . --* 
40 Theophilus Philips, 3 


v r 


os Daniel Broadhead, 
2 Ludwig, 

eter Trexler, jun. 

bs Peter Ealer, : 


GG 


26 Samuel Maclay, 
27 Jobn White, 
28 Jobn Irwin, 

29 William Todd, 
30 James Marſhall, 
31 Jobn Nevil, 

32 Jacob Miley, 

33 Jobn Carſon, . 
34 Obadiah Gore, 
35 H ug Davi Oo 


N 4 * 8. 


11 Joſeph Reed, 

12 David Mitcbell, 
13 Thomas Kennedy, 
14 Thomas Beale, 

5 Jonathan Hoge, | 

L 5 Jacob Saylor, 

17 Jobn Piper, 


%* *®% a % 4 . | " — p 
N * 7 . A n = - v 1 
. : ? 4 - o % F S , I - W 
1 v.4 ; 7 - . 
6 , — 4 p 9 a ; 
. —Y p 
- 0 " 
py ? p / 
a a , p v.14 7 % 
U N k 0 i 
4 * x 
» \ | « 
* * { 0 
N 1 * 0 . 0 j 
% * , 
% 
. 3 


% 


75 been brought in engroſſed, was compared at the table, enacted into a la 
and the Speaker directed to ſign the ſame. 


„%%% "nf ren wee A fk 


in engroſſed, was compared at the table. 


Veas and Nays were called IFN Mr. M*Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and were 


N -& R 5 N 4 1 8. 5 
19 Alexander Wright, 24 Robert Lollar, N 
20 Jobn Gilcbreeſt, ' 1:26: Jacob RN 5: 
21 Theophilus Philips, 226 Jonathan 3 x 
| 22 James M*Lene, 27 Adam Ortb. N 


23 James Fabnſon, 1 „ 18 2 5 
80 it was determined i in the affirmative. | e | 


Adjourned x until half paſt three 0 clock on 1 Monday next, P. M. 


e March $54 789. p. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant: to adjournment. 
The bill, entituled A Supplement to an act, "tices - « An AR K 
« erecting part of the county of Bedford into a ſeparate county,” havin 


The bill, entituled An Ad to repeal ſo much of an at of Genera 
% ſembly of this commonwealth, as prohibits, dramatic entertainments within 
« city of Philadelphia and the neighbourhood thereof,” having been brouy 


And on the queſtion, —* Shall rhe ſame be enafted into a law! — 


follow, VIZ. 


Y E e e Y: E A. S. oe 


Wn) George RR 2 Gabriel Heiter, p 
2 Thomas Fitzfimons, - 2 Sands, 
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 5 Daniel Broadbead, 
|; 4 Lawrence Sickle, 1 Ludvig g. 
5 William Leuis, ö | : 3 Peter Trexler, jun. 
6 Willam M Pberſon, | 24 Peter , 5... - 
Jobn Salter, 25 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 
8 Filliam Robinſon, jun. 26 Stephen Balliot, 
9 Richard Thomas, __ 27 Jobn White, 
58 * axes ,,,, 28 John Irwin, 
| 3 Jo M*Dowell,  * 29 William Todd, 
5 0 Alexander Lowrey, 30 Jobn Nevil, 
13 Jobn Hopkins, RR 31 Peter Richards, 
Yo + Henry Dering, . 32 Jacob Miley, 
5 Thomas Lilley, | 33 John Carſon, © \ 
1 5 Michael Scbmyſer, . 34 Obadiab Gore, 7 
0 Henry Yon, 35 wb Davz a 
J ofepb Heift es | got 7 


* 


I ' Gerardus obey, NG 4 Mark Milan, 
2 Valentiue Upp, 18. 5 Caleb Fame, 
3 Samuel Dal... Sg Richard Deus joy. 1 
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N. A . 8. e . 
7 Fames Clemſon, | _ 18 e nt 
$ Fames Cunningham, 1509 Alexander MWrigblt. 
Facob Erb, 20 John Guchreeſt,, 


10 Thomas Clin gen, 8 


1 fo eph Reea, 
2 2 4 Mitchell, 


21 T heopbilus Philips, 
22 James M Lene, 


23 James Fobnſon, 


3 Thomas ara, 24 Robert Lollar, 

17 homas Beale, © 25 Jacob Reiß, | 
I 7 Fonathan Hoge, 226 Jonatban Roberts, 
16 Jacob Saylor, _ \ 1 Adam Orth. | 


17 Fobn Piper, | bi, | Pt 


So it was determined in the affirmative, and the 1 direQed to den 
le ſame. | h KC | 


A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the 1 of Lower 
Init hfiell, Hamilton and Delaware, in the county of Northampton, was read, 
emonſtrating againſt the petitions for opening a road from the Vind Gap of 


he Kittatany mountain to Wyoming, and Jos that, ſhould it be deem- 


d expedient to grant a ſum of money for opening or amending a road to 


Yyming, the ſame may be expended in repairing the old road, mans 


alled Sullivan' s road. 5 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


A petition from 220 inhabitants of that et the Northern Liberties of 
e city of Philadelphia which lies to the ſouthward of Pegg's run, and on 


he eaſt fide of Sixth-Hreet, was read, praying that the ſaid diſtrict may be 


omprehended within thoſe regulations which have or may be eſtabliſhed 


x the government of the ſaid city. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entlinled 6 An 
Ad to authoriſe George Frey, of Middletown, in the county of Dauphin, 
to ſupport 4 mill. dam acroſs Swetara' creek, and to oblige him to maintain a 


lick and free navigation for boats or other craft, along on mill-race, into 


bu mill dam, which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The petition of a number of the 8 of che county of Berks, 


ul February 28th, 'was read the ſecond time: Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Lollar, 

Ordered, That the conſideration ' of the ſaid petition be poliponed, in 
der to introduce the following reſolution, ves. nh | 


Rfolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to alter and $4” 


nend the poor laws of this commonwealth. 
On the queſtion, —** Will tbe Houſe adopt the foregoing reſolution 2— 


It was carried in the affirmative. 


Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Wynkoo Mr. Thomas, Mr.. 


Prey, Mr. Schmyſer, Mr. Hage, Mr. Broadbead, Mr. M*Lene, Mr. Jobn- 


, Mr. Balliot, Mr. Todd and Mr. Lollar be a committee, to. bring, in a | 


l conformably to the ſaid reſolution. - 
The report read February 27th, on the memorial of the public creditors, 
a real the ſecond t time: Wen, 
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ers of lands in the frontier counties of this ſtate, was read the ſecond time 
TY Whereupon 


| - manners, e neceſſary to ſupport the liberties of our . 


a & trials of Nifs Prius in the county of Philadelphia,” and, having 
the ſaid bill was read the firſt time, and 


| liſhed for conſideration. 


0x reſpefmig public auctions and auBlioneers,” was read the ſecond time, a 
conſidered by paragraphs. _ 


„ months, the powers of the comm! iffoners of the ſeveral counties of this fi 
to make; ſale of unſeated lands for non-payment of taxes.” 


Mr. M. Lene be a nie, to e in a bill 5 to the forey 
ing reſolution. 5 


8 REA of DIS $ ENT. ir the Minority 80 enatling' into a WW. the l 


5 of this common wealth, as prohibits dramatic entertainments, ' &c. 
1. YJECAUSE. we believe that theatrical exhibitions tend to immorali, 
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On motion of Mr. Fits hon. Gronded by} Mr. gane, 


Ordered, That it be re- committed. | I „ 
Mr. Lewis, in his place, read à bill, entituled 44 An 4 fir gag 


obt 
leave of the Houſe for that purpoſe, — 19 ſame to. the hs 


- 1 


Ordered to lie on the table. | 


4 Mr. Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled 4 AT to old and fal 


«« fully execute an add, entitulid An Act to aſcettain, fix and eſtabliſh permy 


% nent ſalaries for the Judges of the Supreme Court, and, having obtan 
ed leave of the Houſe for that purpoſe, preſented che ſame to the Chair, an 
the ſaid bill was read the firſt time, and 


| Ordered to lie on the table. 3 
The bill, entituled An Act in aid of the Callowhill market, in FRE: 
6, 1. ſhip of the Northern Liberties,” was ſoo: the ſecond time, and conſiders 


by paragraphs. 


, Ordered, That it be tranſcribed. for a third reading, and forthwith pul 
liſhed fot conſideration. 
The bill, entituled An Aci for the cal of Robert Beatty tad Benj 


A Moore, inſolvent debtors, conſined in the gaols of Cumberland and Du 


% 'phin counties,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs, 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for-a third reading, and forthwith pil 


The bill, entituled 4 Supplement to the ſeveral afts of a Afeni 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for A third readin 8 ad forthwith pul 
liſhed for conſideration. 0 

Mr. Fitz/imons, having obtained leave, Steſented to the chair a bill, 
tituled © ¶ Yurther Supplement to the act, entituled An Act to preveatl | 


exportation of bread and flour not merchantable, and for repealing at 
% certain time all the ws heretofore made for that purpoſe,” which v 
read the firſt time, and 


. Ordered to lie on the cs. CL 
The report read February 2 5th, on the petition of the non-reſident OW! 


** Reſolved, That a committee be ed to bring in a bill to exten 
for a further limited time, the act, entituled An Act to Suſpend, far | 


. .Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Kennedy ar 


entituled An Act to repeal ſo much of an act of the General „Alem 


8 


and that they gradually promote the deſtruction of thoſe republic t 


| 2 2 Becau 
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2. Becauſe, whilſt we acknowledge the juſt right every man in civil” 
Qciety has to the protection of his perſon and property, we contend that 
very individual owes to the community, for ſuch protection, certain duties, 
hich cannot be diſpenſed with conſiſtent with the ſafety of the ſociety ;. 
nd therefore every free government has an undoubted right to preſerve its 
«wn exiſtence, by reſtricting the injurious conduct of its citizens. 

| Becauſe reaſoning @ priori on the effects of public ſhews can contribute 
vt little to the inveſtigation of the ſubject, a knowledge of which muſt be 
rived from hiſtorical facts, ſupported by the teſtimony of the beſt and 
moſt enlightened men. Plutarch, Sir Matthew Hale, Archbiſhop Tillotſon, 
ir Jobn Hawkins, Home's Elements of Criticiſm, Burgb's Dignity of Hu- 
nan Nature, Montague's Decline of the Ancient Republics, all condemn 
hoc plays as injurious to civil ſociety. To theſe. reſpectable authorities 

e may add the ſolemn and public declaration of the confederated ſtates 

f America in Congreſs. On the twelfth of October, 1778, that body re- 
red, That whereas true religion and good morals are the only ſolid 
foundation of public liberty and happineſs, that it be and is hereby ear- 
neſtly recommended to the ſeveral ſtates, to take the moſt effectual mea- 
ſures for the encouragement thereof, and for the ſuppreſſing theatrical 
entertainments, horſe-racing, gaming, and ſuch other diverſions - as are 
productive of idleneſs, diſſipation, and a general depravity of principles 
. ˙ co MER: „ FA 

4. Becauſe we think it improper that the Legiſlature ſhould at this time 
untenance public amuſements, whilſt ſo many of our fellow-citizens ex- 
rence the greateſt diſtreſs, whilſt the finances of the ſtate are deranged, 
d whilſt one of the moſt important queſtions is about to be decided,” that 
Wer engaged the attention of a free people. Theſe objects we think merit 

: crious and ſtrict attention of every real friend to his country. 


George Logan, Thomas Beale, © 

Gerardus Wynkoop, Valentine Upp, 

John Chapman, Caleb James, 

T homas . Kennedy, Jobn Piper, 
James Clemſon, Adam Orth, 
James Cunningham, Facab Saylor, 

, Jonathan Roberts, Teſeph Reed, 
Jacob Erb,  . Tames Johnſon, 
Jacob Reiff,, ſen. Mart Wilcox, © 
Samuel Foulke, James M Lene, 

| Robert Lollar, Jonathan Hoge, 
% > SIO RR, Alexander Wright, 


John Gilchreeſt, Theophilus Philips. 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. | 


Tueſday, March 35 1789. A. M. * 3 


be Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. N * 

etitions from 168 inhabitants of the county of Bucks were read, praying 

nuch of the act, entituled : An AF for raiſing and collecting of money on 

be ſpecified articles therein 2 for the ſupport of government, and 
/ * ; F . * NN ; 
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for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” as impoſes a tax upon family d 
| * and riding * may be repealed. _ „ FR "PH! 
| - '- Ordered to lie on the table. - —_ | Ke RIS 
| The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « ,, 
| Ad for granting a part of the unappropriated lands belonging to this fag, , 
„ the inhabitants of Northumberland county, for tbe uſe of @ public ſchon j 
% tbe ſaid county,” which was read the firſt time, and þ 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 1 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « ,, 
«© Act to divide the county of Fayette into election diſtrids, which was ray 
the firſt time, and | 2 | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 9 
The committee appointed February 21ſt, on the petition of Ergſ Luda 
Baiſch, made report, which was read, as follows, vzz. | 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Ernf 
Baiſch, report. „ 5 = 
That however convenient it may be to the petitioner's affairs, it is iner 
dient for the ſtate to encourage the numerous applications for lotteries'whic 
granting his requeſt would produce; nor would it be proper in any caſe, 
2 import for the legiſlature to interfere in the way the petitione & 
WW | . 
The committee therefore offer the following reſolution, | 
Reſolved, That the prayer of the petition of Ernjft Ludwig Baiſcb can 
be granted. D 1 | 1 1 
Ordered to lie on the table. . NIE 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the petition of a number of 
inhabitants of the county of Ber#s, poſtponed yeſterday : Whereupon 
f Reſolved, That the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill conformably 
is the prayer of their petition. ne 
Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled “ A Supplement 
* an ad, entituled An Act more effectually to prevent unfair practice 
the packing of beef and pork for exportation, and to regulate the expo 
* ation of flaxſeed, butter and buiſcuit in kegs,” was read the third tin 
and conſidered by paragraphs. 1 
Oradered, That it be engtoſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted int 
The letter from his Excellency Beverly Randolph, Eſquire, with its 
cloſures, read February 7th laſt, were again read: Whereupon _ 
A motion was made by Mr. Clymer, ſeconded by Mr. Robinſon, in 
following words, vi. Þ ME ES TRI | 
Ihe Houſe, taking into conſideration the letter from the Govern 
Virginia to the Preſident of this ſtate, and its ſeveral encloſures, tranſm 
by the Supreme Executive Council in their meſſage of the 6th of Feb 
8 OE ho | 
Reſolved, That his Excellency the Preſident be requeſted: to afſure 
. Excellency Governor Randolph, that, accuſtomed to ſentiments of the h 
eſt reſpe& and deference. for the Legiſlature of Virginia, it muſt eve 
painful to the Houſe when obliged to diſſent from the opinion of that 
- ſembly upon any point of common concern to the two ſtates, as men 
1 of the union; and particularly in a meaſure of fuch importance 
if one now propoſed, the calling of a Convention of the ſtates for am 
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ing the federal conſtitution, the neceflity of which they are not able to 
-2ern, though it is ſo apparent to, and ſo earneftly infuſted on, by that 
Legiſlature. 1 | 8 428 | | a „ 
That though At 18 poſſible this conſtitution may not be a ſyſtem exempt, 
all its parts, from error, yet the Houſe do not perceive it wanting in any 
« thoſe fundamental principles, which are calculated to inſure the liberties 
© their country. As it is, they conceive the happineſs of America and 
te harmony of the union to depend altogether on ſuffering it to proceed, 
diſturbed in its operations by premature alterations or amendments, 
hich, however plauſible they may be in theory, or neceſſary perhaps to 


ate whether they would be real improvements or not. | 

That under ſuch forcible impreſſions, the Houſe cannot, conſiſtently with 
je ſpecial duty they owe to the good people of this ſtate, or with the af- 

tion which, in the enlarged ſpirit of patriotiſm, they bear to the citizens 
the United States at large, concur with the Legiſlature of Virgima in 
ir propoſed application to Congreſs, for calling = Convention of the 
tes for the above mentioned purpoſes. 8 Sos 

Ordered to lie on the table. N 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


4 


Wedneſday, March 4. 1789. A. M. 


ic Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. © e 
memorial and petition from William Moore, Eſquire, of a ſimilar tenor 
h his memorial read in a late Houſe of Aſſembly, November 26th, 1787, 
preſented to the chair, read, and | 285. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 1 
emorials and remonſtrances from 387 inhabitants of the Northern Liber- 
of the city of Philadelphia were read, remonſtrating againſt the petition 
200 inhabitants of the ſaid townſhip, read March 2d inſtant, and pray- 
no part of the aforeſaid townſhip may be annexed to and incorporated 
1 the ſaid City. HE Ry | 11 bY 

Ordered to lie on the table. . 

he committee appointed February 23th, on the petitions of David Miller 
others, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. Ee, 
he committee, to whom was referred the petition of David Miller, beg 
to report . ERS 5 | 

dat a ferry on the river Juniata, on the road from Carliſie to Sunbury, 
the mouth -of Raccoon creek, will be of public utility, and that the 
of the petition ought to be granted: Your committee therefore ſub- 
he following reſolution : 2 | SOLE | 5 

alved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to authorize 
npower David Miller, at his. own coſt and charge, to make convenient 
vg places for boats and carriages on both ſides of Juniata river, on or 
the mouth of Raccoon creek, and uſe the ſame as landing places for boats 
F tbathearriages; and alſo to permit 1/aac Themp/on, or the owner. of the lands 
- mee welt fide of ſaid river, to uſe ſaid landing places for the like pur- 
ace BY he paying a moiety of the charges of making the ſame. | 
cor an Prdered to lie on the table. VVV 
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e idea of a perfect form of government, experience, after all, can demon- 
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The committee, to whom was Te-committed, Moreh 2d, th re 


the memorial of the committee of the public creditors, made Perry cos & 


5 was read, as follows, viz. 
| The committee, to whom was re-committed the memorial of the con. 


— 2 — — 
— 


mittee of public creditors, report- 
I That upon the. fulleſt conſideration of the reaſons offered by the memo. 
rialiſts, the committee do not think it proper to make any 8 in ther 
former report, which they therefore report. Fe YL 
Ordered to lie on the table. - 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill entituled « + 
Act further to ſuſpend the powers of the commiſſioners of the ſeveral countin 
« within this flate to make e ſale of. lands for non payment 2 1 arr. W 
read the firſt time, and 
q Ordered to lie on the table. 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entw « 4 
% AZ to eftabhſh a board of appeal within the Several counties of this flat 
« and. to grant exonerations in caſes of militia fines,” which was read the f 
time, and | 5 
4 Ordered to lie on the table. F 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « 
Al for erecting part of Cumberland wy into a ſe PRE county,” whi 
was read the firſt time, and | 
| | Ordered to lie on the table. 
\ Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled 60 An AT ſo i 
« porate the city of Philadelphia, was read the third time: Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. Fitz/fmons, ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, 
"Ordered, That the conſideration of the ſaid bill be poſtponed until F 
5 next, and that it be the order for that day. 
i The bill, entituled An Act to repeal part of an act, entituled An 
. co confirm the eſtates and intereſts of the College, Academy and (! 
4 table School of the city of Philadelphia, and to amend and alter thec 
e ters thereof, conformably.to the revolution and to the conſtitution 
„government of this commonwealth, md to erect the ſame into an 
« verſity, was read the third time. 
A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, 8 by Mr. M. Be 
Io poſtpone the conſideration of ſaid bill. 
Which was determined in the negative. 
The Houſe then proceeded to conſider the ſame by TO 3 
And on the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree fo rhe Following 
« graph?” vix. 
« Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſent 
60 of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General 
„ bly met, and by the authority of the ſame, That ſo much and: 
« parts of an act of General Aſſembly of this commonwealth, paſſed 
s twenty-ſeventh day of November, in the year of our Lord one th 
t even hundred and ſeventy-nine, entituled An Act to confirm ti 
| and intereſts of the. College, Academy and Charitable School of tht 
A Philadelphia, and to amend and alter the charters thereof, con formal 
| 0 revolution and to the conſtitution and government of thts common ueul 
F the ſame into an Univerſity,” as touch, or in any wiſe co" 
relate to the ſaid ancient Corporations which was known by the fl 
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6 28. J W 
„ and title of“ The Truſtees of the College, Academy and Charitable 
« School of Philadelphia, in the province of Pennſylvania,” or the faid char- 
: ters thereof, or either of them, or as touch, or in any wiſe concern or 
relate to the former rights, franchiſes, immunities or eſtates, real, perſonal _ 
or mixed, thereof, or as tend to diſqualify or diſable the ſaid Truſtees to 

« aft as a body politic under the charters aforeſaid, or to diſqualify, de- 
l prive Or diſable the body and faculty of the college and academy, known 
and diſtinguiſhed in- the charter dated the fourteenth day of May, one 


ſes whatſoever.” 


| 


5 | e as follow, Viz. 
W | | 


1 George Clymer, 
2 Thomas Fitzfamons, 
3 Jacob Hiltabeimer, 

4 Lawrence Sickle, 

6 William M Pherſon, 
6 Tobn Salter, 
7 George Logan,. 


9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
lo Jobn Chapman, 

II Valentine Upp, 

12 Samuel Foulke, 


is Mark Wilcox,” 


he Yeas and Nays were called 


8 William Robinſon, jun. 


TB: A, 
23 Jacob Erb, 
24 Henry Dering, 
25 Thomas Clingan, 
26 Thomas Lilley, 
27 Michael Schmyſer, 
28 Henry Tyſon, | 
29 Daniel Brodbead, 
30 Peter Trexler, jun. 
31 Peter Ealer, 
32 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 
33 Stepben Balliot, 
34 Jacob Saylor, 


13 Richard Thomas, 35 John White, 
14 James Moore, 36 James Marſhall, 


37 John Nevil, 
38 Robert Lollar, 


5 6 Jobn M. Dowell, 
0105 / Caleb James, 39 Jacob Reiff, 

„ Richard Downing, jun. 40 Peter Richards, 
pu 9. Alexander Lowrey,, 41 Jonathan Roberts, 
ne 


0 James Clemſon, 
Jobn Hopkins, 3 
2 James Cunningham, . 


and? 
. aſſed 
One th 


Ne bi | fonathan Hoge, 
the * 


. 


42 Jobn Carſon, 
43 Obadiab Gore, 
44 Hugh Daviſon. 


thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-five, by the name, tile and title of 
The Provoſt, Vice-Provoſt and Profeſſors of the College and Academy of | 
Philadelphia, in the province of Pennſylvania, 
ning on the deſign and purpoſes of the ſaid college, academy and charita- 
ble ſchool, or to disfranchiſe or deprive them, or any of them, of any 
privileges, immunities or eſtates whatſoever, or of any part or parcel 
thereof, or as veſts-the ſame, or purports and intends to veſt the ſame, or 
any part or parts thereof, in * The Truſtees of the Univerſity of Penn- 
Slvania,” ſhall be, and the ſame and every ſuch part and parts thereof is 
and hereby are repealed, and made null and void, to all intents and pur- 


or any of them, from car- 


by Mr. M*Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and 


mil NA ys. r 
of tbe i David Mitchell, | 5 Gabriel Heifter; 
formal Feen, Kennedy, 5 Joſeph Sand, 
nw Thomas Beale, 7 Jobn Ludwig, 

iſe con 8 John Piper, 


NAV S. 


| 


% of the college, academy and charitable ſchool aforeſaid, who were deprive 


„% in the commonwealth of Pennfy/vania,” ſhall be reinſtated and reſton 
* or were entitled unto, according to the ſaid charters and the law; 
« the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine; 


« thereof, and ſhall hold and enjoy, uſe and exerciſe the ſame, and er 


«© laſt, which ſhall be conſidered, and they are hereby conſidered, as ha 
e been duly, legally and properly laid out and expended in the educatio 


* alfo, ſuch ſum or ſums. of money as have been paid in diſcharge of 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and. ſeventy-nine; and excepting alſo, 


% mentioned Truſtees, as have been transferred, cancelled or diſcharge 


. — — 
» - 1 * 
_ 2 = E 
— 3 F 
* 
0 ' 7 w 4 by 
N . as 0 - - # 
4 9 " 
* 7 ay x 7 0 
5 1 
" 1 — 
* 4 } * "0 . 
* % \ 1 " N * o 
: : " * . * 
* * 
x | T I 6 ; | 7 7 
— j 
F 1 0 
< 
x * % * * 
= 
- 


N 1 a + N AA 3:8; 
9 Fobn Irwin, _ 14 Theophilus Philips, 
10 Wilkam Todd, . 15 James M. Lene, 
11 Janes Alliſon. 15 James Jobnſon, 
12 Alexander Wrigbt, 17 Jacob Miley, . =: 
13 John Gilchreeſt, 18 Adam Ortbz. 


So it was determined in the affirmative. 


And in debating the following paragraph, VIZ. 155 
« And bCit further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Truſt. 


« and diſabled, or intended ſo to be, by and in purſuance of the ſaid ad, wy 
« the ſurvivors of them, and their ſucceſſors, by the name, ſtile and title; 
« The Truſtees of the College, Academy and Charitable School of P 
« Jelpbia, in the commonwealth of Penn/y/vania,” and the Provoſt, Vic 
te Provoſt and Profeſſors, who, as a faculty, were deprived and diſabled, 
* intended ſo to be, by and in purſuance of the ſaid act, and the ſurviny 
& of them, and their ſucceſſors, by the name and ſtile of, The Prov 
« Vice-Provoſt and Profeſſors of the College and Academy of Pbiladibi 


« to all- and ſingular the rights, franchiſes, emoluments, offices, truſts x 
« eſtates, real, perſonal and mixed, which they and each of them b 
« held and enjoyed, or ought or could of right have had, held and enjoy 


« conſtitution of this ſtate, on the ſaid twenty-ſeventh day of November, 


ve they and each of them, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall and may aſk, dem: 
« ſue for, recover and receive the ſame, and each and every part and'p: 


« part and parcel thereof, in the ſame.manner, and as fully and freely, z 
« the ſaid act had never been paſſed; excepting always ſo much of 
« rents, iſſues and profits of the ſaid real eſtate and eſtates, as were rect 
ce by the ſaid Truſtees of the Univerſity before the Yay of 


La) 


« youth, and therefore no account ſhall be rendered thereof; and excep 


* 


« juſt debts, contracts and engagements of them, The Truſtees of the 


College, Academy and Charitable School,” entered into and ſubſiſtin 
« and before the twenty-ſeventh day of November, in the year of our 


La) 


« bonds, mortgages and other ſpecialties of the former eſtate of the ſai 


« them, the Truſtees of the Univerſity, for the value of which only ( 
« out any account of the intereſt actually received) they ſhall be accol 
ble to the Truſtees of the ſaid college, academy and charitable {ct 
« and excepting laſtly,” certain lots of ground in the town of Norr# 
« county of Montgomery, which were given for the public uſe and {cr 
« the ſaid county, and certain other lots which have been contact 
% ſold and conveyed by the ſaid Truſtees of the Univerſity, for the 


A 


* of building and improving in the ſaid town, for the value of whic 


J « 


1 
only, 48 they were contracted for, ſold, and payment received by the ſaid 


Fruſtees, they ſhall. be liable and accountable to the Truſtees of the ſaid 
college, academy and charitable ſchool ; and the ſaid lots, and every of 


- 


laſt paſt.” 


erly. 


bruary laſt.” 


opted, - 


ow, VIZ. 


x. E A 8. 
1 George Clymer, 
2 Thomas Fitzſimons, 
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 
4 Lawrence Sickle, 
5 William M*Pherſon, 
6 Jobn Salter, \ 
7 George Logan, 


9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 

10 Jobn Chapman, 

II Valentine Upp, 

12 Samuel Foulke, 
z Richard Thomas, - 

14 James Moore, 

15 Mark Wilcox, 

16 Jobn M*Dowell, 

17 Caleb James, | 


19 Alexander Lowrey, 


fs 


Which was determined in the affirmative. | | 
It was then moved by Mr. Fizfmons, ſeconded by Mr. Lowrey, 
To fill up the latter blanks in the ſaid paragraph, ſo as to read * Before 
the firſt day of March, which was in the year of our Lord one thouſand e- 

ven hundred and eigbty-eigbt. 8 FL | 
A motion was then made by Mr. 
To poſtpone the motion made 


der to fill up the faid blanks, fo as to read before the third day of Fe- 


8 Williom Robinſon, jun. 


18 Richard Downing, jun. 


them, ſhall 'be and hereby are confirmed to the ſeveral purchaſers thereof, 
; on the payment of the purchaſe money, and arrears thereof yet due, to 
the Truſtees of the ſaid college, academy and charitable ſchool, in the 
; fame manner as ſuch purchaſe money, and arrears thereof yet due, ought 

to have been paid to the Truſtees of the ſaid Univerſity, according to the 
ſeveral contracts for the ſale and conveyance of the ſaid lots, duly and 
ona fide made by them before the ſaid | day of - .- now 


A motion was made by Mr. Fitzfmons, ſeconded by Mr. Wynkoop, 8 
To fill up the firſt blank in the ſaid clauſe, ſo as to read * before the ſe- 
cnd day of March inſtant, and to ſtrike out the words ** Jegally and pro- 


Broghead, ſeconded by Mr. Irwin, 


Mr. Fitz/mons and Mr. Lowrey, in 


Which was determined in the affirmative, . and the laſt amendment 


On the queſtion,.— *« Will the Houſe agree to the clauſe, as amended 2”_the - 
and Nays were called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Gilchreeft, and were as 


Y:-E-A- . 
20 James Clemſon, © 


21 Jobn Hophins, 
222 James Cunningham, 


23 Jacob Erb, 


24 Henry Dering, 


25 Thomas Clingan, 

26 Thomas Lilley, 
27 Michael Schmyſer, 

28 Henry Tyſon, 


29 Daniel Brodbead, - 


30 Peter Trexler, jun. 
31 Peter Ealer, 
32 Conrad Ihrie, jun. 
33 Stephen Balliot, 


34 Jacob Saylor, 


35 Jobn White, £ 


36 James Marſball, 5 en 


37 Jobn Nevil, 
38 Robert Lollar, 


\ 


Ein 


Y $4 Yi 


A acob Reif, 42 Jobn Carſon, © 
1 == — (Y | 43 8 Gore, ov 
41 Jonathan Roberts, 44 Hugh Daviſon. 

. e | N A:T 
1 David Mitcoell, 10 Villiam Todd, 
2 Thomas Kennedy, 11 James Alliſon, © 
3 Thomas Beale, | 12 Alexander Wright, 
4 Jonatban Hoge, 13 John Gilchreeſt, 

5 Gabriel Heiſter, 14 Theophilus Philips, 
6. Toſepb Sands, 15 James M*Lene, 
Jobn Ludwig, | 16 James Fobnſon, 

; TFohn Piper. 17 Jacob Miley, 
9 Jobn Irwin, 18 Adam Ortb. 


So it was determined in the affirmative. 


And in debating the following paragraph, vin. 

« And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Truſte 
* of the ſaid college, academy and charitable ſchool, and their ſucceffor,, h 
« the name, ſtile and title. of * The Truſtees of the College, Academy an 
« Charitable School of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Penn/yluany, 
 « and the Provoſt, Vice-Provoſt and Profeſſors of the ſaid college and aca 
«© my, and their ſucceſſors, by the name and ſtile of * The Provoſt, Vice 
* Provoſt and Profeſſors of the College and Academy of Philadelphia, in i 
c commonwealth of Pennfy/vania,” ſhall reſpectively be entitled to, an 
«« ſhall have and purſue the like ſpeedy, ſummary and effectual means an 
e remedies for regaining and reinftating themſelves in, and for having a 
«« poſſeſſing themſelves of all and ſingular the rights, franchiſes, offices, tru 
te and immunities and eſtates, real, perſonal and mixed, to which they, 
«« either or any of them are in and by this act reſtored, or which is here 
c veſted in them, or either or any of them, together with all books, pape 
« and writings, touching or concerning the ſame, or any part thereof, 
% were given, or mentioned and intended to be given, in and by the aids 
« part recited act, to the Truſtees of the Univerſity therein mentioned, 
which they could thereby have or purſue, for acquiring or poſſeſſing then 
« ſelves of all or any part or parts of the eſtate or eſtates, real, perianalt 
* mixed, rights, franchiſes, offices, truſts or immunities, in and by tl 
x ſaid in part recited act transferred to or veſted in them, the ſaid Truſtee 
« of the Univerſity aforeſaid, or of any books, papers or writings, relatin 
* thereto; and all and every perſon and perſons are hereby enjoined and i 
« quired to govern and demean themſelves accordingly, under the like pal 
* and penalties as are in and by the ſaid act mentioned.“ 

It was moved by Mr. F:tz/imons, ſeconded by Mr. Brodbead, 

To inſert, after the words ** in part recited ac, the words, and 
ce in and by any other aft or atts of General Aſſembly of this commonwealth. 
On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the ſaid amendment? 

It was determined in the affirmative, and the clauſe, as amended, adopte 


And the bill having been fully conſidered by paragraphs, q l 
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., Kennech, and were as follow, r.. 


N «‚»‚ W c 

1 George Clymer,  - 23 Jacob Erb, x IN: 55 

2 Thomas Fitzfimons, * 224 Henry Dering, Er 

2 Jacob Hiltæbeimer, on 25 Thomas C lingan, | N C 

4 Lawrence Sickle, 26 Thomas Lilley, Nb 

5 William M Pberſon. 27 Michael Schmyſer, 4 
6 Jobn Salter, 228 Henry Tyſon, TA 

7 George Logan, 229 Daniel Brodbead, 

8 William Robinſon; jun. 30 Peter Trexler, jun. 


. 9 Gerardus Wynkoop, © 31 Peter Ealer, 
10 Jobn Chapman, 32 Conrad Ihrie, jun. n 


do it was determined in the affirmative. 


The bill, entituled An Ad for enlarging the time limited by the aft, 
entituled © An A for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit 
emitted in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and for 
redeeming part of the funded debt of this ſtate ; and for extending the 

time for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of 
independency, and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual ſettlers - 

for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied,” was read the ſecond 


— 


ne, and conſidered by paragraphs. _ 


PU Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub: 
ES . 1 5 FA EN $8 | 7 f * 1 

q lhed for conſideration. © pe OT OY or ann Fg tar C WARN 1 
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11 Valentine Upp, | 33 Stephen Balliot, 

12 Samuel Foulke, © 34 Jacob Sayler, 

13 Richard Thomas, 35 Jobn White, © 

14 James Moore. 36 James Marſhall, | 

is Mark Wilcox, "05; "Joon PRvs, 

16 Jobn M<Dowell, ' i 38 Robert Lollar. 

17 Caleb James, 39 Jacob Reit, IT, 

18 Richard Downing, jun. 40 Peter Richards, Þ 

19. Alexander Lowrey, © 41 Fonathan Roberts. 

20 James Clemſon, * 42 John Carſon, Vp. Len EN DN 

21 John Hopkins, © 43 Obadiah Gore, TIE 

22 . 444 Hugb Daviſon. — 

1 David Mitebell, 10 William Todd, 

2 Thomas Kennedy, _ + 11 James Alliſon, h 
3 Thomas Beale, © 12 Alexander Wright, 9 

4 Jonathan Hoge, 13 John Gilebræſt, I 1 

5 Gabriel Heiſter, 14 Theopbilus Philips, _ 5 |. 

6 Foſeph Sands, 16 TJumes M*Lene,  ' N 7 

7 fobn Ludwig. „„ e Fare. 1 „ 1 

eee, 17 Jacob Miley, e 

9 Jobn Ir uin, 18 Adam Ortb. P 16. S_ 


#\ 


words following, v2, 3 . 8 

* Whereas the Convention of this ſtate, elected for the purpoſe of cob. 
ſidering the conſtitution for the government of the United States, didi. 
8 oY | | 


delphia in this Houſe have requeſted that the uſe of the Court-houſe lug) 
| erected on part of the State-houſe Square (the property of ſald city wy 
county) be offered, along with the buildings of the ſtate, for the accor 


greſs ſhould at any time incline to make choice of that city for the temp 
rary reſidence of the federal government. SOT 8 


* Act for raiſing and collecting of | money on the ſpecified articles there 


* riages, other than coaches, chariots, phaetons, or other four zobeeled. chai 


Mr. Hoge, Mr. Johnſon, Mr. Richards and Mr. Carſon, te report thereon. 


along bis mill-race, into his mill-dam,” was read the ſecond time, a 
conſidered by paragraphs. 3777 


creek, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 


» <> 
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A motion was made by Mr. Robinſon, ſeconded by Mr; Thomas, 


in th 


That it is the opinion of this Convention, that until the Congreſ {hat 

« have. made their election of a diſtrict for the place of their permanent n. 

«« fidence, and provided buildings for their accommodation, they may hy 

% the uſe of ſuch of the public buildings within the city of Philadelphia, * 
« any other part of this ſtate, as they may find convenient. 

And whereas the members repreſenting the city and county of Pill. 


modation of Congreſs, they being properly authorized to propoſe the {any 
Therefore Gert 

Reſolved, That the members of the Senate and Houſe of Repreſentating 
of the United States, from this ſtate, be authorized to make a reſpectful off 
to Congreſs of the uſe of any or all the public buildings in Philadehi 
the property of the ſtate, and of the building lately erected on the State 
houſe Square, belonging to the city and county of Philadelphia, in caſe Con 


Ordered to lie on the table, | | 1 
The bill, entituled An A# Io repeal ſo much of an act, entituled * | 


* mentioned, for the ſupport of government, and for other purpoſes therei 
% mentioned, as impoſes a tax on the owners or poſſeſſors of any riding cu 


was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs: 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith put 

liſhed for conſideration. - EO 9 
The petition of à number of the inhabitants of Heidleberg townſhip, 1 

the county of Dauphin, read February 21ſt laſt, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. James, Mr. Lour: 


The bill, entituled “ An Act to divide the county of Fayette into eli 
e diſtrifts,' was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pul 
liſhed for conſideration. "EY. 5 
. The bill, entituled An A# to authoriſe George Frey, of Middletowt 
4 in the county of Dauphin, to ſupport a mill. dam acroſs Swetara crees, 0 
4 to oblige him to maintain a lock and free navigation for boats and other rd 


. Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pu 
liſhed for conſideration. . „% | 

The report of the committee, read February 25th, on the petition of 8 
vers owners of marſh and meadow ground on the river Delaware and Def 


Reyſolv 


„„ 
Reſolved, That a committee be-appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
0 a law, obliging ſundry owners of marſh meadow in the townſhip of 
-nicum, and county of Chefter, bounding on the river Delaware and Derby 
ek, to pay their proportionable part of the expence neceſſary for ſupport- 
o the tide banks of ſaid marſh meadow. © _ . 
Harn That Mr. M Dowell, Mr. Wilcox and Mr. Alkfon be a com- 
"tee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution, - + © 
The bill, entituled © An Adi to ere? Wyoming townſhip, and that part 
ff Cataweſſy and Maboning townſhips herein after deſcribed, in the county of 
Northumberland, into a ſeparate election diſtrid, was read the ſecond 
me, and conſidered by paragraphs, | 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
Med for conſideration, Ar Oh ety 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Thurſday, March 5, 1789. A. M. 


he Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


* 1 


A memorial from the committee of the public creditors was read, praying 
at they may be heard by counſel at the bar of the Houſe, previous to the 
fing of any final reſolution which may have a tendency to alter the fund- 
> ſyſtem, or to diminiſh their rights and claims derived under that ſyſtem ; 
| on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time: 
nereupon * 5 | | ' 23 | 
lived, That Monday next, at three o'clock in the afternoon, be aſſign- 
for the purpoſe of hearing counſel on behalf of the memorialiſts. 

be committee appointed February 18th, on the petition of a number of 
inhabitants of the county of Waſhington, made report, wich was read, 
follows, vx. 2 „ 
he committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the in- 
itants of Maſbington county, ſtating a number of inconveniencies they la- 
Ir under on account of their being included in the county aforeſaid, and 
ing to be annexed to the new county of Allegbeney, after having paid due 
nition to the ſubject, and from the beſt information they have been able 
ollect, they are induced to believe the complaint of a part of the peti- 
rs are well founded: They offer the following reſolution : KD 
olved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to annex that 
of Waſhington county to the county of Allegbeney, included by the fol- 
ing lines; beginning by the O41 river, where the ſtate line croſſes the 
e; from thence in a trait line to Vhbite's mill, on Raccoon creek ; from 
ce in a direct line to Armftrong's mill, on Miller's run'; and thence in 
ner direct line to Monongabela river, oppoſite the mouth of Perry's run, 
te it ſtrikes the preſent line of Allegheney county. | 8 
Ordered to lie on the table. 5 B oo; 
be committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled © An 
1% divide the county of Luzerne into election diffricts,” which was read 
hiſt %%% 

Ordered to lie on the table. 1 55 5 


The 
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The committee of accounts made report in part, which was read, as fo 
lows, VIZ. a | | : 


; The committee of accounts report—That there is due to Peter Stewart 
| for printing five hundred copies of the bill for incorporating the city of 


'S Philadelphia, the ſum of eleven pounds five ſhillings: Therefore 
i Reſolved, That the Speaker be directed to draw an order on the $1, 
1 Treaſurer, in favor of Peter Stewart, for the ſum of eleven poundh j 


ſbillings. 3 mo 
Ordered to lie on the table. 9 2 I 
q The committee of accounts made a further report in part, which Was 
3 read; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond 
1 time: Whereupon A | 
Reſolved, That the Speaker draw an order on the State Treaſurer, in fayg 
of Peter Z. Lloyd, Eſquire, for the ſum of ſeventy-five pounds, to pay the 
contingent expences of the Houſe, and to be accounted for by him. 
The committee appointed February 21ſt, on the petitions from 1422 in 
[ habitants of the county of Chęſter, made report, which was read, as fl 
EW lows, viz. : gt na On 
Þþ The committee, to whom were referred the petitions from a number 
| the inhabitants of Che/er county, praying for a diviſion of the ſaid counh 
| report | | 75 i p | 
"That however reſpeQable the petitioners may appear in the eyes of i 
committee, they are aware that applications for the diviſion of counties: 
| too often applied for, more with a view to the intereſt of individuals, th 
|| for the public convenience; and are of opinion that the Legiſlature ſho 
if be cautious in proceeding on ſuch applications, till time hath. been given f 
mY obtaining the neceſſary information: That in the preſent caſe, though d 
; cumſtances have appeared to the committee favorable to the applicants, th 
= deem it ſafer to defer recommending the meaſure, till time has been gi 
* for all parties concerned to be informed of the application: They thereſt 
Ws ſubmit the following reſolution, 8 5 | 
lf Reſolved, That the petitions, praying for a diviſion of Che/er county, 
1 publiſhed for four weeks in one of the news- papers of this city. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 6 „ Reba +.” 
The committee appointed November 20th laſt, on the petitions for: 
1 againſt Aughwick creek being declared a, public highway, made report, w 
l; .- was read, as follows, viz... 5 3 | 


— 
* 
4 _— - 


The committee, to whom was referred the petitions for and againſt Al 

[| wick creek being declared a public highway, having made enquiry reſpe 
1 the ſituation of the country in the neighbourhood of ſaid creek, are of opint 
= that declaring the ſame to be a public highway would be of little or no 
i vantage to the public, and would eſſentially 1njure private property, 
= the committee are of opinion ſhould never be violated, but to the ce 
=. and moſt evident advantage of the community at large : Therefore 

committee offer the following reſolution, 


„ * 


Reſolved, That the petition from the county of Huntingdon, for decla 
© Aughwick creek a public highway, ought not at this time to be granted. Were 
_ Ordered to lie on the table. INS 


| 
| 
1 The committee appointed February 11th, on the petition of Samuel Wn 
| man, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 


* 


9 - | / 


L rag 1 

The members of the county of Philadelphia, to whom the petition of 
Samuel Lehman, a Collector of taxes for the townſhip of the Northern 
Liberties, was referred, praying. that he may be exonerated from the pay- 
ment of ninety-ezght pounds fifteen ſhillings and three-pence, public money, 
of which he alledges he was robbed, beg leave to report 7 > 

That they are of opinion the compenſation made to officers employed 
to collect the public revenue ſhould be conſidered in the double view of 
z recompence for their ſervices and a premium for their riſque, at leaſt 
when no commotion or public danger renders property in an unuſual man- 
ner inſecure ; That from a contrary opinion being diffuſed throughout the 
community, frauds may in ſome, and careleſſneſs in many inſtances will 
probably ariſe, and we fear in moſt caſes the money of the ſtate will be 
longer delayed from the public treaſury : Your committee, being decided 
in their opinion on general principles, and not from the particular circum- 
nces of an individual caſe, have deemed it uſeleſs to enquire particular] 
nato the nature of the alledged robbery, and beg leave to ſubmit the follow- 
1p reſolution, | | | 3 
Reſolved, That the prayer of the petitioner, Samuel Lehman, cannot be 
ranted, | | | 
| Ordered to lie on the table. | , 
The memorial and petition of Villiam Moore, Eſquire, read yeſterday, 
as read the ſecond time: Whereupon | XY 
On motion of Mr. C/ymer, ſeconded by Mr. Fitzſimons, 5 
Ordered, That the fame be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. 
lage, Mr. Brodhead and Mr. M*Lene, to report thereon. | 72 
The motion made by Mr. Clymer, ſeconded by Mr. Robinſon, March 
|, reſpecting the letter from the Governor of the ſtate of Virginia to the 
elident of this ſtate, with its incloſures, was read the ſecond time. 
A motion was made by Mr. M*Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Wright, 
To, poſtpone the conſideration of the reſolution contained in the ſaid mo- 
u, in order to introduce the following, in lieu thereof, viz. ps 
Reſolved, That this Houſe do concur in opinion with the legiſlature of the 
nmonwealth of Virginia, that great and material amendments in the con- 
tion lately formed by the Continental Convention, and ſince ratified by a 
ority of the ſtates, are abſolutely neceſſary to the liberty and ſafety of the 
0 people of the United States. FT | 
volved, That the moſt eligible mode of obtaining ſuch amendments, 
the only mode in which they may be reaſonably expected, is that which 
pointed by the conſtitution itſelf, —the calling a convention of deputies 
the ſeveral ſtates, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the de- 
of the conſtitution that have been ſuggeſted by the State Conventions, 
reporting ſuch amendments thereto, as may be found neceſſary to the 
it and happineſs of the people. | 3 
ſolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare an addreſs to the Con- 
8 of the United States, requeſting that ſuch Convention, for the purpoſe 
ad, may* be called without delay, and that the fame be preſented to 
refs in the name of the legiſlature of the commonwealth of Penn/yl- 


” 


i the queſtion,— Will the Houſe poſipone for the aforeſaid pur- 
. 3 


' TH f - 
4 | 
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| The Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M*Lene and Mr. Wright, nd 
| were as follow, viz. | ö 


Y E AS. £00,500 ts 


1 David Mitchell, 10 James Marſhall, 
2 Thomas Kennedy, 11 James Alliſon, 
. 3 Thomas Beale, 12 Alexander Wright, 
=. 4 Jonathan Hoge, 13 Jobn Gilchreeſt, 
" 5 Foſeph Heiſter, 14 Theophilus Philips, 
| 6 Foſeph Sands, 15 James M*Lene, 
| 7 Jobn Ludwig, FEE A 16 James Johnſon, 
x 8 Jobn Piper, 17 Jacob Miley, 
j g William Toad, 18 Adam Orth. 
4 . bf 0 A TY 
1 1 George Clymer, 22 James Cunningham, 
| 2 Thomas Fitaſimons, 23 Jacob Erb, 
| : 3 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 24 Henry Dering, 
Wl | 4 Lawrence Sickle, 25 Thomas Lilley, 
| 5 William M*Pherſon, 26 Michael Schmyſer, 
| 9 John Salter, x 27 Henry Tyſon, 
5 7 George Logan, 28 Toſeph Reed, 5 
[- S8 Wilkam Robinſon, jun. 29 Gabriel Heifter, 5 
1 9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 30 Daniel Brodbead, 
| 10 Jabn Chapman, 31 Peter Trexler, jun. 
| 11 Valentine Upp, 32 Stephen Balliot, 
12 Samuel Foulke, 33 Jacob Saylor, f 
13 Richard Thomas, 34 Jobn White, 
14 James Moore, 35 Jobn Newly 
15 Mark Vilcox, 36 Robert Lollar, 
16 John M*Dowell, 37 Facob Ref, 
17 Caleb Fames, 38 Peter Richards, 
18 Richard Downing, jun. 39 Jonatban Roberts, 
19 Alexander Lowrey, 40 Jobn Carſon, 
20 James Clemſon, 41 Obadiab Gore, 
21 Jobn Hopkins, 42 Hugh Daviſon. 


So it was carried in the negative; and the original motion recurring, ® 


The Houſe, taking into conſideration the letter from the Governdl 
Virginia to the Preſident of this ſtate, and its ſeveral incloſures, tranſi 
A the Supreme Executive Council in their meſſage of the 6th of Fel 
Reſolved, That his Excellency the Preſident be requeſted to aſſute 
Excellency Governor Randolph, that, accuſtomed to ſentiments. of the! 
eſt reſpect and deference for the legiſlature of Virginia, it muſt ever be] 
ful to the Houſe, when obliged to diſſent from the opinion of that Aſſe 

upon any point of common concern to the two ſtates, as members 0 
union; and, particularly, on a meaſure of ſach importance as the one 
propoſed, the calling of a convention of the ſtates for amending hon 
5 L | | | | con 
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conſtitution, the neceſſity of which they are not able to diſcern, though it (©; 


is ſo apparent to and ſo earneſtly inſiſted on by that legiſlature. 
That though it is poſſible this conſtitution may not be a ſyſtem exempt, 


oe. 


W, . 


. 
1 George Clymer, 
2 Thomas Fitzfimons, - 
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 
4 Lawrence Sickle, 
5 William M*Pherſon, 
6 Tohn Safzer, | 
7 William Robinſon, jun. 
8 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
9 Fohn Chapman, 
10 Valentine Upp, 
I1 Samuel Foulke, 
12 Richard Thomas, 
13 James Moore, 
14 Mark Wilcox, 
15 fobn M*<Dowell, 
16 Caleb James, 


18 Alexander Lowrey, 

19 James Clemſon, 

20 Jobn Hopkins, 
21 James Cunningbam, 


e 
I George Logan, 
2 David Mitchell, © 
3 Thomas Kennedy, 
4 Thomas Beale, 
5 Jonathan Hoge, 


6 J oſeph Heiſter 2 


I7 Richard Downing, jun. 


in all its parts, from error, yet the Houſe do not perceive it wanting in any 
f thoſe, fundamental principles, which are calculated to inſure the liberties 
their country. As it is, they conceive the happineſs of America and the 
harmony of the union to depend altogether on ſuffering it to proceed, undi- 
urbed in its operations by premature alterations or amendments, which, 
owever plauſible they may be in theory, or neceſſary perhaps to the idea 
if a perfect form of government, experience, after all, can demonſtrate 
whether they would be real improvements or not. That under ſuch forcible 
apreflions, the Houſe cannot, conſiſtently with the ſpecial duty they owe to 
e good people of this ſtate, or with the affection, which, in the enlarged 
pirit of patriotiſm, they bear to the citizens of the United States at large, 
ncur with the Legiſlature of Virginia in their propoſed application to Con- 
eſs, for calling a Convention of the ſtates for the above mentioned pur- 


— 


On the queſtion.— Vill the Houſe adopt the Same ?"—the Leas and 
ys were called by Mr. M*Leze and Mr. Kennedy, and were as fol- 


Y E A 8. 


22 Jacob Erb, 


23 Henry Derg, 
24 Thomas Lilley, 


25 Michael Schmyſer, . 


26 Henry Tyſon, 

27 Jaſepb Reed, 

28 Daniel Brodhead, 
29 Peter Trexler, jun. 
30 Peter Eater, 

31 Stephen Balliot, 

32 Jacob Saylor, 

33 Jobn White, 


by 34 Jobn Nevlil, 


5 Robert Lollar, 
36 Jacob Reit, 
37 Peter Richards, 
38 Jonathan Roberts, 
39 John Carſon, 
40 Obadiah Gore, 
41 Hugh Daviſon. 


F 


7 Gabriel Heiſter, 
8 Jaſeph Sands, 
9 Jabn Ludwig, 


10 Jobn Piper, 

11 William Todd, 

12 James Marſhall, 
NAS. 


4 * 
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13 James Alleen. 17 - Jaw M. Lene, 
is Alexander Wright, 18 James Fobnſon, 
15 Fobn Gilcbregſt, | 19 Jacob Miley, © 
16 Theophilus Philips, 20 Adam r 


880 it was carried i in the affirmative. 


Hh The petition of Van Swearingen and others, read February 28th, wu n 
the 3 time: Whereupon, oF 
| On motion Mr. Marſhall, ſeconded by Mr. Nell, . Waves 
3 Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Eater and Mr. . 
hall, to report thereon. 
The motion made by Mr. Robinſon, ſeconded by Mr. T omaz, read 5 0 
day, was read the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz. 
Reſolved, That the members of the Senate and Houſe of Repreſentasy 
of the United States from this ſtate be authoriſed to make a reſpectful ag 
to Congreſs of the. uſe of any or all the buildings in Pb:ladelphia, the 
perty of the ſtate, and of the building lately erected on the State- ho 
_ . Square, belonging. to the city and county of Philadelphia, in caſe Congn 
ſhould at any time incline to make choice of that city for the temporary 
ſidence of the fœderal government. "= 
The petition of a number of the inhabitants reſiding on the weſt fide 
Schuylkill, read February 24th, was ad the ſecond time: Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. Fitzſimons, ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, 
| __ Ordered, That the ſame be referred to Mr. Fitaſimons, Mr. M. Pha 
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Brodbead, Mr. White, Mr. Mar ſpall and Mr. N Leu, 
report thereon. 
The report on the petition - of David Miller and others, read yeſterk 
was read the ſecond time: Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. M. Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Fitzfimons, | 
* Ordered, That the ſaid report be re-committed. | 
The report on the petition from 996 inhabitants of the. county of Nn 
umberland, read February 20th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
Reſolved, That the prayer of the petition. from Northumberland coul 
for a diviſion of the ſame; cannot be complied with. 
The report of the committee on claims, read F ebruary 28th, was read 
ſecond time: Whereupon 
Reſolved, That the Reverend Meſſieurs Jones, Rogers and M « Murdie, | 
leave to withdraw their petition. _ 
Reſolved, That James Davidſon have leave to withdraw his W 
On motion of Mr. Piper, ſeconded by Mr. Saylor, 
Reęſalved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be end 
into a law, for the purpoſe of erecting Derry nlp. in * coun 
Bedford, into a ſeparate election diſtrict. 
Ordered, That the members from Bedford county be a committee, tob 
in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 
A motion was made by Mr. Lollar, ſeconded by Mr. 0. Hei iter, a 
lows, vis, 
| Reſolved, That 'a committee be appointed t to make enquiry, and repo 


this Houle, wage aun of money have been Paid into the State Tre 
| x 3 . quay | 


=; 


„ 3” oO 9 
quarterly by the Auctioneers of the city of Philadelphia, the diſtriet of 


the laſt twelve months, in order that the Houſe may aſcertain with preciſion 
what the duties on public auctions produce, and whether the fame have 
deen punctually paid, Ne to law. R 

Ordered to lie on the table. | * 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled . An 

« Af for compenſating Evan Owen or ſupphes by bim Furniſhed the civil 
« officers of Northumberland -county, in the year one thouſand ſeven bundred 
« and ſeventy-five,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 7 


i 


niſtonert of the ſeveral counties within this ſlate to make ſale of lands for 
non-payment of taxes,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by para- 


aphs. | 4 | a 

2 That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
hed for conſideration. 8 . | 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Friday, March 6, 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


impriſonment. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 3 3 

\ petition from Jobn Cart, of a ſimilar tenor with his petition read in 
late Houſe of Aſſembly September 11th laſt, was read, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. * e 

| petition from the Truſtees of the county of Allegbeney was read, pray- 
an act may pe paſſed, to authoriſe the Collectors of the counties of 
moreland and Waſhington, reſpectively, to pay unto ſuch perſons as may 


on Popointed, all ſuch ſums of money as each and every of them may collect 


county rates and levies within the limits of the ſaid county of Alleg- 


real WY Ordered to lie on the table.  _. ee 

be committee on claims made a further report in part, which was read, 
lows, viz. | 5 9 N 5 

be committee on claims, on the petition of Nicholas Reib, late of the 
of artificers in the ſervice of the United States, praying a further com- 


4 ie, 1 


nn 


tion for his ſervices, beg leave to report—— _ 
at the prayer of the petitioner cannot be granted. 
e committee therefore offer the following reſolution, 


* — 


wel, That the petitioner, Nicholas Reib, have leave to withdraw his 


to 0 On. 
rdered to lie on the table. 1 3 
r, M reably to the order of the day, the Houſe reſumed the conſideration 


bill, entituled / An Act to incorporate the city of Philadelphia.” = 


repos in debating the following paragraph, vix. 


Trend be it farther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the faid 


quuſhor, Recorder and Aldermen, or any four or more of them * 
| | | Mp COR FRIED 46 of _- 


\ 


Huthwork, and the townſhip of the Nonthern Liberties, reſpectively, within 


The bill, entituled“ An Ad further ro ſuſpend the powers of „be com- 


A petition from Robert Roſs, an inſolvent Jebtor, confined in the gaol of 
city and county of Philadelphia, was read, praying to be releaſed from 


—— = > * 
83 - ©. „ 
* — 


— * -- 
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« of the Mayor or Recorder, for the time being, ſhall be one) ſhall hay 
„ full power and authority, and they are hereby veſted with full 
« and authority, to enquire of, hear, try and determine, agreeably to the 
« Jaws and conſtitution, of this commonwealth, all larcenies, forpy; 
* pexjuries, aſſaults and batteries, riots, routs and unlawful aſlemblies, nd 
„c all: other offences which have been committed, or ſhall be COommitty 
« within the faid city, which would be cognizable in any County Con 
4 of General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace of or for any county withiz 
«© this commonwealth, had the ſame offences, or any of them, been con 
«© mitted within any fuch county, and to puniſh all perſons who gy 
<< be convicted of the ſame offences, or any of them, agreeably to the lu 
of this commonwealth ; and alſo to enquire of, hear, try and dee 
„ mine all offences which ſhall be committed within the ſaid city agiy 
% any of the laws, ordinances, regulations or conſtitutions, that hall 
«© made, ordained or eſtabliſhed in purſuance of this act; and to puni 
cc the offender and offenders as by. the ſaid laws, ordinances, repul; 101 
«© or conſtitutions, ſhall be preſcribed or directed; and alſo to imp 
4% fines on jurymen and others, according to law, and to levy the (ant 
„ and to award proceſs, take recognizances for keeping of the peace, f 
e being of good behaviour, and for appearance or otherwiſe ; or con 
« to. priſon, as odcaſion ſhall lawfully require, without being accountd 
% to the commonwealth for any fines or amercements to be impoled{ 
«© the ſaid offences, or any of them; and generally to do all ſuch math 
« and things within the faid city, as any Court of General Quarter $ 
«« ſions of the Peace, Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, of aud 
« any county within this commonwealth; may or can do within any 
% county: And to the ends and intents, and for the purpoſes aforh 
« and for ſuch other ends, intents and purpoſes, as are in and by this 
« declared or mentioned, the ſaid Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen, 
% any four of them, (whereof the Mayor or Recorder, for the time bi 
| «© ſhall be one) ſhall have full power and authority, and they are be 
« veſted with full power and authority, to hold and keep a Court df | 
« cord within the ſaid city, four times in each year, by the name, ſtyl 
te title of The Mayor's Court for the city of Philadelphia, for the 
« quiring, hearing, trying and determining of the pleas and matters al 
« ſaid, and for the puniſhing of thoſe who, ſhall be found guilty tht 
« and for the cauſing. of all encroachments in the ſtreets of the fad 
* and all nuiſances to be removed, and for the puniſhing of the off 
«« as the law and uſage ſhall in ſuch caſe require, and ſor the doing and 
« forming of all ſuch other matters. and things as are in and by th 
«© made cognizable in the ſaid court.“ „ 

A motion was made by Mr. M Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Wright, 

To ſtrike out the words, ** without being accountable to the communi 
40. * any fines or. amercements to be impoſed for the ſaid offences, d 
WA 2 5 5 n 

It was then moved by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Fitz/imons, 

To poſtpone the ſaid motion, in order to introduce the following a1 
ment, D | "Is 1 | 
To inſert, after the words the ſaid offences,” the words, / exc} 
« as are or ſhall be by law made payable into the State Treaſury fil 
« againſt this commonwealth.” }) Yer 


\ | A — 
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On the | queſion,n— Wi 1 the Houſe agree to the Poſtponement 7 — 2 
It was carried in the affirmative. 


It was tHereupon moved by Mr. M. Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Mitchell, 4 
"rther amendment to the ſaid clauſe, vix. 

0 ſtrike out the words in the original amendment, « offences againſt,” 
ad to inſert in lieu thereof the words, “ Jie » ences, g in the 
« courts of Quart er $ Mons F the ſeveral. counties In" ——— _ 

Which was determined in the negative; | | 

And the original amendment F by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Fitzmon | 
Jopted : Whereupon, 

On the queſtion,—** Will the Houſe agree to the clauſe, as amended 2” —the 
ſeas and Nays were called by Mr. M*Lene and M = Mi . bell, TT — — 


low, v2. 


1 E A 8. 
1 George Chmer, 
2 Thomas Ai 
3 Jacob H ltzheimer, 
4 Lawrence Sickle, ' 
PT 4 illiam Lewis, 
6 William M*Pher/ſon, 
7 John Salter, 
8 George Logan, | 
9 Wilkam Robinſon, jun. 


v E A 8. 
31 Gabriel Heiſter, 
32 Joſeph Sands, 
33 Daniel Brodbead, 
- 34 John Ludwig, 

5 Peter Trexler, jun. 
36 Peter Ealer, . 
37 Conrad Thrie, jun. 
38 Stephen Balliot, | 
39 Jacob Saylor, 


10 Gerardus Wynkoop, . 40 Jobn Piper, 


11 Jobn Chapman, 
12 Valentine Upp, 

13 Samuel Foulke, 
14 Richard Thomas, 
15 James Moore, 

n Jobn M*Dowell, . 


Caleb James, 


8 Richard Downing, jun. 


19 James Clemſon, 

20 John Hopkins, 

4 James C ing bam, 
22 Jacob Erb, 

23 Thomas C lingan, 

24 Thomas Lilley, 

25 Michael Schanſer, 

20 Henry Tyſon, _ 

27 Joſeph Reed, 

28 Than, Kennedy, 

29 Thomas Beal, 

30 Jonathan Hoge, 


N A 8. : 
I David Mitchell, x 


41 John White, 


42 James Barr, 
43 Jobn Irwin, 


44 William Todd, 


45 James Marſhall, 
46 James Alliſon, © 
47 Jobn Nevil, * 
* Alexander Wri, r, 1 
John Gilchree 155 
ilips, 
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51 James Johnſon, 
52 Robert Lollar, 


3 Jacob Reist, 


54 Peter Richards, © 
35 Jonathan Roberts, 
56 Jacob Miley, 

57 Adam Ortb, 

58 John Carſon, 

59 Obadiah Gore, 

60 Hugh Daviſon. 


N A T S8. 
2 James Lay Lene. 


4 


do it was detetmined in the affirmative. 8 H , 
\Wourned until ten o clock to-morrow, A. M. 3 
FEES Saturday, 


— 


—— 2 


15 % 1 i 
e March 7 „17 8. 9. . A N. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A petition from 285 inhabitants of the townſhips of W 1 
nagh, Mz ford, Lack, Wayne, Derry and Armagh, in the — of Con 
berland, was read, praying that ſaid county may be divided, 
rdered to lie on the table. 
: A memorial from the Guardians of the a of the city of Ta | 
was read, ſetting forth, that the preſent ſyſtem of poor laws is very deſg 
tive, and praying for leave to bring in a bill to remedy the ſeveral deſch 
thereof ; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſera 
time. 5 
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from PEN city "FF * 
ty of Philadelphia, with inſtructions to report a bill, if they deem it 
Ceſſa 
| A potition from 2 63 inhabitants of the townilips of Albany, Brunſwic 
Windſor, and the upper diviſion of Bern, in the:\e@unty of Berks, was rey 
praying they may be erected into a pores IP for the pdf- bold 
ing their general elections. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe ropdited a bill, entituled 
« AF to erect the townſhip of Derry, in the county of Bedford, Into P 
<© rate election diſtrict, which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
| Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houſe reſamed «6 conſidera 
of the bill, entituled *© An Ad to incorporate the city of” Philadelphia; 
having fully conſidered the ſame. by paragraphs, _ 
975 On the :queſtion,—** Shall the Jaid bill be engrofſed, for the purji 
% being enacted into a law? —the Yeas and Nays were called * Mr. K 
nedy and Mr. M Lene, and were as follow, VIZ. 


* 


1 George by | 4109 Jon Bene, ; 
2 Thomas Fitzfimons, _ 23 James Cunningham, 
3 Jacob Hiltzbeimer, 1 Jacob Erb, 
: Lawrence Seckle, © 2 Thomas Lilley, _ 
5 William Lewis, | 223 Michael Schmyſer, 
6 Wilkam M*Pherſon, © 24 Henry Tyſon, _ 
7 John Salter, 25 Toſeph Reed, 
8 William Robinſon, jun. 26 Foſeph Heiter, 
9 Gerardus Wynkoop, . 27 Gabriel Heifter, 

10 FJabn 2 15 28 Foſepb Sands, 

11 Valentine Upp, 209 Daniel Brodlead, 
132 Samuel Foulle. 30 Jobn Ludwig. | 
13 Richard T, yo, EY 31 Peter Trexler, Jun. | 

. 11 ames Moore, © 32 Peter Ealer, 

15 Jobn M. Dowell, 33 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 
| 4 Richard Downing, jun. 34 Stephen Balliot, . 
17 Alexander Lowrey, 35 Jacob Saylor, 


5 4 ens * N N * * o4 


% 
J 
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ames. Barr, 
35 Jae Ir Win, 

9 W illiam Jod, 
40 James Marſhall, 
41 James Alliſon, 

2 Jobn Nevil, 


43 Alexander W right, | 


Jobn Gilchreeſt, 


Xi Abs 


46 ret Jobnſon, 
47 Jacod Reif, 
48 Peter er, 


49 Jonat ban Roberts, 


50 Jacob Miley, 
51 Adam Ortb, 


$2 Fobn Carſon, 


3 Obadiab Gore, 


45 Theophilus Philips, 


„ 8. 
1 David Mitchell, 
2 Thomas Kennedy, 
3 7 homas Beale, 


8o it was determined i in the affirmative. 


54 Hugh Daviſon. 


. 
5 Jonatban Hoge, 
5 Fohn Piper, 

6 James M Lene. 


on motion made by Mr. Fitz/imons, ſeconded by Me. Lewir, Gu 

Ordered, That Tueſday next be affigned- for 88 third reading E the 
, entituled ** An 4 to repeal all 15 laws or atts of Aſſembly reguir- 

in any carb or affrmation of allegiance from the inhabitants. of this com- 

monwealth, and for. 1 other en and that it be the order for 
t day. 


n until half pal two o'clock on Mondey next, F. M. 


1 Monday, March 9, 1 1789. P. M. 
| The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


\ memorial and petition from the — of the county of Phi- 

bia was read, praying for a reviſal and alteration of the law, which 

oriſes the Juſtices. of the Quarter Seſſions of the Peace to order pay-. | 
t out of 'the county ſtock for lands taken * in -pabllc roads er = 


roved grounds. 55 8 
Ordered to Jie on the pak OTC | 
petition from Fedediab Morſe was read, 3 forth chat he has com- 

d and nearly compleated a book, entituled, The American Geogra- 


Ny,” which is printing in a neighbouring ftate, and praying he may 


entitled to the excluſive * of lng and vending the Copies thereof wo 's = 
in this ſtate, "£0 


Ordered to lie on the table. . 
he committee appointed November 19th laſt, on the petition of Gabriel be 
„ and others, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. _ _ | 
be committee, to whom was referred the petition of Gabriel Coxe, George 
ndigham and Andrew. Swearingen, beg leave to report=— _ 

at it appears to your committee, from the beſt information they have 
able to. obtain on this ſubject, that the monies recovered from Gabriel 
, George JV. N and Andreu e as. ſet 1 8 in their 
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committee on that part of the meſſage from his Excellency the Prefideat 


to report 


reform the profligate, by a due execution of a wiſe but lenient ſyſtem« 


them. The laudable intentions of a former Houſe on this ſubject ha 


into a law, to declare the preſent work-houſe in the city of Phladeph 


the ſame by an enlargement thereof, if it ſhall be neceflary, with 


and ſolitary confinement and whereas the finances of this commonwe 


1 
petition, were for militia ſervices performed on the frontiers of this "IX 
monwealth, at a time when the ſaid ſervices were eſſentially neceſſary for the 


protection and ſafety of the frontier inhabitants, and at a time when the 


militia of that county could not be called out under the law, on Account of 
a diſpute then exiſting between this ſtate and that of Virginia. | 
Yout committee are of opinion that it is juſt and, reaſonable the fad 
ſervices ſhould be rewarded, in like manner as thoſe of other militia of this 
ſtate: Therefore beg leave to offer the following reſolution, viz, 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enadtet 


into a law, authoriſing the Comptroller-General to receive and ſettle the 


accounts of Gabriel Coxe, George Vallandigbam and Andrew $ wearingen, fy 
the militia pay and rations of Captain Thomas Bay, and the company under 
his command, employed in the defence of the frontiers of this comm. 
wealth in the. year 1780, and iſſue certificates for the ſame, in like manne 
as to other militia of this ſtate, a pay-roll of the time and ſervices of (ii 
company to be firſt preſented, and properly atteſted by the {aid Captain, 
Ordered to lje on the table. TA Ts (= 

The committee appointed November zd laſt, to reviſe the criminal lay 
of this ſtate, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 7 

The committee appointed to reviſe the criminal laws of this ſtate, and ty 
report ſuch alterations therein as might be deemed neceſſary, being alſo 


and Supreme Executive Council which relates to the ſame ſubject, beg len 


That from a doubt of the right to take away the life of man, exce 
where it is expreſly authoriſed by him who gave it—from an earneſt wiſh h 


laws, and from an anxious defire to afford ſecurity to the lives and propert 
of the good ay of this commonwealth, without the ſhedding of hum 
blood—they have ſeriouſly reflected on the important buſineſs committed! 


proved ineffectual, and experience has evinced, that unleſs a wiſer ſyſtems 
benevolence can be adopted, a more ſanguinary one will be revived. Und 
theſe impreſſions, your committee offer the following reſolutions, t mt, 
| Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be palk 


or ſo much thereof as ſhall be neceſſary, with the benefit of the ealt y: 
to be the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, for the confinems® 
of debtors, and of perſons charged with or convicted of miſdemeanors, 
order that their morals may not be corrupted by a communication with felo 
and to cauſe ſuch alterations in the apartments thereof to be made, as 
render it more convenient for the purpoſes aforeſaid ; and alſo to ret 
the remainder of the ſaid work-houſe for its preſent purpoſes, or to ext 


benefit of the weſt yard. 

And whereas the preſent mode of employing felons convict is on 
perience found to , be highly pernicious to ſociety, and to anſwer but f 
if any, of the good purpoſes intended by the exiſting law, and it 18 C 
ceived that the ſame will be beſt effected by ſubjecting them to hard lat 


is ON 


but f 


it is (Firing the day, as occaſion may require, and for caufing the fame to be 
rd 18 llly ſecured and warmed with flues or otherwiſe ; and eſpecially to 
p00" ſo much of the faid gaol, and one of the ſmall yards, to be appropri- 


p 


LC. iis 1]: - 


= not, in their preſent ſtate, admit of. the erecting and eſtabliſhing ſuffi- 


at buildings in each county for the purpoſes aforeſaid, but as the goal of 


- ſaid city and county is very large, and may be rendered convenient for 


confining and employing of malefactors, as it is accommodated with a 


yard and two ſmaller ones, furrounded by ftrong walls, ſo as to afford 
neceſſary ſeparations for employing them in the. working of raw ma- 


als and otherwiſe, and as the whole of the ſaid building may at a ſmall 
once be effectually ſecured, and the neceſſary parts thereof be warmed 
dues, it is conceived that ſociety will be greatly benefited, by eſtabliſhing 
ame as a place for the confining and employing of all felons convict 
min this commonwealth of offences not capital: Therefore EN 
Reſolved, That the ſaid committee be inſtructed to inſert one or more 
aſes in the faid bill, for the purpoſe of ſeparating and ſpecially appro» - 
ting ſo much of the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia as may 
neceſſary, together with one of the ſmall yards, for the ſole and exclu- 
purpoſe of confining all ſuch felons charged or convict within the 
city and county of Philadelphia, as the proviſions herein after recom- 
nded ſhall not extend to, and for placing the ſame under the care and 
tody of the officer to be appointed in the manner herein after mentioned; 
to declare the remainder of the ſaid gaol to be a place for the confine- 
at at hard labour of all felons convict of any felony or felonies not ca- 
by the laws of this commonwealth ; and for the eſtabliſhing of the 
e (in ſuch manner nevertheleſs as not to deprive the city and county of 
adeipbia of the fee ſimple thereof, or of their eſtate therein) for the 
pole aforeſaid, under the care and management of an officer, for that 
poſe to be appointed by the Preſident or Vice-Preſident in Council, on 
giving ſufficient ſecurity for his good conduct; and alſo to enable him 
point his turnkeys and other deputies, to make him accountable, un- 
proper rules and limitations, for their conduct, and anſwerable, under 
like rules and limitations, for all negligent as well as willful eſcapes 
nitted or ſuffered, either by his deputies or himſelf ; to ſubje& the ſaid 
s convict to additional puniſhments for eſcaping, and more e ee 1 
offences committed by them after ſuch eſcapes made; to make pro- 
n for the removal of all ſuch felons convict as aforeſaid to the ſaid 
e of confinement ; to cut off all kind of intercourſe and communication 
een them and other perſons, and for that purpoſe to provide, that no 
n ſhall be permitted to enter the ſaid gaol (other than the neceflary 
ers) without a licence being firſt obtained from LAG 3 
aſo to provide, that all the outward windows, or ſo many of them as 
on may require, ſhall be walled up and effectually ſtopped ; to autho- 
the ſaid gaol to be examined by proper perſons, and ſtrengthened in 
a manner as to effectually ſecure the priſoners from eſcaping ; to pro- 
that the neceſſary works and means ſhall be provided for employing, at 
r hours, the ſaid felons convict at hard labour, either in the yard, un- 


tie inſpection of proper keepers, or in their rooms or cells; to cauſe - 
voms, or ſo many of them as ſhall be neceſſary, to be divided, and 
provided for their ſolitary and ſeparate abode and employment, at night, 
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ated for the confinement at hard labour of female felons convict, in a ck, 
manner as to prevent any communication between the ſexes; and final 
to provide that no ſpirituous liquors ſhall be introduced into the ſaid gal 
and that the expences from time to time ariſing from the confining, en. 
ploying and fupporting of the ſaid felons convict ſhall be borne by the e 
and county of Philade/phia, and by each. of the other counties, in * 
tion to the number of convicts ſent from each of them, and that the pro 
fits ariſing from the labour of the ſaid felons convict ſhall be credited to & 
ſaid city, and each of the ſaid eounties, in the like ene 
Ondered to lie on the table. 
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Council on behalf of the publy 
creditors were admitted to the bar of the Houle, and having mY throw 
their arguments, the Houſe 
OE until ten o'clock t0-marrow, A. M. 


— 


| Tucſtay March I 0, 8 A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 
A petition from the four German Reformed Congregations of the tom 
Eaſton, the townſhips of Bethlehem and Plainfield, in the county of Nr 
ampton, and of the townſhip of Greenwich, in the county of Siſſa, 
State of Neu- Jerſey, was read, ſetting forth, that they purohaſed at 
and lot of ground thereunto belonging, ſituated in the town of Eafton a 
ſaid, for the uſe of the miniſter of the ſaid congregations, but the k 
is now found to be improperly ſituated, and dogs not anſwer the d 
for which it was purchaſed ; therefore praying leave to bring in a 
". | authoriſing the premiſes to be ſold; and the monies ariſing therefrom 
ll laid out in the purchaſe of another houſe and lot of ground more fu 
| d convenient. | 
* _ Ordered to lie on the table. 
i A petition from divers inhabitants of the niches of FW TERED Ws! 
praying that a part of the lands appropriated for the endowment of | 
WT -- _ Adchools may be granted for the ſupport .of a ſchool Aly erected ine 
ton, in the ſaid county. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
A petition from a number of the inkubitaarh of the county of Fr 
was read, 222 an act may be paſſed, for eſtabliſhing and endo- 
my of learning in the town of Greenceftle, in the ſaid county. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
A letter from his Excellency the Preſident Was preſented to the char 
read, as follows, VIZ. 


In COUNC IL, „ Philadelphia, March roth, 1789. 
s 1 | 
HE State-Houſe requiring ſome repairs, Council 83 Ma 

Colliday, Hicks and Rakefiraw to examine the ſeveral parts. 


duilding, and to report an eſtimate of the expence of the repairs 
"3 at this time neceſſary, which eſtimate I have the honor of encloking' 


FI * ; — 


** 


„ L. 135 T e 
be laid before ch General Aﬀembly, I have 1 honor to be, with great 
va OD BS} 

Tour moſt obedient and very bumble ſervant, | 


© THOMAS. MIFFLIN. 


Honorable the SP AKE * 
of the General Aſfembſ 2 


A 


And the incloſed ns was alſo read, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. | | 3% 
A petition from Francis White, confined in tha gaol of the city al ao. 
of Philadelphia, by warrant under the hands and ſeals of the Gommiſſion- 


of Bankruptcy, was read, praying he may be releaſed from farther im- - 
ſonment. 1 4 

Ordered to lie on the table. : 
he committee appointed February gth, on the petition of 7 2 75 Barnet, 
torney of James Rumſey, &c. made 5 which was read, as fol- 
16, ix. | 
The committee on the petition of Fo/epþ 1 Barnes, Attorney of James 
ey, and the remonſtrance of John FL report 

hat the matters referred leading them into the general contllepiticn of a 
ver of granting excluſive rights to the benefits ariſing from new diſcove- 
or inventions, the committee conceive it a power which ought to reſide 

a body better poſſeſſed, than the Legiſlature can be, of the means of en- 
ring and examining into their originality and merits; for gr reaſon | 
y offer the following reſolution, vzz. 
faves, That a ſpecial committee be appointed to bring i in a bill, veſting 
wer in the of granting patents, and to 

e to original diſcoverers and inventors, their heirs and aſſigns (any exiſt- 
law or laws to the contrary notwithſtanding) the excluſtve right of and 
benefits arifing from their diſcoveries and inventions. 

Ordered to lie on the table. . 
The committee appointed February 21ſt laſt, on the petition of | Grizzel 
ertfon, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 
he committee, to whom was referred the 2 of Grixxel Roder gen, 
1 
bat Ahodgh they are Efie of the diſtreſſed ſituation of the peti- 
er, yet they cannot conceive that this Houſe can with propriety extend 
f to her caſe : They therefore ſubmit the following reſolution, 
as That the prayer in the petition of Grizzel . cannot be : 
te | : 

Ordered to lie on n che table. „ 992 
be report of the committee appointed to reviſe the criminal laws of 
ate, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
folved, That a committee be appointed to bring i in a bill, to be paſſed 

a law, to declare the preſent- work-houſe in the city of Philadelphia, 
0 much thereof as ſhall be neceſſary, with the benefit of the eaſt yard, 
de the gaol of the city and county of Philadeiphza, for the confinement 
lebtors, and of perſons charged with or convicted of miſdemeanors, in. 
r that their morals may not be corrupted by a communication with felons, ' 

Mm 1 and 


and ſolitary confinement ; and whereas the finances of this commonyeyy 


the confining and employing of malefactors, as it is accommodated yith 


' . terials and otherwiſe, and as the whole of the ſaid building may at a ſm 
_ clauſes in the ſaid bill, for the purpoſe. of ſeparating and ſpecially appr 


cuſtody of the officer to be appointed in the manner herein after mentione 


ment at hard labour of all felons convict of any felony or felonies not 0 


to appoint his. turnkeys and other deputies, to make him accountable, | 
the like rules and limitations, for all negligent as well as willful eſc 
for any offences committed by them after ſuch eſcapes made; to make 
| between them and other perſons, and for that urpoſe to provide, that 
period. ſhall be permitted to enter the ſaid gaol (other than the necef 
and alfo to provide, that all the outward windows, or & many of thed 


_ . occaſion may require, ſhall be walled up and effectually ſtopped ; to aut 
rie the ſaid gaol to be examined by proper perſons, and ſtrengthene 


ob” 


L 136 J : 
| and to eauſe ſuch alterations in the apartments thereof to be made, a, 
render it more convenient for the uy wp aforeſaid ; and alſo to t 


the remainder of the ſaid work-houſe for its preſent purpoſes, or to e 


| the ſame by an enlargement thereof, if it ſhall be neceſſary, with th 
benefit of the welt yard. NETS x 


Arid whereas the preſent mode of employing felons convict is on g. 
perience found to be highly pernicious to ſociety, and to anſwer but fy 
if any, of the good purpoſes intended by the exiſting law, and it is cy, 
ceived that the ſame will be beſt effected by ſubjecting them to hard labon 


will not, in their preſent ſtate, admit of the erecting and eſtabliſhing i 
cient buildings in each county for the purpoſes aforeſaid, but as the goyl d 
the ſaid city and county is very large, and may be rendered convenient fy 


large yard and two ſmaller ones, ſurrounded by ſtrong walls, fo as to af 
the neceſſary ſeparations for employing them in the working of raw ny 


expence be effectually ſecured, and the neceſſary parts thereof be wane 
by flues, it is conceived that ſociety will be greatly benefited, by eſtabliſhing 
the ſame as a place for the confining and employing of all, felons conyid 
within this commonwealth of offences not capital: Therefore 

Reſolved, That the ſaid committee be :nſiruted to inſert one or mot 


priating ſo much of the gaol of the city and county of Pbiladelpbia us m 
be neceſſary, together with one of the ſmall yards, for the ſole and exc 
five purpoſe of confining all ſuch felons charged or convi within t 
ſaid city and county of Philadelphia, as the proviſions herein after tec 
mended ſhall not extend to, and for placing the ſame under the care a 


and to declare the remainder of the ſaid gaol to be a place for the confi 
pital by the laws of this commonwealth ;. and for the eſtabliſhing of t 


fame (in ſuch manner nevertheleſs as not to deprive the city and county 
Philadelphia of the fee ſimple thereof, or of their eſtate therein) for | 


purpoſe aforeſaid, under the care and management of an officer, for 
purpoſe to be appointed by the Preſident or Vice-Preſident in Council, 


is giving ſufficient ſecurity for his good conduct; and alſo to enable 


der proper rules and limitations, for their conduct, and anſwerable, ut 


permitted or ſuffered, either by his deputies or himſelf; to ſubject the! 
felons convict to additional puniſhments for eſcaping, and more ape 


viſion for the removal of all ſuch felons convict as aforeſaid to the 
place of confinement ; to cut off all kind of intercourſe and communici 


o 


eepers) without a licence being firſt obtained from 


\ " 
* L , 
I | ; 
F — * 
a [ 


ſuch a manner ,as to effectually ſecure the priſoners from efcaping ; to pro- 


ge that the neceſſary works and means ſhall be provided for employing, at 
od hours, the ſaid felons convict at hard Mahar; Ges in the 95 un- 
k. the inſpection of proper keepers, or in their rooms. or cells; to cauſe 
he rooms,, or ſo many of them as ſhall: be neceſſary, to be divided, and 
als provided for their {olitary and ſeparate abode and employment, at night, 
r during the day, as occaſion may require, and for cauſing the ſame to be 
retually ſecured and. warmed - with flues or otherwiſe ; and eſpecially to 
aſe ſo much of the ſaid gaol, and one of the ſmall yards, to be appropri= 
ad for the confinement. at hard labour of female felons convict, in ſuch a 
anner as to prevent any communication between the ſexes; and finally 
provide that no fpirituous liquors ſhall be introduced into the ſaid gaol ; 
ad that the expences from time to time arifing from the confining, em- 
yiog and ſupporting of the faid felons convict ſhall be borne by the city 
d county of Philage/phia, and by each of the other counties, in propor- 
n to the number of convicts ſent from each of them, and that the pro- 
ariſing from the labour of the ſaid felons convict ſhall be credited to 
d city, and each of the ſaid counties, in the like proportion. 
Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M Dowell, Mr. 
ze, Mr. M. Lene and Mr. Lollar be a committee, to bring in a bill con- 
mably to the foregoing reſolu tions. | 
On motion of Mr. Logan, ſeconded by Mr. Fitz/amons, | JO 
Ordered, That the committee appointed February 24th, to examine into 
powers of the Comptroller-General, and the mode of tranſacting buſi- 
k in that office, be inſtructed to confer with the Supreme - Exeentive 


uncil, and to report thereon. | 2 x) 
he petition, of the Truſtees of the county of Alegheney, read March 6th, 
read the ſecond time. | LE ES 
)rdered, That it be referred to the members from the counties of We/t- 
tland and Waſhington, to report thereoy. _ i 
The petition of 83 inhabitants of the county of Northampton, owners of 
s at and near Wyoming, read February 12th, was read the ſecond time. 
Irdered, That the ſame, together with the ſeveral petitions on the ſame 
ect preſented this ſeſſion, be referred to Mr. Clymer, Mr. Downing, Mr. 
Vowell, Mr. Hage, Mr. Jobnſton, Mr. Nevil, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Gore, 
eport thereon. _ NI. | | 
be petition of Jobn Cart, read March 6th, was read the ſecond time. 
Ver That it be referred to Mr. Lilley, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Lollar, to 
thereon. , VV BY 
be memorial and petition of the Commiſſioners of the county of Phi/a- 
I, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. | 8 
ered, That it be referred to the members from the city and county of 
Welbia, to report thereon. _ LO | et, 


be report read November 12th, on that part of the meſſage from Coun- 
" Wing the donation lands, was read the ſecond time. 
: "red, That it be re-cominitted. ““. | 
report read November aoth, on the petition of the Truſtees of Vaſb- 
Academy, was read the ſecond time: Whereu pon 

ted, That the prayer of the petition of the Truſtees of Vaſbington 


The 


% 


; necel e 


\f then 


U 


>thenel 
, 


cannot be complied with, 


» 


- ofl reſpecting the boundary lines of this ſtate, was read the od time: 
Whereupon 


run and compleated by the W e N Commiſſioners appointed for the Pur. 
poſe. 


the foregoing reſolution. - < 


2; ing- Aughwick creek a public highway, was read the ſecond. time: Wi 


/ 
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the reports of the commiſſioners who compleated the ſame, together wif 


| tained i in the petition of the commiſſioners of Northumberland county. 


- read the ſecond time: Whereupon 


| Huntingdon, praying this Houſe to declare Aughwick creek a public? 


the ſecond time: Whereupon 


ants of Waſhington county, .was read the ſecond time : Whereupon 


| thence | in a direct 1 to Han 8 mill, on Miller's run; and 


The 9 8 1 February rech. on that part of che meſſage from Com 


Reſokved, That a committee be appointed to being in a bill, to de enadtel 
into a law, to eſtabliſh the boundary lines of this ſtate, as they have 


Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Richard; be x 
committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution, 

The report read February 14th, on that part of. the meſſage from Coung 
reſpecting engravings of the n ax. lines of this 5 was read the fecon 
time: Whereupen ' © | 

- Reſalved, That a committee be appoitited to denz! in a bill to be enady 
into a law; empowering the Preſident and the Supreme Executive Council 
direct engravings of the boundary lines, of this ſtate, and the Publication 


ſuch notes and obſervations of ſaid -commiſfioners as in the opinion 
Council may be uſeful and neceſſary to preſerve, and to iſſue an 6rder 
orders on the Treaſurer of this ſtate for the ele of the penen then 


by incurred. 
Ordered, That the laſt named committee bring i in a bil confornubh 


The report read February 13th, on the petition of the commiſſonen 
Northumberland county, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
Reſolved, That it will not be expedient to comply with the requeſt a 


The report -read March 3d, on the petition of Ernft Ludwig Bat eb 


' Reſolved, That the prayer of the > roy of * Ludwig Bajth ol 
not to be granted. 

The report of che committee of accounts relative to an account af 
Steward, read March 5th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 

Ordered, That it be re- committed. 

The report read March 5th, on the petitions for «nd againſt de 


upon 
F NEbel. That the petition from divers inhabitants of ihe Coun 


waz, ought not at this time to be granted. 
The report read March 5th, on the en of Samuel Lebman, v 


Reſolved, That the prayer of the Petitioner, Samuel Lebman, Can 
ranted. 
S The report read March 5th, on the petition 6f a nuatber of the i if 


' Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to ann 
part of Waſhington county to the county of Allegbeney, included in 
lowing lines; beginning at the Obio river, where the ſtate line crol 

Game; from thence in a ſtrait line to Mbite's mill; on Raccoon creek 


i. hs . 
— 39 J 
er direct Ine to Moron gabela river, oppoſite W of P run 
2 it ſtrikes the preſent line of Allegb 3 110 : ' 
Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. 2 Mr. Nevil, Mr. Marſball and 
f. Philips be a committes, to 8 in a bill eb to the e 
reſolution. 
** report read March 6th, « on the petitron of Nicholas Reib, WAS read the 
cond time: Whereu | 
Refobued, That Nicholas Reib have leave to withdraw his petition. 
The bill, entituled An Act to eftabliſh a board of appeal within the ve 
ral counties of this Hate, and fo grant exonerations in caſes of militia" fines,” | 
25 read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. . 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and en pub- | 
hed for confideration. 
The bill, entituled ** An AZ for granting rriali at Nth Prius 5 m the coun 
ty of Philadelphia,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by pa- 
raphs. 
MR That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith 28 
bed for conſideration. 
Adjourned wag ten o'clock to-morrow, - A. M. 


Wedneſday, March IT, 1789. he . M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the town of Egſton, in 


pole of erecting the ſaid town into a borough ; and on on, and by 
cial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 
Irdered, That the prayer thereof be granted. | 
r. from William Clingan was read, ſetting forth, that he was rob- 
a certificate granted to Jobn Bellows, late a ſoldier in the Pennſylvania 
, for the depreciation due on his pay, and purchaſed by the petitioner for 
vable conſideration, therefore praying a new one may be granted unto 
„ in lieu of the one of which he hath been ſo robbed z and on n motion, 
by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. | 
jrdered, That it be referred to the committee on claims, to to report 
> 
petition from 2 7" Hoſſall, of a ſimilar tenor with his petition read 
e late Houſe of Aſſembly Manes wh laſt, was read, praying relief 
e premiſes. _ 
Ordered to lie on the table. 925 
memorial from Jobn Fitch was read, remonſtrating ainſt the report 
ſeſterday on the . petition of Fo/epb Barnes, Attorney of Fames Rumſq, 
[and praying he may be heard by Counſel, on behalf of himſelf and 
tes, at the bar of this Houle, againſt the tenor of the ſaid N NY 
Vdered to lie on the table. 0 | 
e committee appointed February 19th, on the petitions for and againſt 
ncries in the rivers Codorus and Conewegs, made report, which was 
u follows, viz. 
© committee, to whom was referred the petitions of ſundry inhabitants 
county and borough of York Lg] the. fiſheries in Codorus and 


a4 rivers, OFT 


1 
> crol 
reek 


2d be 


N n Teh 5 That 


county. of Northampton, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill for the 


tended; but as it would be unreaſonable and unjuſt to oblige owners of dam 


in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, in York county, paſſed March qi 
1771, and to allow the petitioners in favour of the: fiſhery to erect ſy 


to paſs over. 


and finding her caſe to be very ſingular and diſtreſſing, are of opinion! 


Mr. Richard Wells, on "behalf of John Fitch and his aſſociates, and 


That from the beſt information your Sn could Aeta d Prefens 
act in force to regulate the fiſhery in ſaid rivers does not anſwer the end in. 


for mills and other water works to ere& and keep in repair Platforms,» J 
prayed for in the petitions for the fiſheries, yet nevertheleſs it may he af 
miſſible for the petitioners to have leave to erect ſuch platforms at their oy, 
expence, for the purpoſe of fiſh to paſs over : Therefore offer the followin 
reſolution, 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be ena 
into 4 law, to repeal the act, entituled An Adi for regulating the ji 


and ſo many platforms, at their own expence, ſo as not to injure the du 
already erected or to be erected, as to them ſhall rr Ms for the bf 


Ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Robin, * 

Ordered, That the committee eee February 21ſt, on the Petition 
Jobn Franklin, be diſcharged. _ 

The report read yeſterday, on the petition of Grizzel Robertſon, m 
the ſecond time: Whereupon®” 

A motion was made by Mr. M* Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Chapman, 

To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid report, in order to introduce! 
following motion in lieu thereof, viz. * 

The Houſe, taking into conſideration the petition of Grizael Robert 


her ſituation deſerves their attention; and as the ſuſpenſion of the {al 
the land for ſome time would be an inconſiderable loſs to the coma 
wealth, the prayer iof the petitioner appears reaſonable : Therefore 
| Reſolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are h 
regueſted to ſuſpend the ſale of the real eſtate of Robert Robert/on, dece 
now under a judgment in favour of the commonwealth againſt the adu 
ſtrators, until the further order of this or a ſucceeding Aſſembly. 
Which was carried in the affirmative: Whereupon 
_-Ordered, That the ſaid motion lie on the table. 
The report read yeſterday, on the petition of Fo ofe 5⁵ Barnes, Attornt 
James Rumſey, &c. was read the ſecond time. _ 
A motion was then made by Mr. Lollar, ſeconded by Mr. Moore, 
To poſtpone the confideration of the ſaid report, in order to take up 
ſecond reading the memorial of John Fitch, read this foredoon. 
Which was carried in the affirmative, 
And the memorial of John Fitch read the ſecond time: Whereupot, 
On motion of Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Fita ſimons, 
Ordered, That Friday next, at three o'clock, P. M. be aſſigned to 


Fiber, Eſquire, - on behalf of Jeſepb Barnes, Attorney” to Jon” 


17 be. report of the committee on ways and means, ng Februar) 
was read the ſecond time: Whereupon _ 5 
Oradtered, That Friday next be aſſigned for the conũideration of ü 
ports and that it be the order for that day. 


Ta } : 
The vill, entituled * An Ad 10 incorporate the city of Philadelphia,” 


having been brought in engroſſed, was compared at the table, enacted into * 
hw, and the Speaker directed to ſign the ſame. | | 


Adjourned until ten 0 clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Thurſday, Mach ia, 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

A petition from Peter ns. raph? collector of taxes within the ben 
if Lancaſter for the years 1782 and 1783, was read, ſetting forth, that 
n a ſettlement of his accounts with the Cotnmiſfioners of faid 'county a 
lance remains due from him in diſcharge of the ſaid taxes, and praying 
ertifcates of debts due from the public, Sh by him received in payment, 
ay be alſo received by the ſtate 1 in fatisfaCtion of their claim. 

Ordered to lie on che table. 
The bill, entituled “ 4 Supplement to an att, entituled An Aa 1 more 
efectually to prevent unfair practices in the packing of beef and pork for 
exportation, and to regulate the exportation of flaxſeed, butter and biſcuit 
in legs, having been brought in engroſſed, was compared at the table, 
added into a law, and the Speaker directed to fign the ſame. - 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled . A 
48 for annexing part of the county of Waſhington to the e of Alleg- 


a | 
— 


beney, which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. | — 

reeably to leave given, a member preſented t to the chair a bill, enti- 

uA Act for erecting the town of Eaſton, in the county of Narthamp- 


on, into a borough, and for other Purpoſes *bereix mentioned,” ” which: was 
aal the firſt time, and i Res 


Ordered to lie on the table. 

he bill, entituled * An Act to . all the laws or fs of Aſſembly 

quring any oath or affirmation of allegiance from the inhabitants of this 

mnonwealth, and for certain other purpoſes,” was read the third mne, 

conſidered by paragraphs. | 

nd on the queſtion, —** Will rhe Houſe agree to the title of the bil 7 — 

was moved by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Fitzfmons, _. 

0 amend the title, ſo as to read as follows, viz. | | 

An Act to repeal all the laws of this commonwealth requiring any oath or 

mation of allegiance From the inbabitants thereof.” 

bich was determined in the affirmative. _ 

mk That the faid bill be engroſſed, for the prirpoſe of being enacted 

Law, - 

. Lewis, in "TM place, read a bill, anticitcd.” ec * An AZ to prevent tbe 

anting of ſpecial courts on the plaintiff 's application; ;” and having obtajned 
of the Houſe for that purpoſe, pm; the ſame to the chairs: an che 

was read the firſt time; ang REN | 

Ordered. to lie on the table. EN g | 

« Irwin, in his place, read a bill, exifituled 40 TY 48 for 8 

ain ęlection diſtricts in the counties of Weſtmoreland and Allegheney ß 

Wing obtained leave of the Houſe for that 1 ee he. fame ON 
air, and the ſame was read the firſt time, and | 

"ered 1 to lie on the table. 7 
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read March oth, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 


liſhed for conſideration. 


= liſhed for conflderation. 


ties, was read ; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read! 
to report thereon. 


having been brought in engroſſed, was compared at the table, enafted! 


However, conſidering / the danger of EY a precedent for cla D 


0 Protefiant Suge Reformed G erman CONSIST: to wit, that of EE 


L. 142. 1 
tition of the four German congregations of the town of on, the 
cownlhipe of Bethlehem and Plainfield, in the county of 2 8 


Rgſolved, That the petitioners have leave to bring 1 in a bill conformabl to 
the prayer of their petition. 

The bill, entituled An Ac fo Avid the county of Luzerne into eleflin 
te difiricts,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs, 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and tor with pub. 


On motion of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Moore, + 
| Reſolved, That the . Juſtices of the . Court be requitted to gin 
their attendance to-morrow afternoon, when the e on the tub 4 
of Jobn Fitch's memorial are to be heard, _ 
The bill, entituled An Ad for compenſating Evan o for 
& by him furniſhed the civil officers of Northumberland county, in age 
« one thouſand ſeven ee and . ſeventy: oe was read the ſecond time, ay 


conſidered by paragraph 
Ordered, That it be . for a third reading, «ad forthwith pl 


b until ten clock to-morrow, A. M. . 4 


Friday, March 1 3, 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A memorial from the Board of Managers of the Pennſyluanis "ce 
for the encouragement of manufactutes and uſeful arts, ſuggeſting the 
priety of encouraging the growth of hemp within this ſtate by liberal boy 


ſecond. time. 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chmer, Mr. Robinſon and Mr, Lal 


The bill, entituled < An AT to repeal all the * of this cammonu 
« requiring any oath or affirmation of allegiance from the inhabitants tl 


a law, and the Speaker directed to ſign the ſame. > 
The committee on claims made a further report in parks” as follows, a | 
The committee on claims report—— 
That they have had under their conſideration | tho petition of 1 

M Fall, formerly a ſoldier in the fifth Pennfyhvania- regiment, wounded 

Fort Waſhington, and find his caſe. particularly hard, in as much 28 

nearly rendered incapable of getting his living, and not now within the 

viſions of the acts for granting penſions to diſabled ſoldiers: The comm 


this kind, can' only recommend, 
That Thomas M*Fall have leave to withdraw his petition, | 
Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chaie a bill, en 
led ** An Adt enipowering certain Truſtees therein named to ſell and ai 
<< certain bouſe and lot of ground, JSituate in the town of Eaſton,” and cou 
Northampton, and to appropriate the monies ariſing from the Jn? 
. towards the, purchaſe of a parſonage or dwelling for the miniſter of tht 


un 5 4 Bethl 


OR 
nethlchem, Plainfield and Greenwich rmonfbpe Mo the time bin,” which, 
s read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table, - | 2 
The bill, entituled : An Act for the relief of Robert Beatty and n : 
Moore, mſolvent Collectors, confined i in the gaols of Cumberland and Dau- 


in counties, Was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted ! 


The letter 5 his Excellency the Preſident, read Merch ien was read. 


eſſary repairs of the State-houſe : Whereupon, 
on motion of Mr. Fitzſimant, ſeconded by Mr. M Dowell, 


Lene, to report thereon. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the report of the committee on ways 

| means, read February 17th, was read the ſecond time. 

\nd in debating the firſt reſolution contained in the ſaid report, viz. 

121 That * intereſt due and to become due upon the fifty thouſand 
loaned by the act of March, 1785, the fees received in the Land- 

fice and by the Secretary of Council, the monies received for. court fines 

I forfeitures, together with the refidue of the monies ariſing from tavern 


d towards. the pay yment of the expences of government. 
It was moved by, Mr. Fitz/imons, ſeconded by Mr. Car/on, 
6 inſert, Es the word gavernment,” the words, and that , 


us purpoſe.” 
Vhich was curred in the affirmative, and the reſolution, as amended, 


| tal 
e ſecond reſolution EO then before the Houſe, viz. 
ed, That ten thouſand pounds be annually ſet apart out of 8 revenue 


ded for, the opening and improvement of roads and inland navigation, 


directe. 

tuns, on motion of Mr. Fig ons ſeconded by wh Lewir, 

rdered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtpo | 

din debating the third reſolution AN, in 8 aid report, vi. 
Uolued, That ſo much of ahy act or acts as directs the payment of in- 
ft on the New-Loan debt beyond the firſt day of April next be repealed; 
after the payments are compleated to the firſt day of April, they ſhall 


luties} which are now or hereafter may become due, till the aſſump- 
of that revenue by the U nited States, be excluſiyely. open, to that 


Dale. 


ws moved by Mr. . Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Yobnfon, 


following, as a ſubſtitute, viz. 
„That no intereſt ſhall be paid on of 8 debt after the 


into a | 


ſecond time, to ether ws 3 the incloſed eſtimate of the 9 of the 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Chapman and Mr. 


| marriage licences, after the payment of the Judges ſalaries, be e | 


be Further provided, to make good the ſum neceſſary for £ 


this ſtate, as a fund for the payment of ſuch claims as are not otherwiſe 


the r of domeſtic manufactures, as the I iflature way by 
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ceaſe and determine; and that the impoſts (other than the * 
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0 poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid reſolution, in order to introduce 1% 


ing intereſt to the felt of April next is N until ſuch time as the 
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of 144 J e 5 
tate; and the money, when ſo paid to this ſtate by the United State, , 
account of ſaid intereſt, ſhall be applied to the payment of the intereſt o 
the New-Loan debt, and to no other purpoſe whatſoever; and the img 
Which now are or heteafter may become due ſhall be collected, and, unt 
the aſſumption of that revenue by the United States (other than the Proteg 
ing Uutics) ſhall be excluſively applied to the payment of the- interes ; 
acctued before the ſaid firſt of Hpril ' © 1 oo 6 
Reſolved, That ſuch of the New-Loan creditors as chuſe to take h. 
their original certificates, on application to the Comptroller-General, g, 
de entitled to receive them, they returning the certificates which they recs 
ed in exchange from him, or other certificates of equal amount, 
On the queſtion, —** Vill the Houſe agree to the poſtponement, for the 1 
* hoſe aforeſaid ?"—the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M*Lene and l 
G. Heifter, and were as follow, vi2,.- LO h | 


'r Famer Harn, ub Famer Barr, . 
2 en Nees, 02 ON ' 15 Jobn Irwin, , 
3 David Mitchell, ' -16 James Marſhall, © 
41 Thomas Kennedy, © 1557 James Alliſon, 
<'*. 8 Thomas Brake, ' i 18 Jen Neu, 
A 6 Jonat ban Hoge, 19 Alexander Wright, 
7 Jeſeph Heifter, 220 Foha Gilchreeht, © 
8 Gabriel Heifter; © 21 James M Lene, 
9 Toſeph Sande,. 22 Fames Fobnſon, 
10 John Ludug. 223 Robert Tollar, 
11 Peter Trexler, jun. 224 Peter Richards, 
12 Stephen Builiat,. 235, Jacob Miley, © 
13 Jobn Piper, 26 Adam Orth. 


#0 


B52. 0 ö. nn Me:& X: Mi. 
1 George Clymer, , 2 Jacob Erb, 3 
2 2 Thomas Fitzfimonss 222 Henry De ring. 
3 $- Facob Hiltzbeimer. 23 Thomas Clingan,” - © 
4 William Lewis, | 24 Thomas Lilly, | 
5 William M*Pherſon,” 235 Michael Schmyſer, - - 
6. George Logan, 26 Henry Tyſon, 
9 William Robinſon, un. 27 Daniel Brodbead, - 
8 $ Gerardus Wynkoop, 2238 Peter Eater, _ 
9 Jen Chapman, _ 29 Conrad Ibrie, jun- 
10 Valentine Upp, 30 Jacob Saylory,*” 
1 Samuel Foulle. 331 Samuel Naclag. 
12 Richard Thomas, © 32 Jobn White, . 
13 Mark Wilcox, 33 Wilham Tadd, | 
1324 Fohn M*Dowell, 34 - Theophilus Philips, 
185 Caleb Fame, 8 35 Jaa R. 
156 Richard Downing, jun. 20 Jonathan Roberts, 
157 Alexander Lowrey, _ 37 John Carſon, 
48 James Clemſon, 338 Obadiah Gore. 
41009 'Fobn Hopkins, 39 Hugh Daum. © 
. 1] 20; James! Cm 


- 2 Hs irs axriied jc the eee 
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A motion was then made by Mr. 1 | , ſeconded by. Mr. Beale, 


To ſtrike out the word x epealed,” nd; in lieu thereof, to inſert. 
40 ſuſpended for the term of two years ;” and to inſert, after the word 40 
« termine,” the words * during the aforeſaid term of years.” > * 75 


On the queſtion, —** Will he Houſe a the faid nts 7 — 
It was carried in the negative. | aud 


The original reſolution then 1 of | 1 N 85 
8 mou une en P. M. : 


F 


Eu Die. P. M. e 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment; | 


Agreeably to the order of the Houſe of the eh inſtant (the Judges 


f the Supreme Court attending) Mr. Richard Wells was heard on behalf of 
n Fitch and his aſſociates: Whereupon © 


Ordereg, That Tueſday next, at three o clock, P. M. by affig ”y to heat 
Miers Fiſher, Eſquire, on behalf of Feſeph N MAE: to . Rum- l | 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, FAY M. BE > ogy 3 7 


12 
* 1 C5 & 
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Sunray, March 14, 1789. | A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment... 1 F> 1: 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the third reſolution de! in 
e report, of the committee on wes. and means, under conſideration Jeſter- 
I: Whereupon 7 
A motion was made by Mr. Robinſon and Mr. Lilly, FIG: A 
| To ſtrike out the wats <<. April next, and the word April, 1 ” and, i in 
| u thereof, to inſert the words © October laft,” and the word October. 
On the queſtion, —**- Will the Houſe agree to the amendments pre — | 
lt was carried in the negative. 
The original reſolution then recurring, was adopted. as follows, vir, | 
Reſolved, That ſo much of any act or acts as directs the payment of inte- 
on the New-Loan debt beyond the firſt day of April next be repealed ; 
it after the payments are compleated to the firſt of April, they ſhall then 
ik and determine; and that the impoſts (other than the -ctofting duties) 
ch are now or hereafter may become due, till the aſſumption of that 
enue by the United States, be excluſively applied to that PrP. | 
ourned until ee W on e 888 P. a EE 5 
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| Manday, March I 1 1769. P. * 
be Houſe met purſuant to adj ournment. . e 
letter from * Compirolize-General was read, praying be may * . 


0 hy additional clerk, for'the 9 of entering in a book all accounts 
un tcttled, 


4 Arn e the table, / - 85 5 eee bg 
| . . 0 y N. A petition 


— 


Al 


r 
ſo” 


* 
— @_ FT, 2 —— noted , add 6 — ER 
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Serland. 


ed a method of making all kinds of nails, ſprigs and brads, by cutting, 


** Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to e his petition. 
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A petition from divers. inhabitants of the wa of Slipper n | 
the Nag of Cumberland, was read, praying an act may be err, be 
claring the whole of the ſaid _—_ to be a * of ſaid 9 of Cin. 


Ordered to his on the WY | | | | 
A petition from David Folſom was read, ſetting forth, that he has invent. 


without the uſual mode of drawing, and praying this Houſe to grant uni 
him, his heirs and aſſigns, for a term of toning the ſole and —— . 


of making and vending the ſame. 


' Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed for the piicpoſe reported a bill, entituled « 4 


« A for the more effettual collection of the poor tax in the city of Philadel. 
*« phia, the diſtridt f Southwark, and the townſhips Moyamenſing and th 
«« Northern Liberties, and to Tae in a more convenient and ſalutary anne 
«« for the confinement of aforderly perſons found and apprehended in the ja 
<« city, diſtrid and townſhips,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Fitzſimons, in his place, read a bill, entituled 6s 4 Sibley 
« aff, entituled ** An Act to eſtabliſh a board of Wardens for the pott o 
«« Philadelphia, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” and Having ok 
tained leave for that purpoſe, Fe the ſame to * chair, and the ſa 
bill was read the firſt time, and | | 
., Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The petition of Robers Roſe, read March 6th, Was read the ſee 


time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Wikeox and Mr.! 


to . * thereon. 
1 petition of Fe W bite, read March "Rey was read the ſea 


time. 
That it be. referred to the laſt named comm mittee, to 
ereon. . 
6 The petition of Daniel Murphy, read February I oth, 1 was read the fr 
hn” 
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee od: claims to 
| iner dal. \ TA 
The petition of Jobs Roſe, read February 26th, 1 was. read the & 


time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to ths: committee on | claims, to m 


thereon. 
The petition of John Boe, read February 26th, was read the i 


= time. 2 4 


The petition of Milan Heſell, read March 11th,” was read the { 


time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. M*Pherfin and 


„ to report thereon. | 
The petition of the board of n * the N ennſylvania ſociel 


© the encouragement: of een read March: 1 3th, was read (p01 
time. | 


k ; 4 : © ® 
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Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chmer, Mr. Robinſen and Mr. Loftar, 
to report thereon. =» 
The petition of divers merchants and traders of the city of Philadelphia, 
cead February 28th, was read the ſecond time. 
1 That it be referred to the city members, with inſtructions to re- 
port a bill, if they deem it neceſſary. | 
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Montgomery county, read 
March 10th, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Piper, Mr. M. Lene and Mr. Lallar, 
o report thereon. 
The 1 N of Fedediah Morſe, read March gth, was read the ſecond 
ime. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Aal. to 
rt thereon. 
The motion made March 5th by Mr. Lollar, ſeconded by Mr. G. Heifter, 
read the ſecond time, as ores: vi. 
Bebel That a committee be appointed to e enquiry, and report to 
iis Houſe what ſums of money have been paid into the ſtate treaſury quar- 
ly by the AuQtioneers of the city of Philadelphia, the diſtrict of Southwark, 
id Northern Liberties, reſpectively, within the laſt twelve months, in order 
at the Houſe may aſcertain with preciſion what the duties on public auc- 
ns produce, and whether the ſame haue been punctually paid Ne to 
w, or not. 
It was moved 1 Mr. Kinadky, ſeconded by Mr. G. Heſter, 
To inſert, after the word “ re/pefiwely,” the words “ and the Collio 
of the duties or impoſts for the port of Ny i and after the word 
auftions,” the words * and impoſts.” 
Which was carried in the wx 9 
t was then moved by Mr. M*Lene, ſeconded by. Mr. Hage, 
o poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid motion. | | 
hich was carried in the negative. W hereupon | = 
n the queſtion,— Mill the Houſe adopt the motion, ar amended Pn 2x 
t was carried in the negative. 
Ihe report on the petition of James Murray, read February . Was 
I the ſecond time: Whereupon 
folved, That James Murray have leave to withdraw tition. 
he report on the petitions of 1422 inhabitants of = ha go er county, read. 
deb 5th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon + 
2 That the petitions praying for a diviſion of Cheſter county be 
liſhed for four weeks in one of the news-papers ef this city. 
be bill, entituled “ An Adi further to ſuſpend the powers of the com- 
ners of the Several counties within this ſtate to make ſale lands for 
l See of taxes, Was read the third , and conſidered by para- 


ö * 


j 
| 
| 
{ 
j 
| 
| 
' 


n. 
the . 
AA the title of the ſaid bill, 

Was moved by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Ciymer, 
amend the title, ſo as to read; An Act to ſuſpend the 2 of lands 
bun- payment of taxes, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 

ich was determined in the affirmative. Whereupon _ 

tered, That the ſaid bill be engroſſed, for the pacpes of ping en- 
into a law. 


„ and 


ſociel 
z the! 


.P-p 9 | The 


= 
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in the. words following, via. 


cc by * For remedy whereof, 


v4 of Aſſembly for the relief of inſolvent debtors,” recurring, | 


of this ſtate, as a fund for the payment of ſuch claims as are not othe 


by law direct. Er 


monly called the depreciation and militia debts, beyond the firſt of April 
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"The bill, entituled “ A Supplement to the ſeveral acts of. Aſſembly for 4, 
<< relief of inſolvent debtors,” was read the third time. 
And in conſidering the ſeveral paragraphs,  _ f oY 

An additional clauſe was propoſed by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr, Chme, 


: 


« And whereas it has been found on experience, that the long congge. 
% ment for ſmall debts, fines or forfeitures, of thoſe who are incapable 9 
« making ſatisfaction, tends to the diſtreſs of their families, as well  j, 
** the public injury, by the burthen created and idle habits contracted there. 


« Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That every perſon wh; 
*© now is or hereafter ſhall be confined in any gaol within this tommag. 
<< wealth, in execution or otherwiſe, for any debt or debts, ſum or ſums d 
* money, or fine or fines, forfeiture or forfeitures, none of which do 
“ ſhall exceed the ſum of five pounds excluſive of coſts, and has or ſhy 
* have remained ſo confined for the ſpace of thirty days, ſhall be diſcharge 
from ſuch .confinement, and not be liable to be again impriſoned for th 
« ſame; and the Sheriff, Gaoler or Keeper of the gaol, in which ſuch perſq 
« is or ſhall be confined as aforeſaid, ſhall, upon application to him by th 
<< perſon ſo confined, diſcharge him or her out of cuſtody, if detained fa 
«© ſuch debt or debts, ' ſum or ſums of money, fine or forfeiture, only, an 
s for no other.cauſe.” _. MB pry RF 7, 8 | 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. M* Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Qrth, 

Adjourned until half paſt nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Tueſday, March 17, 1789. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. — _ | | 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of 'the county of Hunin 
don was read, praying a further time may be allowed for the payment oft 
arrearages due for unpatented lands. WEED | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 


* 


Agreeably to order, the bill, entituled "0. Supplement to the ſeveral 


A 


It was, on motion of Mr. Fitz/imons, ſeconded by Mr. M*Dowel, 
Ordered, That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee 
ways and means. Wn. F $I 5 
And in debating the following reſolution, poſtponed March 1 3th, 9 
Reſolved, That ten thouſand pounds be annually ſet apart out of the reve 


provided for, the opening and improvement of the roads and inland nat 
tion, and the encouragement of domeſtic manufactures, as the legiſlature 7 
It was moved by Mr. Brodhead, ſeconded by Mr. Irwin, wy 
Te poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid reſolution, . in order to inti 
the following, vis. 5 % by altos vo We" 1 
Reſolved, That the act or acts whereby are funded the public debts, * 


Ne 


0 
0 
de 


be repealed; and after the payments are compleated unto the firlt © 
| 3 | | "4 | * a | We | | 7 . . 


5 
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Wl they ſhall then. ceaſe and determine; IE "bit the exciſe revenue, 
ch is now or hereafter may become due, until the aſſumption of that re- 
-nue by the United States, be excluſively applied to that purpoſe. | 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to tbe poſtponement, for the * 

d purpoſe? — 

ja - carried | in the negative, and the original reſolution, as. reported, of 
Jopted. * 

Roe followin g reſolution being before the Houſe, vix. 8 
Reſolved, That all payments of penſioners under the act of the 22d Sep- 
1785 ceaſe, after the fame {hall be paid up to the firſt day of May 


1 was moved by Mr. Fitzfimons, ſeconded by Mr. Schmyſer, 
To poſtpone the ſaid reſolution, in order to introduce the following, 
bed, That all perſons 3 have loaned certificates of the United 
tes to this ſtate ſhall be entitled to receive back ſuch certificates, and wy 
wifion be made by law for that purpoſe. 
Which was, carried in the allirmative, and the propoſed reſolution a- 
ted, | 
The original reſolution recurring, was alſo adopted. 

And in debating the following reſolution, vix. 
Reſolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be directed to diſband the 
lid corps, and to provide in a more frugal. way for ne ſafety of the * 
reeords. 
2 moved by Mr. Fitz/imons, ſeconded by Mr, Schnyſer, | 

Io poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid reſolution, . in order to introduce 25 
following in lieu thereof. 
Loved, That the invalid corps be diſbanded, and that the Supreme Ex- 
tive Council be authorized to provide for the ſecurity of the l build- 
and papers. 
| ns carried in the affirmative, and the opens reſolution _ 
Whereupon, 
Irdered, That Mr. F itzfimons, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Thrie be a committee, 
ing in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolutions. 
ſelved, That a committee be appointed to report a plan for leſſening the 
nces of government, and upon ſuch offices, the emoluments of which 
be made to contribute to the expence thereof. | 
ered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Logan, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge and Mr. 
be a committee, to bring in a bill-conformably. to the laſt reſolu- 


rol 


te bill, cntitoled « An Aﬀ in aid of the Callowhill market, in the 
onſh1p of the Northerh Liberties,” was read the third time, and con- 
4 by paragraphs. * 

fred, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


de bill, gotitled « An Aﬀ t0 AR the townſhip of Derry, # the coun- 
of Bedford, into a ſeparate election diftrift,” was read the ſecond time, 
onſidered by paragraphs. | 

tered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
for conſideration. | 


The RO 
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The bill, entituled A Supplement to an att, entituled * An Aa 
„ eſtabliſh a Board of Wardens for the port of Philadelpbia, and for * 
<< purpoſes therein mentioned, was read the ſecond time, and conſiders 
by paragraphs. . 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub. 
liſhed for conſideration, 5 TON 

The bill, entituled * An A# for the more effettual collection of the 9 
„ tax in the city of Philadelphia, the diftri of Southwark, and the fownſhig 
« of Moyamenſing and the Northern Liberties, and to provide in a more om 
« ventent and ſalutary manner for the confinement of diſorderly perſon; fy, 
% and apprehended in the ſaid city, diſtrict and townſhips, was read the (econ 
time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 2 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith py 
' liſhed for conſideration. | 

The bill, entituled An Adt e ring certain Truſtees, therein nam 
« to ſell and diſpoſe of a certain bouſe and ht of ground, fituate in the town | 
* Eaſton, and county of Northampton, and to appropriate the monies arijn 

«© from the ſale thereof towards the purchaſe o a par ſonage or thwelling fir il 
« miniſter of the four Proteſtant Evangelic Reformed German congregatic 
«© to wit, that of Eaſton, Bethlehem, Plainfield and Greenwich townſhip 
* Jo the time being,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by par 
graphs. | | 
: Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pu 
liſhed for conſideration. | 

The bill, entituled An AH for granting a part of the unappropri 
«© lands belonging to thrs flate to the inbabitants of Northumberland count 
«« for the uſe of a public ſchool in the ſaid county,” was read the ſecond tin 
and conſidered by paragraphs, 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pu 
liſhed for conſideration. 3 | 
The bill, entituled <* An AF for regulating certain election diſtridts in 
counties of Weſtmoreland and Allegheney,” was read the ſecond time, 

conſidered by paragraphs.  ' hs 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith p 
liſhed for conſideration. | 

The bill, entituled An Ad to prevent the granting of ſpecial cour! 
«« the plaintiff's application,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered 
paragraphs, 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith p 
liſhed for conſideration. SR | 

The petition of divers inhabitants of the townſhip of Shrppen/burg, 
yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. | 

Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the counties of f 
berland and Franklin, to report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, ſeconded by Mr, Hiltzheimer, 
Ordered, That Daniel Murphy have leave to withdraw his petition. 

On motion, | | 8 

Ordered, That the order of the day for hearing Miers Fiſber, Eſquite, 
behalf of Jeſeph Barnes, Attorney to James Rumſey, be poſtponed. 

Adjourned until half paſt nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M. | 


Medi 
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Wedneſday, March 18, 1789. A. M. 
| The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment, hn 
tition from a number of the inhabitants of Harri/Gurg was read, 
qraying the nett proceeds of the ferry acroſs the river Suſquehanna, oppoſite 
to the ſaid town, may be veſted in Truſtees, for the purpoſe of endowing a 
iblic ſchool or ſchools in ſaid town, for the educating youth. | 
f Ordered to lie on the table. | | 
The-committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled An 
Ac to regulate fences, and to aſcertain a mode of proceeding in caſes of cat= 
i th reſi „ which was read the firſt time, and | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | | 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled * A 
Act to 1 fo much of any adbt or atts of Afembl of this commonwealth, as 
lirets the payment 4 the intereſt on the Neu- Loan debt beyond the fir! day 
F April next, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” which was read 
e firſt time, and | 3 | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Fi 


F 


t2famons, ſeconded by Mr. Moore, | 

Ordered, That this Houſe will at three o'clock this afternoon hear the ar- 
ments of Miers Fiſher, Eſquire, on behalf of Joſeph Barnes, Attorney to 
une Rumſey. = | | 

A reſolution of the Supreme Executive Council having been tranſmitted 
the Speaker, was read, as follows, vis. 


Is COUNCIL, Philadelphia, March 14th, 1789. 
On motion, RESOLVED, 145 


HAT the Vice-Preſident, Mr. Woods, Mr. Redick, Mr. Smilie and 
Mr. Smith be a committee; to confer with a committee of the Gene- 
Alembly on the ſubject of the reſolution of the Houſe dated November 
„1788, relative to the public road between Bedford and Pirgſburg. 


Extract from tbe Minutes, | 
_ JAMES TRIMBLE, 
fer CHARLEs BiDDLE, Secretary. 


Id on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame. was read the fecond time: 
feupon | | | Kt 5 | 

dred, That Mr. Piper, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Todd, Mr. Marſhall and Mr. 
e be a committee, to confer with the committee of Council on the ſub- 
af ſaid reſolution. b | 

le following bills having been brought in engroſſed, were ſeverally com- 
Vat the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to ſign the 
» VIZ, 3 k | Rog, * 
ire, ACT to ſuſpend the fol of lands for non-payment of taxes, and for 
Purpoſes therein mentioned. 3 ET | 
"ACT for the relief of Robert Beatty and Benjamin Moore, inſolvent 
, cotzſined in the gaols of C 8 and Dauphin counties. 

I | q 


The 


And on the 


TFA 
I George Chmer, 
®B Thomas Fitzfimons, 
Lawrence Sickle, 
4 William M*Pherſon, 
ohn Salter, 
6 William Robinſon, jun. 
7 Richafd Thomas, | 
8 James Moore, 
9 Mark Wilcox, 
10. Jobn M*Dowell, 
x 1 James C unniag bam, 
12 Henry Dering. 1 
13 Thomas Lilly, p 
' 14 Michael Schmyſer, 
15 Henry Tyſon, | 
16 Toſeph Coat - 
17 Foſeph Heifter, 
18 Gabriel Heiſter, 


19 Toſeph Sands, 
e. 
1 Villiam Lewis, 
2 George Logan, 
3 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
4 Jobn Chapman, 
5 Valentine Upp, 
6 Samuel Foulke, 
7 Caleb James, 


8 Richard Downing, jun. $ 
9 Alexander Lowrey, 


10 James Gremfote,. N 
11 Jacob Erb, 


law. 


. 
. 
N * 
* 
— „ 
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The bill, entituled C a AZ in aid of FY Callowhit Gag 
4 townſhip of the Northern Liberties,” having been alſo 8 
ed, was compared at the table. 
| queſtion,—* Shall the ſame be enacted into 4 law 2" th 
 Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. 2 and Mr. . and w 
follow, BW... : 


3 Daniel Brodbead, N 


| "oi Conrad Ihrie, Jun. 
23 Jacob Saylor, 
24 Jobn Piper, 


ä James Marſhall, | 
25 Jahn Newt 
29 Jobn Gilchreeft, 


32 Peter Richards, 
33 Jonatban Roberts, _ 
34 Jacob Miley, | 
35 Fohn Carſon, 


37 Hugh Daviſon. 
| 14 Jonathan Hoge, 


20 James Fohnſon,. 
21 Jacob Reiff, 
22 Adam Ortb. 


So it was determined i in the tad and the Speaker directed u 
32 > the tame, 


On motion as Mr. Chmer, ſeconded by Mr. 33 | 

Ordered, That 200 copies of the act, entituled An Ad, to fuſe 
% ſale of lands for non-payment of taxes, and for other purpoſes there 
„ fzoned,” be printed, and tranſmitted to the Commiſſioners of the 
counties within this commonwealth. 
The bill, entituled « A Supplement to the 

4 ſolvent debtors, ” was read the third time, and conſidered by parag'* 


Ordered, T hat it be * for the purpoſe of being enaQtd 


s in 5 
in engrof; 


ere ꝝ 
1 Jobn Ludwig, 


25 Tames Barr, 


26 Wilkam Todd, 
ohn Nev 


30 12 M Lene, 
obert Lollar, 


36 Obadiah Gore, 


r 
12 David Mitchell, 
13 Thomas Beal, 


15 Peter Trexler, jun. 

6 Samuel Maclay, 
Jobn White, 

I 8 Alexander Wright, 

19 Theophilus Philips, 


ſeveral afs for the rehef 


. * 
F * = 
1 — 
- bats = 
* 1 * U 1 9 
/ 4 U 
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"The bill, entituled ** A Supplement to the af, — « A hea 


« to the act, entituled ** An Act to enforce the due collection and payment 
« of taxes within this common wealth, was read the third time, and conſi- 


ered by paragraphs. 73 
Ordered, That 1. be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted ipto « a 


u. 


F reſpecting public auctions and. autioneers,” was read the third time, 
And in debating the following clauſe, vi. 


« Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives 


lawful for the Preſident or Vice-Preſident in Council to appoint and li- 
cence, as often as occaſion ſhall require, - one auctioneer 12 the ſale of 
eſtates, real and perſonal, within the townſhip of M oyemenfing, who ſhall 
continue for and during the will and pleaſure : of the ſaid Preſident and 
Council, and ſhall give bond to the Preſident, or his ſucceſſors, with two 
ſufficient ſureties, in the ſum of wo thouſand pounds, for the faithful diſ- 
charge of his duty, and for well and truly performing the terms and pay- 
ments in and by this act, and the ſeveral acts of General Aſſembly to 
which this is a ſupplement, directed and required: and the ſaid auc- 
tioncer, who ſhall be appointed and licenced in purſuance of this act, ſhall 
* have the like powers and authorities within the ſaid townſhip of Moya 
nexfing, and be under the fame rules, regulations, proviſions and direc- 
tions, and ſubject to the like pains and penalties, with any auctioneer for 


the ſaid city of Philadelphia, the townſhip of the Northern Liberties; or 
the diſtrict of Southwark.” _ | 


It was moved by Mr. Lollar, ſeconded by Mr. M. Lene, 
To ſtrike out ha words, ** as often as occa 
for the ſale of eftates, real and perſonal, within the tawnſhip of: Moya- 
menfing, «wbo ſhall continue for and during. the will and ee of "he 
Jud Prefident and Council, and —and in lieu thereof to inſert the follow- 
words, viz. © as many auctioncers within the city of Philadelphia, diftri# 
if Southwark, and tbe townſhips of the Nals Liberties and Moya- 
menſing, for tbe ſale of . real and perſonal, within the ſaid city, 
afridt and townſhips, as the ſaid Council ſhall deem neceſſary, ub 

On the queſtion, —** Vill the Houſe agree to the propoſed ee DES gen 


Houſe being equally divided, the Speaker was called 2 to give his 
ing vote, which he did in the negative. 


And the bill 1 been fully debated by paragraphs, N | 
wn That it be engroſſed, tor the en of being enated into a 


journed until three o clock, P. M. 


Eddem Da. P. M. 1 _ 


le Houſe met- purſuant to adjournment. : 


9 * 
i pe ” ; 
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% 


chef 
ragte 


acted 


The bill, enti ituled 6 A Supplement fo the* ſeveral als of General Aſſembly | 


: of the freemen of the commonwealth of Penn/yfvama, in General Aſ- 
ſembly met, and by the authority of the ſame, ,That it ſhall and may be 


32 < 
wy 


ſhall require, one audtioneer | : 
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memorial from the Honorable Edward Spes, Eſquire, 38 of 
Court of Common Pleas for the county of Philadelphia, was read, ſetting | 
, that the empluments wand to the ſaid office are not a ſufficient 
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mittee appointed yeſterday, to report a plan for leſſening the expences a 
government. 


hoſpital, read in a former Houſe of Aſſembly March 7th, Ch Was pte 
| ſented to the chair, read, and Fs; 


«© pence thereof,” which was read the firſt time, and 


« entituled ** An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of cr 


-. * independency ; ; and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual ett 


time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 


4 vera laws of this commonwealth reſpecting attachments; and having 


and paid into the treaſury for the pps of _ . 1251 
the wy enacted November IE * 


D 154 * 


eas for his ſeryices, and praying this Houſe to take the x Premiſa 
into conſideration. - 

Ordered to lie on ths tales -- 77 7 

On motion of Mr, Fitz/imons, ſeconded by Mr. Lewis, , 

Ordered, That Mr, Robinſon and Mr. MiDowll be lea to "4 com. 


The bill; en tituled An A 0 prevent the importation of convids int thi 
%% commonwealth,” was read the third time, and conſidered by Paragraphs, 
Ordered, That it be ns ns for the purpoſe of being enacted into 
aw. 

Agreeably to order, the Judges of the Supreme Court attending, Miri 
Fiſher, Eſquire, was heard on Vanek of Jeſepb rw Wn to Jane 
Rumfey. * 

1 1 955 until half paſt: nine 0 'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


| Thurſday, March 19, 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A memorial and petition from divers officers i in the late "Bari niit 


Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed: for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « 
% Ack to enable the owners and poſſeſſors of a certain tract of marſh and meal 
« land therein de eſcribed, ſituate in the county of Cheſter, 0 keep the ban 
« dams, fluices and floodgates in repair, and to raiſe a fund to «fre the 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
The bill, entituled An At for enlarging the tine Emized by the 


«emitted in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and 
« redeeming part of the funded debt of this ſtate ; and for extendingt 
« time, for patenting lands which werd located before the declaration 
« for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied, | was read the ü 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted in 


law. 
Mr. * in his place; read a bill, entituled 4 Supplement to tht 


tained leave, e the ſame to the chair, and the ſame being read 
farſt time, was | 
Ordered to lie on the table. ; | 
On motion of Mr. M Lene, ſeconded by Mia Pper, 
Reſolved, That the committee of accounts be authoriſed and empont 
to count, burn and deſtroy ſuch and ſo many of the bills of credit of 
late emiſſion, as have been received in the loan-office on account of prin 


& 
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The bill, entituled '*© An Add to aid and faithfully execute an act, entituled © 
« An Act to aſcertain, fix and eſtabliſh permanent falaries for the Judges of 
« the Supreme Court, was read the ſecond time, | F204 

And 1n debating the following paragraph, vi. . 

« Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of the 
« Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, in General Aſſembly 
« met, and by the authority of the ſame, That the Comptroller-General 
; of the ſtate ſhall be, and he is hereby authoriſed and required to liqui- 
« date, aſcertain and declare, by a particular ſtatement in writing, accord- 
ing to truth, equity and juſtice, 'the difference between the value of the 
paper bills of credit aforeſaid, by the ſaid Judges from time to time here- 
« tofore received in payment of their reſpective ſalaries, and the like ſum 
in gold or ſilver, and to reduce the ſaid difference into the ſaid bills of 
credit; and that ſuch ſtatement thereof ſnhall be made and delivered to 
the Preſident in Council, who (the fame being by them approved) ſhall 
make and fign a warrant on the Treaſurer of this commonwealth. for 
the ſum thereupon found due to each of the ſaid Judges, in paper 
bills of credit as aforeſaid, payable to them reſpectively, or their legal 
repreſentatives, which warrants the ſaid Treaſurer is empowered and di- 
rected to pay and fatisfy out of the monies appropriated by law for that 

2 MY © eat 
* queſtion,.—“ Will the Houſe agree to the ſaid paragraph? —the 
eas and Nays were called by Mr. Fitaſimons and Mr. Logan, and were as 
low, v1Z. * ee | Ah 


r . 


I George Chmer, 12 Alexander Lowrey, "op 
2 Thomas Fitzfimons, 13 James Cunningham, in 
3 Jacob Hiltzhermer, 14 Henry Dering, 1 
4 Lawrence Sickle, u5, Thomas Clingan, ft 
5 William Lewis, | 16 Fonathan Hoge, =" 
6 William M Pher ſon, 17 Daniel Brodbead, = 
7 Wilkam Robinſon, jun. 18 Conrad Irie, jun. \ ok 
$ Gerardus Wynkoop, 19 Jobn Irwin, 1 
9 fohn Chapman. 20 James Marſhall, 1 
lo James Moore, 21 Obaaiahb Gore. 1 
11 John M Dowell, | \ 

n „ "8 
1 George Logan, 13 Feoſeph Reed, = 
2 Valentine Upp, | 14 David Mitchell, _— 
3 Samuel Foulke, | 15 Thomas Kennedy, ja 
4 Richard Thomas, 16 Thomas Beale, © | J 
5 Mark Wilcox, b I. Toſeph Heiſter, I 
6 Caleb Fames, 18 Gabriel Heifter, Wl 
7 Richard Downing, jun. 19 Teſeph Sands, of 
8 James Clemſon, 220 John Ludwig, 1 
9 Jacob Erb, 21 Jacoò Saylor, 1 if 
10 Thomas Ei. 232 ba Piper, 1 
i Michael Schmyſer, 23 James Barr, fo 


12 Henry Tyſon, 24 Wilkam Todd, 


R r 
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25 James Alliſon, 32 Peter Richards, 
26 John Nevil, | 33 Jonathan Roberts, 
27 Alexander Wright, 34 Jacob Miley, 

28 Jobn Gilchreeſt, 35 Adam Orth, 
29 Theophilus Philips, 36 YJohn Carſon, 

30 James Fohnſon, 37 Hugh Daviſon. 


31 Jacob Reiß, 
So it was determined in the negative. 


The bill, entituled An Ad for erefing the town of Eaſton, in the em 
-<< ty of Northampton, into à borough, and for other purpoſes therein menti 
% ed, was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs, 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith put 
iſhed for conſideration.” 

The memorial of the Honorable Edward Shippen, Eſquire, read yeſterd 
was read the ſecond time. "7 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lewis, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. MDs 
ell, to report thereon. f 

A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Levis, in tt 
words following, vi. 3 | 

| Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enadh 
into a law, for granting, appropriating and ſurveying 
acres, with the uſual allowance, of the unappropriated land belonging 
this ſtate in the reſidue of the donation lands, to be reſerved as a fund 
making and keeping in repair the ſtate roads from the city of Phuladeſptu 
the weſtern parts of this ſtate, and for no other uſe whatſoever. 
| Ordered to lie on the table. | 
$ A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Reed, in the wt 
following, viz. Th | 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be end 
into a law, for the purpoſe of dividing and granting the reſidue of the! 
thouſand acres of land reſerved by an act, entituled An Act for ib. 
* ſent relief and future endowment , Dickinſon College, in the borup 

* Carliſle, and county of Cumberland, in this flate, and for reſerving pu 

© the unappropriated lands belonging to this tate as a fund for the ena 

%, public ſchools, agreeably :to the forty-fourth ſection of the conſtttutii 

* this commonwealth,” paſſed the ſeventh day of April, 1786, to and amd 

ſuch of the counties of this commonwealth, as heretofore have not! 

endowed with public lands for the uſe of county ſchools. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 3 
A letter from the Comptroller-General was read, together with an abb 
of the accounts of this ſtate againſt the United States. 
Ordered to lie on the table. wh 
The committee appointed March 16th, on the petition of a num 
the inhabitants of the county of Montgomery, made report, which was! 
as follows, viz. | 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of 
inhabitants of Montgomery county, praying for a grant of public lands 


= 


ihe purpoſe of endowing a public ſchool at Norriton, in ſaid county, beg 
leave to offer the following reſolution, viz. Why | | 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
to a law, for granting | _ "acres of the ſixty thouſand 
cres reſerved by act of Aſſembly for the endowment of county ſchools, 
for the purpoſe of endowing a county ſchool or ſchools in the county of 


hntgomery. - 
a nd to lie on the table. 


Mr. Fitz/imons, in his place, read a bill, entituled An 4# for raiſing. 
by way of lottery, the ſum of Eight Thouſand Dollars, for defraying the ex- 
« fence of erecting a Common Hall in the city of Philadelphia.” 

And on the queſtion, —* Shall he have leave to preſent the . ſame to the 
chair, for the purpoſe of being read at the table? — 

It was determined in the negative. | 

Adjourned until half paſt nine o'clack to-morrow, A. M. 


Friday, March 20, I7 89. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
It was moved by Mr. Fitzſimons, ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, 3 
To te- conſider the vote of yeſterday on the queſtion,.— Shall the mem- 
ber, who read in his place a bill, entituled An A# for raiing, by way 
of lottery, the ſum of Eigbt Thouſand Dollars, for defraying the expence of 
erecting a Common Hall in the city of Philadelphia,” have leave to preſent 
e fame to the chair?” + ty 

ind on the queſtion, it was carried in the affirmative, and leave accord- 
ly granted, when it was read, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 5 8 15 
petition from Lewis Nichola, keeper of the work-houſe for the city 
county of Philadelphia, was read, ſetting forth, that the fees of his 
e are not aſcertained by law, and praying this Houſe to take the premiſes 
conſideration.” | 1 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 

petition from 1356 of the inhabitants of the weſtern part of the-county 
* was read, praying the ſame may be erected into a ſeparate county. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 5 : 

memorial and petition-from the Honorable Francis Hopkinſon, Eſquire, 
e of the Admiralty, was read, ſetting forth, that the ſalary directed to 
ad him by law has been paid in a depreciated paper currency; therefore 
ig this Houſe to grant him a full compenſation for his ſervices. 

Ordered to lie on the table. AY | 
ic bill, entituled * 4 further Supplement to the aft, entituled © An Act 
prevent the exportation of bread and flour not merchantable, and for 
aaling at a certain time all the laws heretofore made for that purpoſe,” 
ead the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
red, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
tor conſideration. 5 | = „ 7 
© committee appointed March 15th, on the letter from his Excellency 
teſident reſpecting repairs to be made to the State-Houſe, made report, 
Was read, as follows, vix. ys 
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of repairing the State Houſe, report a reſolution : - | 


their warrant or warrants on the State Treaſury for any ſum or ſums, not a 


are debts now due from the eſtate of the ſaid James Budden to the am 


prayer of the ſaid petition ſhall be granted : Your committee therefore( 


of her petition. 


: ſociety repor 1—— | 8 
cotton branch, are undoubtedly of great importance to the ſtate, and 


for the ſpecial reaſons ſet forth in the memorial, a legiſlative aid wo 
this time greatly promote the deſigns of the Society: They therefor 


Baldwin and Foſepb Yandegrift, and Charles Beſſonett, relative to the 


E 
The committee appointed to conſider the letter of his Excellency the þ 
ident of the Supreme Executive Council of the roth inſtant, on the ſubia 


Rejolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be requeſted to haye 
neceſſary repairs done to the State Houſe, and the wings thereof, and to 


ceeding eleven hundred pounds in the whole, for that purpoſe. 
| Ordered. to lie on the table. 5 > | 
The committee appointed November 4th laſt, on the petition of Pa 
Budden, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. - _ 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Frances Buy, 
beg leave to report | | ſb 

That it appears to your committee that James Budden was, together y 
his late partner, largely indebted to different perſons in Europe, and thuf 
the diſcharging thereof he did, before the making of his will, place in 
hands of his ſaid partner, who then reſided at Barbados, ſufficient fu 
with directions to apply the ſame accordingly ; that the ſaid James Bud 
made his will, under the belief that the faid debts had been diſcham 
agreeably to his ſaid directions, and therefore gave no power to his 6 
ecutors therein named to fell his real eſtate for the payment there, 
it ſince appears that no part of the ſaid debts have been diſcharged ou 
the funds provided for that purpoſe by the ſaid James Budden, and that! 


of fix thouſand pounds, or thereabouts, for the payment whereof then 
much reaſon to believe that his eſtate, or a very conſiderable part th 
will ſhortly be ſold by the Sheriff, to .the great injury thereof, unle 


— ——— 


the following reſolution, t wit, 


That Frances Budden have leave to bring in a bill, agreeably to the | 


_w# Xx ew 


Ordered to lie on the table. - 5 

The committee appointed March 16th, on the petition of the comn 
of the manufacturing ſociety, made report, which was read, as follows, 

The committee on the memorial of the committee of the manufatt 


— 


n 


Wo, as 


That the objects upon which the Society are employed, particular 


the following reſolution: _ I DIY 

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to lend to the 
mittee of the manufacturing fund of the Pennſylvania Society, for pf 
ing manufactures and uſeful arts, the ſum of „ pou 
an aid to the ſaid committee in carrying on the deſigns of their eſtabli(b 

Ordered to lie on the tabe. | 5 

The committee appointe-l November 14th laſt, on the petitions of 
Baldwin, YJoſeph Vandegriſt, and Charles Beſſonett, relative to their | 
over Neſhaminy creek, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 
The committee, to whom was referred the ſeveral petitions of 


. 


Over Neſbaminy creek 5 report. 


OY 


E 
That they have heard the ſaid petitioners and their reſpective claims, and 
hough they are ready to acknowledge the merit and utility of Mr. Beſonett's 
age, they conceive the other petitioners, Jeſeph Baldwin and Jaſeph Vande- 
ift, alſo entitled to protection, as their property, handed down to them by 
beit anceſtors, and ſanctioned by different patents, has been greatly injured 
the eſtabliſhment of Mr. Beſſonett's bridge, and all they aſk is, that their 
ge may have equal protection with his. This appears to your committee 
more than equal juſtice, neither can they have any doubt of the utility 
the bridge belonging to Balduin and Vandegrift, when they conſider 
e great proportion of cuſtom it obtains, the reluctance of the Grand Jury 
the county to find bills of indictment againſt them, and the great num- 
of very reſpectable petitioners of the neighbourhood in their favor, and 
jecially the certificates of the boatmen navigating ſaid creek : The com- 

ttee therefore ſubmit the following reſolution : ws | 

W 2-/o/ved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
to a law, to grant to Fo/eph Baldwin and Jaſeph Vandegriſt the privilege 
erecting and ſupporting a bridge over Neſhaminy creek, at the place called 
dwin's Ferry, with a convenient draw for the paſſage of boats and other 
oft, and under proper regulations. 
Ordered to he on the table. | | | 
A motion was made by Mr. Lallar, ſeconded by Mr. Piper, as fol- 
18, US. | | | | 
This Houſe having requeſted the attendance of the Judges at the late 
ring between the parties on behalf of To/eph Barnes and Jobn Fitch, re- 
ding the report of the committee brought in this ſeſſion on their, peti- 
ns, the Judges be now requeſted to give their opinions in writing: 
Fir, How far, conſiſtently with law and the conſtitution of the United 
tes, the - ſaid report can be received as the foundation of an act upon th 
aon. 3 | | ; 
candy, Whether poſitive acts of Aſſembly, for the excluſive benefit of 
viduals, can conſiſtently with law be annulled. | 5 
n brd, And even if they can be annulled, whether they can be affected, 
red, circumſcribed in their operation, or deſtroyed by any power, except 
1208 direct law made eſpecially on the occaſion, clearly and pointedly de- 
ing the act or acts ſo intended to be affected, altered, circumſcribed or 
wyed. | | Na | 
ind that this opinion be requeſted to be delivered in on next, 
order that the Houſe may have time to conſider the ſame this preſent 
ion. Art We | | . | 
Ordered to lie on the table. bas 1 
o ihe bill, entituled . An Act empowering certain Truſtees, therein named, 
or p [ell and diſpoſe of a certain bouſe and lot of ground, fituate in the town of 


ou 
015 


J 


olarl 
and 
| wo 
efolt 


inter of tbe four Proteſtant Evangelic Reformed German congregations, 
0 wit, that / Eaſton, Bethlehem, Plainfield and Greenwich townſhips, 
4 the time being,” was read the third time, and conſidered by para- 
[ 8. 5 | | 


Prdered, That it be engrofled, for the purpoſe 
l % OW | The 
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taſton, and county of Northampton, and to appropriate the monies arifing 
rem the ſale thereof towards the purchaſe of a par ſonage or dwelling for the 


f being. enacted into a 


— — : 


— 
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t 6. 


| 
| The bill, entitled ® An Act for compenſating Evan Owen, for jy; 
| 4 by Bim furniſhed the civil officers of Northumberland county in the ,, 
er one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, was read the third time, 2 
| conſidered by paragraphs. "oe RY 0 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted ino 
law. i PE 
| The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « 
[; << Ack to appropriate divers funds, accruing and growing due to this comm; 
= „ -wealth, towards the payment of the expences of government, and to prov 
| 4 fund for other purpoſes,” which was read the firſt time; and on motiy 
[ and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. | | 
| ; Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith py 
it liſhed for confideration. | NIE | 
| A motion was made by Mr. Wynkoop, feconded by Mr. Schmyſer, int 
[| following words: * E 5 
[ | Reſolved, That the following addreſs to the citizens of this Rate be py 
liſhed, as containing the ſentiments of this Aſſembly on the-expedienc 
calling a Convention for the purpoſe of altering the conſtitution of the c 
monwealth : th Fc 


To the Citizens of Pennſylvania. 
1 is not only in the nature of a free government, but by the Bil 


Rights you have expreſly ſecured to you, ** an indubitable, unalien 

| « and indefeazible right to reform, alter or aboliſh the government 

** conſtitution of the ſtate, in /uch manner as you ſhall judge moſt condu 

* to the public weal.”. = S . | 

As the General Aſſembly of the commonwealth, we have no pose 

« add to, alter, aboliſh or infringe any part of the conftitution ;” but, 

« faithful honeſt repreſentatives and guardians of the people, we deem 

„ according to the beſt of our judgment and abilities,” a material part of 

« duty,” to ſubmit to your ſerious conſideration ſach information and 

marks, as may be uſeful to you in determining for yourſelves whether 

conſtitution of the ſtate ought to be altered and reformed. This informal 

has been obtained, and theſe remarks have occurred, in the execution df 

important truſt with which you have honored us. = 

Ihe conſtitution of the United States has been, in the moſt ol 

manner, adopted and ratified by you; and every member of the Legillt 

as well as all executive and judicial officers of the ſtate, muſt be bound 

oath or affirmation, to ſupport that conſtitution, although it is in ſome 

portant articles inconſiſtent with the conſtitution of this ſtate. But 

_ conſtitution muſt be predominant, any thing in our own notwithſtanc 
Ougght it to be left to the dubious and perhaps the diſcordant conſtrut 

of Judges and other officers, to aſcertain the particulars in which the of 

* impliedly repealed by the other? We conceive it ſhould not; and that 

| voice, ſo far as it reſpects Pennſylvania, is as neceſſary to decide on this 

portant ſubject, as it was in the original formation of your conſtitution- 

The expences of the ſtate have been and are unneceſſarily great und 

preſent conſtitution, hoſe genius is not that of public economy. I. 

©X * tain and to ſecure thagreat principle of proſperity, it is indiſpenſably * 
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e that cantion, accuracy, order, moderation, ſtability and vigour, ſhould 
jon, in making and in executing the laws. . 
Without intending an invidious application to perſons or times, we ſubmit 
to your experience and reflection, whether thoſe qualities are to be uni- 
jmly found in 2 legiſlature conſiſting of a fingle body of men, or whether, 
j the contrary, precipitation and inconſiſtency do not too often characteriſe 

WF: proceedings of a legiſlature thus formed, and reſtrained by no immediate 
Y Mp | | | 
bid we incline to enumerate inſtances in proof of our ſentiments on this 
, they are not wanting. But we do not undertake the diſagreeable taſk, 
we only mean to convey our ideas of the imperfections to which the //tem 
liable. | 1 3 
This is a ſubject ſo familiar to you at this enlightened period of your af- 


u, that, to be underſtood, it need only be mentioned. Having recently 
Wrncd your attention to the fœderal ſyſtem, you are fully informed on this 


ad, The government of the United States, under the late articles of con- 


eration, conſiſted only of a ſingle branch. The wiſeſt heads and the moſt 


nous hearts in our nation have agreed in condemning this inefficient and 
gerous arrangement. You have ſeen, felt, and, to your never failing ho- 


have, with your compatriots of other ſtates, remedied this radical imper- 


e ſubmit it, in the ſame manner, to. your experience and refle&ion, 


n MWfarther may elapſe. between 
tion Fecting of a Convention: EN 
unde intereſting object is before you. It is yours to judge—and, judging, 
; as you ſhall deem it to be moſt conducive to the Moſperity and hap- 
ably of the commonwealth. . | 
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Convention, acting immediately under your authority, we ſuggeſt it to v. 
whether you ſhould not take ſuch ſteps as will afford an Opportunity of VE, 


common with you, ſubmit to the inconveniencies reſulting from it. 


i The report on the petition of Gabriel Coxe and others, read Mard gt 


| invented, ſubſtaſtially and eſſentially different from any mode init 
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If your ſentiments be in favor of an alteration of the conſtitution | 


ſing a Convention at the next general election for members of Aſſembly 0 
thereby prevent the trouble and expence of a ſeparate election. hs 
If, however; you ſhould be of opinion that the affairs of the fate ſhoul 
continue to be adminiſtered under the preſent ſyſtem, we can only dec | 
our acquieſcence in your deciſion, and that we muſt, as fellow- citizens, i 


Ordered to lie on the table. | 

On motion of Mr. Clymer, ſeconded by Mr. Fitz/imons, | 

Ordered, That one hundred copies of the ſaid addreſs be printed, and d 
ſtributed among the members of this Houſe. | | 

On motion of Mr. Robinſon, ſeconded by Mr. Wynkoop, 
Ordered, That the committee appointed February 7th, on the letter fig 
the Secretary at War, and the act of Congreſs of the 12th Auguf lit, | 
diſcharged. | 


was read the ſecond time. e | 

Ordered, That the ſame be re-committed.. 

The report on the petition of Thomas M*Fall, read March 1h, \ 
read the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz. 

Reſolved, That Thomas M*Fall have leave to withdraw his petition, 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the report on the petit 
Grizzel Robertſon, together with the reſolution propoſed by Mr. ML 
Mr. Chapman, poſtponed March 11th : Whereupon 

| Reſolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be and they are he 
requeſted to ſuſpend the fale of the real eſtate late of Robert Roberiſn 
ceaſed, now under a judgment in favor of the commonwealth again 
adminiſtrators, during the life of Grizzel Robertſon, and that the petiti 
Grizzel Robertſon be herewith tranſmitted to Council. 
The petition of Peter Schaffner, read March 12th, was read the 
Ordered, That it be referred to the members from the county of 
fter, to report thereon,  ' _ tl 
The petition of 253 inhabitants of the townſhips of Albany, Bri 
Windſor, and the Upper Diviſion of Bern townſhip, in the county ot 
read March 7th, was read the ſecond tine. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the members from 'Berks county, u 
: thereon. Z SIRE | 

A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Fitz/imot 
following words, vis. | | 

| Reſolved, That the following queſtions be propoſed to the Juſtice 
Supreme Court, and that their opinions be requeſted thereon. 
Whether it will be confiſtent with the conſtitution of this comm 
to paſs an act, to authoriſe the granting of patents to original and* 
ventors and diſcoverers, for the excluſive rights and privileges of! 
conſtructing, uſing and vending boats, to be propelled through the 
force of fire or ſteam, upon principles and in a manner, invented 


Ire 


1 263 J 


Jun Fitch, an act of Aſſembly, entituled An A# for granting and ſe- 
% curing to John Fitch the fole right and advantages of making and employing 


« the ſteam boat by him lately invented, for a limited time,” notwithſtandin g. 
Whether, in all grants of excluſive privilege to inventors, the extent of 

he grant ought, on the principles of the conſtitution and ſound policy, to 

ve confined to the invention itſelf, or whether it may extend to the excluſive 


the paſt and future inventions of all other perſons ſubſtantially and eſſentially 
lifferent. | | | 
q Ordered to die on the table. 

On motion, | 
Ordered, That Mr. Neuil have leave of abſence during the remainder of 
he preſent ſeſſion. 1 ES 
The Houſe reſumed. the conſideration of the motion made this forenoon 
Mr. Lollar, ſeconded by Mr. Piper. | | 
It was then moved by Mr. Leis, ſeconded by Mr. Fitz/imons, 
To poſtpone the conſideration thereof, in order to introduce the one pro- 
fed by the laſt named members this forenoon. | | | 
On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the poſtponement for the afore- 
ſil purpoſe ?"—— 
It was carried in the negative. | 
The original motion made by Mr. Lollar, ſeconded by Mr. Piper, re- 
fring. 
It was moved by Mr. M Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Huge, 
To ſtrike out the firſt queſtion, viz. 15 
« Firſt, How far, conſiſtently with law and the conſtitution of the United 
ates, the ſaid report can be received as the foundation of an act upon 
the occaſion ?” | 
hich was carried in the affirmative. 
t thereupon was moved by Mr. M*Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Leuis, 
To amend the ſaid motion, to-read as follows, viz. IX 
This Houſe having requeſted the attendance of the Judges at the late 
ing between the parties on behalf of Jeſeph Barnes, Attorney to James 
pſey, and Fobn Fitch, reſpecting the report of the committee brought in 
ſeſſion on their petitions, | 
lefolved, That the Judges be now Tequeſted to give their opinions in 
ng on the following queſtion, vi. s | 
very. Can this Houſe, conſiſtently with the principles of law, juſtice, 
the conſtitution of this ſtate, enact a law upon the principles of the re- 
1 5 this Houſe, in the caſe conteſted between Fohn Fitch and James 
ey 5 | | 
hich was carried in the affirmative. . | 
Journed until half paſt nine o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


\ 


\ 


Saturday, March 2x, 1789. A. M. 


the e Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

0 | 
rel on motion, : | | 
e | | . 9 
e im ed, That Mr. Reed have leave of abſence during the remainder of 


ſreſent ſeſſion. | 
T 5 A petition 


ptivilege of inventing upon any given ſubject, and to ſecure to the grantee 
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| Robert Roſs, debtors, confined in the gaol of Philadelphia county, have cot 


the aforeſaid act, he being adjudged not to have complied with the direg 
tions thereof, has been confined by execution iſſued at the ſuit of one of 


rity in the caſe of Francis White, who has been committed for non-cony 
ance with the bankrupt acts, as before ſtated, is now improper ;. and in 


legal impediment to bis diſchargs under the laws for relief of inſol 


by the Houſe, viz. + 


- tlement of his accounts with the. commiſſioners there appears a balance 


| granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition. 


p rable the Supreme Executive Council - upon the ſubject of the tate road 


Part of Council, were as follow: 


V © © 16 4+ 


A petition from Doctor 7 FRY Bond, _— in the late © Houle of Ala 
March 22d laſt, was preſented to the chair, read, and ö 
Ordered to lie on the table. 15 

A petition from Bartholomew Vun Heer, read in the late Houſe of Aﬀen 
bly March 4th, 1788, was preſented to the chair, read, and 

rdered to lie on the table, 

T he committee appointed March 16th, on the petitions of Francis Whit 
and Robert Roſs, made report, which was read; and on motion, ang þ 
ſpecial order, the lame was read the ſecond time, and adopted, as follow 
vis. 

The committee eee to conſider the petitions of Francis Whit x y 


ſidered the ſame, and find that both the ſaid petitioners have been Proceed 
againſt according to the directions of the bankrupt laws. | 

That the ſaid Francis White now ſtands committed by the commiffon 
(named in the commiſſion iflued forth againſt him) by virtue of the 14t 
ſection of the act for the regulation of bankruptcies: _ 

That the ſaid Robert Roſs, not having received the certificate dice | 


creditors: . 
The committee are of opinion, that an interference of legiſlative aut 


caſe of Robert Roſs altogether unneceſſary, as they are unacquainted with 


debtors: 
They thereupon bent the following reſolution, as proper to be ad 


Reſolved, That Francis White and Robert R/ have leave to withdraw f 
reſpective petitions. _ x 
The committee. appointed yeſterday, on the petition of Peter Shaf 
made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 
'Your committee, to wha: was referred the petition of Peter Shaffur 
collector of taxes for the borough of Lancaſter, ſetting forth, that on the 


from him, which at preſent he is unable to diſcharge ; but having a nun 
of public ſecurities or certificates in his poſſeſſion to that amount, and pt 
ing they may be received 1 in enen of the ſaid debt, er che folk 
ing reſolution, | 

Reſolved, That the prayer of the petition of Peter Shaffner cannot 


Ordered to he on the table. 
The committee appointed March 18th, to . with a — 
Council on the ſubject of the ſtate road leading from Begfors to Piti 
made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 
The committee, appointed to confer with a committee of the 6 


tween Begford and the town of Pitiſburg, beg leave to report 
That they found the ſeveral objects 12 by ay ene ol 
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t 
Firſt To make an eſtimate of the neceſſary expence which might ac 
aue upon viewing, marking and laying out the road between Bedford and 
bung. L 3 My 85 1 | kf 5 
Pans , To ſtate the inſufficiency of the reſolution of this Houſe of the 
it of November. laſt, which authorizes the Supreme Executive Council to 
nw upon the State Treaſurer for the ſums neceſſary to defray the expence 
{ viewing and marking the faid road, while no ſpecial proviſion is made by 
for granting the ſum neceſſary upon this occaſion. e 


F 


Thirdly, To ſtate the neceſſity of an immediate law for granting ſuch a 
in, as this Houſe may judge neceſſary to defray the expence of the buſineſs 
ove mentioned. | | LET: „ * 1 

Upon due conſideration of theſe ſeveral objects, your committee do moſt 
ertily concur in opinion with the committee of Council, that that part of 
ſtate road between Bedford and 'Pitt/burg doth claim the attention of 


is Houſe, -in preference to all other roads in diſtant parts of the ſtate: 
ſherefore they beg leave to offer the following reſolution, viz. 1 
Reſlved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for granting 

: (um of J for gefraying the expepce of : 
wing, marking and laying out the ſtate road between Bedford and Pitt/- 
F dedecad to lie on the table. | | 8 . 
The following bills having been brought in engroſſed, were ſeverally com- x 
ed at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to ſign the _ N 
ne, 51. 6 | — 15 N | S 
h ACT for compenſating Evan Owen, for ſupphes by him furmiſbed the 
ers of Northumberland county in the year one thouſand feven hundred 
ſeventy-frve. © . Noh 

In ACT empowering certain truſtees therein named to fell and diſpoſe of a 
an bouſe and lot of ground, ſituate in the- town of Eaſton, and county of 
hampton, and to appropriate the monies arifing from the ſale thereo 
an the purchaſe of a parſonage or dwelling houſe for the mmiſter of the _ 
Proteſtant Evangelic Reformed German congregations, to wit, that of _ 
on, Bethlehem, Plainfield and Greenwich townſhips, for the time be. | 
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AC T for enlarging the time limited by the act, entituled © An Act F 
r facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year | 
e thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of 
e funded debt of this ſtate; for extending the time for patenting -- 
nds which were located before the declaration of independency ;, and for & 
ng a right of pre-emption to actual ſettlers for procuring warrants for 
ids by them occupied.” 8 8. Ne? 
e report on the petition of Frances Budden, read yeſterday, was read 
cond time : Whereupon VV 
ved, That Frances Budden have leave to bring in a bill, agreeably to 
er of her petition. d e REHE  - ' JOYS * 
feeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill, enti- _— 
e "Wl An Add to enable the Fuſtices of the Orphans Court to' authorize and © 
e roalſh⸗wer Frances Budden to fell and convey ſo much of the lands and tene- 

t of ber late huſband, James Budden, deceaſed, as ſhall be neceſſary * 
e, Ol the payment of bis debts, and for other purpoſes therein W Fn x 


* 
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8 a was a; and on motion, and by ſpeck order, the PR Was rel 
_ the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pubs 
iſhed for conſideration. 

The report read yeſterday, on a the petition of Fohn Hewſon, was head 4 
ſecond time. | 

Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 

The committee appointed March 4th, on the petition of 462 inhabituy 
of Heidleberg townſhip, in the.county of Dauphin, made report, which 
read, as follows, viz: 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition from 162 inhabitu 
of Heidleberg townſhip, re port 

That the act for erecting Dauphin county required the lines of faid count 
to be run and aſcertained by the commiſſioners therein named, or the mii 
part of them; that two different lines have been run, to one of which th 
of the five commiſſioners (in the act named) have agreed; that the conſt 

mity of this line to. the directions of the law is diſputed : Your committ 
conſidering the matter in diſpute as moſt properly coming before the judic 
department of government, offer a reſolution, via. 

Reſolved, That there is no cauſe for W e in the caſe 

the diſputed line of Dauphin county. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The report of the committee on the memorial of the-manufiltiria 
.ciety, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 

It was then moved by Mr. Clymer, ſeconded by Mr. Hiltzheimer, 

To poſtpone the conſideration of the reſolution contained in the ſaid-rep 
in order to introduce the following in lieu: thereof, vis. + 

Reſohved, That the Treaſurer be directed to ſubſcribe, on the part of 
ſtate, for 100 ſhares in the fund of the manufaQuring ſociety in the cit 

Philadelphia, placed under the direction of the perſons called the mani 
turing committee, and that the Supreme Executive Council be autho 

and directed to iſſue their warrant or warrants for payment of the am 

of ſaid ſabſcription, and. that a ſpeeial committee be appointed to bring 
bill for the ſaid purpoſe. 

Which was carried in the affirmative, and the reſolution propoſed by 
Clymer and Mr. Hiltabeimer adopted. 

. Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Robinſon and Mr. Lollar be a comm 
to bring in a bill conformably to-the foregoing. reſolution. 

The bill, entituled “ An A for erefling part f Cumberland coun) 

99 4 2 county, Was read the ſecond time, and conſidered b 
8. 

m— That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and ;forthwit 

liſhed for conſideration. 

The bill, entituled An Ad to prevent the granting of * ſpecial cn 

the 2 iff 's _opphcation,” was read the third time, and confiden 
ra 
| © Ordred, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enated 


ang 
| ably. to live given Ne « member oicſented to the © 
billy. entitled 4 * A for rajfng, & away of kay. the lin 
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* « Thofand Dollars, for Abet tbe expence of erecti 4 2 Hall is 
« the 27 F Philadelphia, — Was read the firſt . and 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
Adjourned cn ten a o'clock on Mondo next, A. * 


n March 23, 1789. A M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


A motion was made by Mr. Leu, ſeconded by Mr. Wilcox, XL 

To re- conſider the report on the petitions of Francis White and Robert 

Doſe, adopted, March 21ſt, ſo far as the fame reſpects the caſe o ſaid 25 70 
Which was carried in the affirmative: Whereupon | 

Ordered, That that of the ſaid report be re-committed. . 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Maclay, 


ic 
March 16th, be diſcharged: Whereupon 

Mr. Lewis, in his place, read a bill, entituled . An Aa to feeure 
« Jedediah Morſe, heirs and aſſigns, the copy. right of an American 
* Grgrapby, by him compuled,” and having obtained leave, preſented the ſame - 
o the chair, and the ſame being. read the firſt time, was, on OO” and by 
ſpecial order, read the ſecond time. | = 

ee 4nd in confidering the following paragraph, vis. - 2. 

« Beit therefore onacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of 
the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennfytvants, i in General Aſſembly 
met, and by the authority of the ſame, That the ſaid Fedediab Morfe, and 
his heirs and aſſigns, ſhall, on his regiſtering his name as author thereof, 
with the title of the ſaid book, in the Prethonotary's Office in the city of 
Philadelphia, be, and they are hereby as fully ſecured in the copy right of 
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"2 WF the ſame had been printed and publiſhed within this _ N 
4 by On the queſtion, —-** Will the Houſe agree to the Jame — v;; 
It was determined in the negative. 
ami The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, 9 « An 
, 4% for the better regulation and ſupport 2 the uu 7 Cheſter evanty,” 
uch was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
The report of the committee 
ouncil upon the ſubje& of the ſtate road to Pirtſourg, read March 2 iſt, 
4 read the ſecond time: Whereupon TREE 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to being in Pl bill, far Saag 
e ſum of for defraying the, expence of 
wing, marking and laying out the ſtate road between Bedford and Fitgſ. 
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Ordred, That the committee on the petition. of Fedediab Morſe, appointed © 


the faid American Geography, to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever, as if | 


ire, That Mr. Piper, Mr. Ti odd, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Marſhall and Mr. 8 
ps be a committee, to bong in a bill tones . n re- 3 4 


— — — © — „„ — 


power in the 5 granting 


Court 


. may have been obtained improperly, or the reaſons for enacting them ma 
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The bill, entituled “ An Aa for granting trials at Ni Prius in the coun. 


1 55 of Philadelphia, was read the third time, and conſidered by pan. 
. graph 8. 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into 
law. 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « 4 
« Ad to affiſt the cotton manufattures of this fate,” which was read ; and on 
motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and con. 
fidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. | 

Adjourned until half paſt three o clock, P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to > Soba. | 
An anſwer from the Honorable George Bryan, Eſquire, one of the 10 
of the Supreme Court, to the queſtion propounded by this Houſe Marc 


20th, in the caſe conteſted between Jobn F itch and James Rug, was 
preſented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz. 


7 he anſaoer * Gren or BRYAN, one of FD H the Supreme Court, 8 
the requeſt of the Honorable General Amy of * to the fal 
| lowing queſtion. 

COMMITTE E of the Honorable Houſe haring propoſed a5 1 


reſolve, v2. 
That a ſpecial committee be appointed to bring in a bill, veſting 2 


© patents, and to ſecure to original diſcoverers and inventors, their heir 
and aſſigns (any exiſting law or laws to the contrary notwithſtanding) 
ce the excluſive right of and the benefit ariſing from their diſcoveries and 
«« inventions, this Weston 1s propoſed to the uſtices of the Supreme 


„ Can this Hooks. conſiſtently witti the cincipien of lav, juſtice, and 
« the conſtitution of this ſtate, enact a, law, upon the principles of the 
report before the Houſe, in the caſe conteſted between Jobn Fitch and 
% James Rumſey ?” 

On conſidering the arguments which were aloe in the queſtion before the 
Houſe of Aſſembly by the advocates of Jobn F itch and James Rumſey, | 
appears to me that the act of General Aſſembly of this Rate, heretofor 
paſſed in favor of John Fitch, ought not to be diſturbed by any new pc 
ceeding whatever. 

The Engliſb Statute of the twenty-firſt * James the F irt, chapter the 
third, appears to have been well conſidered, and to have been eſtabliſhet 
upon very ſolid principles. 

This act expreſly K rovides, that former: acts (Which were then i in force 
granting monopolies ould remain undiſturbed. | 

-The rule is certainly a right rule, and for the beſt reaſons. Former at 


. No 


E 
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+ be known at a future day; yet it is more for the intereſt of the com- 
unity to abide by. its own legiſlative grants, than to reſume them even in 
es wherein they have been improperly made, unleſs indeed there be a very 
at neceflity for ſo doing; becauſe, if one man cannot rely on the faith 
government, neither can others. It would be a very miſchievous thing 
ir any government to have its faith ſuſpected. The ſtate, whoſe legiſlative 
nts cannot be depended on, muſt fink into contempt. A few inſtances 
1 illuſtrate this doctrine. fy =, j 
Divorces have been frequently granted, by laws made for the expreſs pur- 
ſes, Latterly, a court has been provided by act of General Aſſembly for 
decreeing of divorces in proper caſes, and under certain reſtrictions. 


ſhat havock would enſue, if this court were enabled to re-examine and to 
ade any of the divorces declared by the legiſlature! | 


c 


dome of the divorces ſo made were, perhaps, improper, and at this day 
impropriety of them might appear to be greater than it was at the time 
granting them, for want of knowing the reaſons upon which they were 
de, and the proofs upon which the legiſlature proceeded. It appears to 
that it would be highly dangerous to ſuffer a new enquiry to be made 
cerning any of them. Ss des. Folks 3 83 
2 itle deeds, ſurmiſed to be loſt by the parties intereſted in them, have 
n ſupplied by acts of General Aſſembly. A court has fince been au- 
riſed to enquire into ſuggeſtions of this nature, and to give remedy to. . 
ag parties who ſuffer. It would be dreadful, were this court authorized 
Aol into the caſes included within theſe acts of Aﬀembly, and to unravel -- 
titles. mh | | . ny 
Nod fiert non debet, factum valet, is an excellent rule in ſuch caſes. 
fc is, that fooliſh things are done by every government; many fooliſh 
Its are made. | x | e 5 
ng et the wiſdom of government cannot be impeached, without injury to 
ting late, nor its moſt abſurd grants be revoked, without arraigning at the 
u time its juſtice and its wiſdom. SE N LY 
ns of thouſands of money would be a trifling ſacrifice, compared to 
ſs of character of the ſtate. | Pts © FRO 
t this is not all: When a man has accompliſhed his purpoſe, he {lights 
deans which were uſeful to that end. People, once poſſeſſed of a legiſ- 
grant, take no care to preſerve their evidence, ſuppoſing that all dif- 
f 1a} is over. An. eſtate thus circumſtanced may be transferred, or the 
b ance of a monopoly may have obtained credit upon the ſtrength of the 
Wh lition of the Legiſlature in his favor. Hence private injuſtice would 
re thelided to the public miſchief, an obſervation which probably applies in 
ie of Jobn Fitch. He, I believe, has obtained credit upon his diſco- 
0 the full value of its worth; and if his ſcheme ſhould turn out at 
| to be a bubble, as it is not impoſſible it may, the ſtate, by inter- 
lng, will ſacrifice its dignity, its juſtice and its wiſdom, to little pur- 
er tht deed. „ Fea „„ 1 
the other hand, ſhould Mr. Fiteb's invention turn out to be as im- 
Wt as its ſanguine promoters believe, it may be worth while for the 
force purchaſe of the owners their excluſive claim; but ſhould it prove as 
at as any ſchemer can poſſibly imagine, it would not in my opinion 
late the irreparable miſchief of violating the public faith. 
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I am told the ſtate of Maryland has lately given to a private citizen, fi 
term of years, the monopoly of employing ſtage-waggons on the poſt L 
through that ſtate, between the rivers Potowmack and Suſquehanna; and 4, 
the ſtate of Virginia has granted to Alexander Quarrier the (dle righ 
building coaches within the ſtate, for a limited ſpace of time, N. 
withſtanding there could be no pretence of genius or invention in «4 
caſe, and although to a Pennſylvanian both theſe grants ſeem to be not © 
improper, but extravagant, yet the Legiſlatures of our ſiſter ſtates mi 
have better reaſons for erecting ſuch monopolies than appear to us, who, 
at a diſtance. I venture to fay, that common prudence will diſpoſe the or; 
ors to permit the reſpective monopoliſts to enjoy, without diſturbance, tj 
privileges during their ſeveral terms, unleſs they be freely ſurrendered ſu 
price paid by the public. RE * e 
Should the menopolies above mentioned be attended with ſome incon 
nience, the miſchief would be in a conſiderable degree made up, by the le 
of caution thereby given to thoſe who ſhall hereafter exerciſe the auth 
of granting privileges of this nature. | 777 
In conſidering this ſubject I have looked over, not only the grant of 
, Nate to Jabn Fitch, but that of February 1785, to Arthur Donnulifn 
the excluſive right to his Hippopotamas for ſeven years; that of Sete 
1787, to George Wall, jun. for twenty-one years, of a new ſurveying in 
ment, and ſuch farther improvements as he might . thereafter put to 
fame, and alſo the act of Aſſembly of March 1787, in favor of Oliuer Ft 
who had diſcovered uſeful helps in the 1 boulting of grain, 
profit of which he is to enjoy during fourteen years, unleſs the com 
wealth pay him ive tbouſand pounds as a compenſation. 
Upon the whole, for the foregoing reaſons, I am of opinion that tl 
rt of the committee, before recited, ought not to. be adopted b 
onorable Houſe ; and that (the ſaid grants to J. Fitch and others conl 
ed) it cannot be adopted, conſiſtently with the principles of law, ju 
and the conſtitution of this ſtate. 8 
Philadelphia, 23d March, 1789. E O. BRITA 


Ordered to die on the table. 


The committee appointed February 24th, to examine into the pon ; 
ce Comptroller-General and the mode of tranſacting buſineſs in that 
made report, which was read, as follows, viz. SN: 
The committee appointed to examine into the tranſactions of the an 
the Comptroller- General, report. 8 | „ 
That in the execution of that duty they have found it neceſſary u 
fine their inquiry to two objects, co wit, The general mode of tra 
the buſineſs; and that of ſtating and keeping the public accounts. 
UD pon the firſt head, they are informed that the accounts are exam! 
the Comptroller, who makes ſuch remarks thereon as he thinks net 
which, together with the accounts and vouchers, are laid before the Ex 
Council, who.either approve or diſapprove thereof; if they approve 
party is ſatisfied, a certificate is iſſued by the Comptroller for the bal 
ſome inſtances, in others the party is entitled to payment at the treaſu 


an order of Council, which order myſt be regiſtered and pr 
| | N 8 i om 


* 


* 


35 


5 K 


for a trial by jury, or a reference, under the authority of the Curt. 

It has become the practice with Council latterly to appoint committees, 
o whom the accounts laid before them are referred, and the report of theſe 
committees are put upon the minutes; they are then returned to the Comp- 
troller's Office, and he indorſes and lays them by with the vouchers. + The 
ectificate iſſued for the balance -undergoes no inſpection, nor can it now be 
known whether ſuch certificates agree with the balances, except by compatr 
ine each account with the regiſtry of the certificate. | 3 75 

By the act of March 1786, the Comptroller is directed to take on loan 
certificates of the United States, and to ifſue certificates of this ſtate in lieu 


hoſe received, ſhould from time to time (as they ſhould require) be laid 
before the Executive Council,“ to be compared, checked and examined. 
ertificates for above Five Millions of ſpecie dollars have been iſſued; but 
s Council never made the requiſition, no examination has been made. We 
rere informed by the officer, that the calculations for reducing the conti- 
jental certificates to ſpecie value, and to aſcertain the intereſt thereon, were 
made by himſelf, and the names and ſums filled up by him; that the 
ttifcates iſſued for balances. of accounts for the depreciation and commu- 
tion of the army were in like manner calculated and filled up-by him; 
athout the intervention or controul of any perſon whatever. | 

It is the duty of this officer to adjuſt and ſettle the accounts of all the 
ficers of the ſtate” who receive public monies ; but the committee had no 


tecuted. It appears, however, to be extremely improper, that the adjuſt- 
tent of ſuch numerous and important accounts, with the iffues” of ſuch 
(menſe ſums in certificates, ſhould reſt ſolely in the diſcretion of an indi- 
dual. They are of opinion that ſome other perſon or board ought to have 
reviſion of them, to inſure ſafety and confidence to the commonwealth, 
e mode uſed by Council in ſome caſes appearing to be very imperfect. 


been uſed. The Comptroller, upon his own view, makes ſuch notes 
or deductions from the accounts as he judges neceſſary. When ſettled, 
5, together with the vouchers, are indorſed and laid by, and this is the 
ee, but no account (one excepted) has yet, been entered and ſettled in 
account for this omiſſion, the committee were informed that the other 


ſe duties have been very laborious, the committee can readily believe; 


us ſhould remain on looſe papers or memorandums; much leſs can it be 


comptroller; if the party is diſſatisfied with the ſettlement, he may apply 


hereof. The act directs that the regiſtry of ſuch certificates, together with . 


portunity of informing themſelves how that part of the duty has been 


With reſpe& to the methods ufed in ſtating and keeping the public ac- 
unts, the committee do not perceive. that any official form of ſtatement 


ly evidence that yet exiſts of theſe ſettlements, and printed copies of ſome 
vunts directed by law. The books of the office were ſhewn to the com- 


n. Not an entry has been made in thoſe books ſince the year 1784. 
ies of the officer put it out of his power to attend to this part. That 


| they are decidedly of opinion, that he would have been much more 
fully employed in the general direction and ſuperintendance of the buſi- 
than in the execution of the details, which might have been equally well 
e by ordinary clerks, at the ſame time that their examinations might in 
gee prevent errors or remove jealouſy; but they cannot conceive it to be 
er equitable, with reſpect to the perſons who have ſettled their accounts, 
conſiſtent with the honor of the ſtate, that the evidence of ſuch ſettle- 
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- pretended that the receipts and payments of the public revenue ſhould d 
pend upon ſuch documents. IE | & 
| Ĩ)he accounts, in the opinion of the committee, gught to be fo arran 1 
7 and kept, that the repreſentatives of 'the people could, whenever th 
thought it neceſſary, be able to judge of the ſtate of them, and of 
conduc of thoſe who adminiſter them. NA "2p 
Under theſe impreſſions, and with a view of remedying the preſent defeq, 
| in the conſtitution of the office of Comptroller-General, the committee p. 
commend the following reſolution : bf | 
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authorizing the gy. 
preme Executive Council to appoint an officer, whoſe duty it ſhall he 4 
methodize, ' ſtate and keep the accounts of this commonwealth, for a ſalay 
of 5 pounds per annum. TT 
Ordered to lie on the table. 3D | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled * þ 
« At relating to Sheriffs,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. . 5 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « 4 
« AZ to amend an att, entituled An Act for amending the penal lays of 
« this ſtate,” which was read; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, thy 
ſame was read the ſecond time, and confidered by paragraphs. 
Oradered, That it be tranſcribed- for a'third reading, and forthwith put 
liſhed for confideration. rag ol Bo 
| The bill, entituled “ An AG to eflabhjh a board of appeal within the ſe 
ral counties of this flate, and to grant exonerations in caſes of militia fine, 
was read the third time, and in part conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. _. 
The bill, entituled An A# for the more effetlual collection of the g 
% tax in the city of Philadelphia, tbe diſtrict of Southwark, and the townſbi 
„% Moyamenſing and the Northern Liberties, and to provide, in a more a 
« venient and ſalutary manner for the confinement of diſorderly perſons fit 
* and apprehended in the ſaid city, diſtridt and townſhips,” was read the ti 
time, and conſidered by paragraphs. N | 
Orqdered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into 
law, © I feds, | AR < 
The bill, entituled An A# for the incorporation of the College of Pi 
« ficians of Philadelphia,” was read the third time, and conſidered by | 
ragraphs. 95 2 | 
| 2 That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted int 
law. EI Po 
Ihe bill, entituled An Ad for raifing, by way of lottery, the ſu 
. « Eight Thouſand Dollars, for defraying the expence of erecting a Common a 
_ «© in the city of Philadelphia,” was read the ſecond time. 
_ Fac And in conſidering the following paragraph, viz. 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the! 
managers ſhall have full power and authority to fell and diſpoſe of, 
e ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhall chooſe to adventure in the ſaid lottery, Ws 
«« tickets of the middle column aforeſaid, at the rate of Four Dollars ©"! 
_ . «« for ready money, and not otherwiſe ; and upon the receipt of ſuch # 
of Four Dollars ſhall deliver to the adventurer one of the ſaid tick 
« ſigned. by one of the managers, and cut out of the ſaid books, thro 


& 0 ſaid oblique lines 15 devices, indentwiſe, to be kept 152 uſed for the 


« better aſcertaining and ſecuring his, wa or their intereſt in the laid ticket, 
in caſe ĩt ſhould be fortunate.” - | 


on the queſtion, —** il the Houſe agree to the clauſe?” 
Nays were called by Mr. M. Lene and Mr. Wright, and were as follow, vix. 


the Yeas by 


T8 A8. 

1 George Clymer, 

2 Thomas Fitzfamons, 
Jacob Hiltzhetmer, 
Lawrence Sickle, - 

5 W illiam Lewis, 

6 Villiam M Pberſon, 
7 William Robinſon, jun. 

3 Gerardus Wynkoop, 

9 Richard Thomas, 

10 James Moore, 

11 Mark Wilcox, 

12 John M*Dowell, 

13 Alexander Lowrey, 

14 Henry Dering, 

15 Thomas Clingan, 


. 
1 George Logan, 
2 Jobn Chapman, 
3 Valentine Upp, 
4 Caleb James, 
5 Richard Downing, jun. 
b James Cunningham, 
7 Michael Schmyſer, 
Henry T 8 
9 David Mitchell, 
lo Thomas Kennedy, 
I1 Thomas Beale, 
2 fobn Ludwig, 
3 Jacob Saylor, 
Jobn Piper, 


7B A 6 


Ip Thomas Lilley, 


Jonathan Hoge, 


"oh Foſeph Sands, 


19 Daniel Brodbead, 
20 Peter Trexler, Jun. 
21 Conrad Thrie, jun. 


22 Stephen Balliot, 


23 Jobn White, 
24 Jobn Irwin, 
25 William Todd, 
26 Robert Lollar, 


27 Peter Richards, 
28 John Carſon, 


29 Obadiab Gore, 
30 Hugh Davi tſon. 
De oF tin 20 y 
15 Samuel Maclay, 


16 James Barr, 


17 James Marſhall, 
18 James Alliſon, 

I ” Alexander Wright, 
20 John Gilchreeſt, 
= 1 Theophilus Philips, 
22 James M Lene, 


23 James fohnſon, - 


24 Jacob Rerff, 
25 Jonatban Roberts, 


26 Jacob Miley, 
27 Adam Ortb. 


N 


It was determined in the affirmative. : 


Lin conſidering the title of the aid ball, - | 
$ moved by Mr. Fitzſimons, ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, 2 1 4 
amend the” ſame, by inſerting, after the word _ Philadelphia,” the 
and Two Thouſand Dollars for the 2 7 Dickinſon e in the 
wb of Carliſle.” | 
e queſtion, —* Will the Houſe agree to the amendment — 
8 Carried in the affirmative. MW 
the bill having been fully conſidered by paragraphs, 2 | 
red, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, ang forthwith pub⸗ 
ich conſideration. ä | 
| A motion 


„ Bon 
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, in the x. 


lowing words, vx. 1 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal 
much of any law as prohibits the exhibiting of any theatrical entertainment 
in any college, ſchool or other ſeminary: of learning, by the ſtudent, : 
any ſuch college, ſchool or ſeminary, under the direction of the Trufe., 
Maſteèrs or Teachers thereof, or with their aſſent or approbation. 
On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the ſame? — | 
- It was carried in the negative. | 1 
Adjourned until half paſt nine o clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Tusſday, March 24, 1789. A. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 

A letter from his Excellency. the Preſident of the Supreme Execy 
Council was preſented to the chair, and read, as follows, v2. 


In COUNCIL, Philadelphia, March 24th, 1759. 
„ „ ad ae ko es 
HAVE the honor to tranſmit to you, for the information of the 
giſlature, the report of the commiſſioners appointed by Council « 
«© negociate and compleat the purchaſe of the triangular piece of land 
„ ing between the weſtern line of New-York, the northern line of Þ; 
% fifoania, and part of Lake Erie, from the Indians. „ 
' General Butler's letter, recommending the grant of one thouſando 
= teen hundred acres of land to The Cornplanter, a Seneca Chief, is allot! 
m - mitted. | 8 | „ 


I have the honor to be,. 

5 
With great reſpect. 
Tour moſt obedient and very bumble ſer 
+» THOMAS MIF FL! 


Honorable RicuAaRD PzTzRs, Eſquire, | 
| Speaker of the General Aſſembly. 9 


- 


* 


And the ſeveral papers there with tranſmitted were alſo read. 
The committee appointed February 19th,” on the petition of a nun 
the inhabitants of Lancaſter county, made report, which was read, 
„ TT, nn ef ng en 
i The committee, to whom the petition from Lancaſter county pf 
reduction in the price of the lands in the new purchaſe,” and an ex 


1 | 


b from taxes, was referred, report: Pp . 
1 That it appears to your committee the price is by no means too hig 
its ttuhat an exemption- from taxes for ſeven years would be proper, whic 

© canceiye would prove a ſufficient encouragement to people diſpoſed 


come adventurers. | 
MOL 8 2 EPA 


E 3 = 


They ther ih offer the following db beten VIZ. . 


Reſoved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the pur= 
| oe of exempting from, taxation, SS: ©; 


Ethin the new purchaſe, 

1 to lie on the table. 9 
The committee on claims, to whom was referred the petition of Jobn 
rſs, March 16th, made report, which was read; and on motion, and b 

ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and adopted, as fol- 
WS, vi⁊. | . 

a The committee on claims, on the petition of John Roſe, beg leave to 


—— 


5 they made enquiry at the Comptroller General's Office, and find 
hat the petitioner has been paid and finally ſettled with, and if he had not 
ived his pay, it could be ſettled agreeably to acts already paſſed ; there- 
re the application to this Houſe is improper, and that he can only have 
areto withdraw his application. ; 75 
Reſolved, That Fohn Roſs have leave to withdraw his petition. 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled An 
AF for granting the ſum of one hundred pounds, towards the expence of 
reviewing and laying out the flate road between the town of Bedford and 
Pittſburgh,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

The committee appointed November 1 3th laſt, on that 
m Council reſpecting a reſervation of certain lands for the uſe of the ſtate, 


| | 


ne was read the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz. 
The committee on that part of the meſſage of Council, which reſpects 
krvations of certain lands for the uſe of the ſtate, report the following 
lution, vir. | | . 
Nolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be authoriſed and re- 
lted, and they are hereby authoriſed and requeſted to direct locations 
de made and ſurveyed, for the uſe of the commonwealth, of lands at 
ue Ile, formed by Lake Erie, at Le Beuf, at the head of the naviga- 
of French-Creek, at the mouth of Conewango, in the county of Alleg- 
„and at the fort of Yenango, not exceeding at each place three thou- 
d acres, and that this Houſe will provide by law accordingly : And that 
mcil alfo be and they are hereby requeſted to ſet apart, and cauſe to be 
eyed, the quantity of fifteen hundred acres, in the tract of country on 
Erie lately purchaſed from the United States, for the uſe of the Seneca 


S 


* 


nun 


1 heirs and aſſigns for ever, in conſideration of his perſonal merit and at- 
Cad, | 


ment to this ſtate. | 


Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Reed: Whereupon 
1 Exc 


felved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
a law, for the purpoſe of dividing and granting the reſidue of the ſixty 
land acres of land reſerved by an act, entituled “ An AF for the pre- 


0 hie 


e unappropriated lands belonging to this ſlate as a fund for the endowment 


* y : hig 


. 


* 


years, purchaſers of lands 


part of the meſſige 


le report, which was read; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the 


ef called Captain Abeel, or The Cornplanter, to be granted to him, and 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the motion made March 19th | 


whine relief and future endowment of Dickinſon College, in the borough of 
poſed rliſle, and county of Cumberland, in this ſtate, and for reſerving part of - 


public ſchools, agreeably ro the forty-fourth ſeftion of the conſtitution of 
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N 
«© this commonwealth,” paſſed the ſeventh day of April, 1786, to and amongg 
ſuch of the counties of this commonwealth, as heretofore have not been 
endowed with public lands for the uſe of county ſchools. 

Ordered, That Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Brodhead, Mr. Hoge aud 

Mr. M. Lene be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the forepy. 
ing refolution. . 5 . 
I be bill, entituled A Supplement to an act, entituled © An Act to est. 
bliſh a board of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia, and for other 
« purpoſes therein mentioned, was read the third time, and conſidered b 
\ paragraphs. : 6 | FILE | | 
' Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into; 
law. a | 25 | 

The bill, entituled An A# to enable the Fuſtices of the Orphans Cun 
„to authorize and empower Frances Budden. to ſell and convey ſo much of 
« the lands and tenements of her late huſband, James Budden, deceaſed, 
* ſhall be neceſſary for the payment of bis debts, and for other purpoſes ther 
© mentioned,” was read the third time, and conſidered. by paragraphs, 

' . Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into 
law. | SITY boy SY A 5 . 

The bill, entituled An AF to enable the Land Officers to iſſue re- aui 
« warrants in the caſes therein deſcribed,” was read the third time. 

And in conſidering the firſt enacting clauſe, * 5 

It was moved by Mr. Fitzfmons, ſeconded by Mr. Maclay, 

To fubſtitute another clauſe in lieu thereof. 

And the ſame being read, | 

It was, On motion, | | I bs ths 

Ordered, That the further conſideration of the ſaid bill and propel 
clauſe be poſtponed. | 1 "WEI 1 

The motion made by Mr. Wynkoop, ſeconded by Mr. Schmyſer, 
zoth, containing an addreſs on the ſubject of calling a Convention for 
purpoſes therein mentiònèed, was read the ſecond time. 15 

I[t was moved by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, 

To poſtpone the ſame, in order to.introduce the following reſolutions 
lieu thereof, viz. x © 8 5 

Reſolved, That in the opinion of this Houſe alterations and ame 
ments of the conſtitution of this ſtate are immediately neceſſary. 

And whereas, by the declaration of independence, it is declared as 
evident truth, . That all men are endowed by their Creator with cel 
_ ©. unalienable rights; that among theſe are life, liberty, and the purſu 
happineſs; that to ſecure theſe rights, governments are inſtituted am 

% men, deriving their juſt powers from the conſent of the governed; 
*« whenever any form of government becomes deſtructive of theſe en- 
is the right of the people to alter or to aboliſh it, and to inſtitute 2 
« government, laying its foundations in ſuch principles, and organilin 
* powers in ſuch form, as to them ſhall ſeem moſt likely to effect their 
« ty and happineſs :” And whereas it is alſo declared by our own © 
rights, That government is or ought to be inſtituted for the commo 
_-<<. nefit, protection and ſecurity of the people, nation or community, 4! 
e for the particular emolument or advantage of any ſingle man, family 
* of men, who are a part only of that community; and' that the comn 
% hath an indubitable, unalienable and indefeazible right to reform, 4 
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1 Þ 
aboliſh government, in ſuch manner as ſhall be by that community judg- 
d moſt conducive to the public weal :” From all which, as well as from 


ut the people have at all times an inherent right to alter and amend the 
m of government, in ſuch manner as they ſhall think proper; and alſo 
at they are not and cannot be limited to any certain rule or mode of ac- 


ir beſt adapted to the end propoſed. 
And whereas the burthens and. expences of the preſent form of government 
with difficulty borne, and various inſtances occur wherein this form is 
nadictory to the conſtitution of the United States, which every mem- 
- of the legiſlature and all executive and judicial officers muſt be bound by 
or affirmation to ſupport—circumſtances which will not admit of the 


olved, That it be and it is hereby propoſed and earneſtly recommended 
this Houſe, 1n execution of their truſt as faithful, honeſt repreſentatives 
| guardians of the people, to the citizens of this commonwealth, that they 
his important ſubject into their ſerious conſideration. And ſhould they 


mine on this intereſting queſtion) that a Convention, for the purpoſes of 
Iſing, altering and amending the conſtitution of the ſtate, is neceſſary, it 
jereby ſubmited to their deciſion, whether it will not be moſt convenient 


; 


in the like proportions for the city of Philadelphia and the ſeveral coun- 


ral election, at the places and in the manner preſcribed in caſes, of elec- 
of members of Aſſembly by the laws of the ſtate. 3 

hat this Houſe, on the pleaſure of the: people in the premiſes being 
fed to them at their next fitting, will provide by law for the expences 
i will neceffarily be incurred by the propoſed Convention, and will, if 
elted, appoint the time and place for the meeting thereof. And that 
Eupreme Executive Council, be, and they are hereby requeſted to pro- 
pate this recommendation to the good people of this ſtate, in ſuch way 
—_ as to them ſhall ſeem moſt expedient for the purpoſes herein 
hich was carried in the affirmative. = 

as nd the faid reſolutions being by ſpecial order read the ſecond time, 
h ci the queſtion, Vill the Houſe adopt the ſaid reſolutions ?''—the Yeas 
purſaſſſ Nays were called by Mr. M. Lene and Mr. Kennedy, and were as fol- 
d am _ | | | . , | 


ed 


e ature of ſociety and the principles of government, it manifeſtly appears 


mpliſhing the ſame, but may make choice of ſuch method as to them may 


y of the mode preſcribed in the conſtitution—lt is, therefore, further * 


cut in opinion with this Houſe (it being the right of the people alone to 


proper for them to elect members of Convention, of the ſame numbers 


with thoſe of their Repreſentatives in Aſſembly, on the day of the next © 


Y.$ 4. 
I George Clymer, 


e end 


ad 2 Thomas Fitzſimons, 
. 3 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 
ga; ih Lawrence Sickle, 


5 William Lewis, ME 
0 William M*Pherſon, 

7 fobn Salter, © 

d George Logan, 
9 Wilkam Robinſon, jun. 


0 | „ 
1 Gerardus Wynkoop, 


1 
11 Jobn Chapman, 


12 Valentine Upp, 


13 Samuel Foulke, 
14 Richard Thomas, 


1 James Moore, 


16 Mark Wilcox, 


17 John M Dowell, 
18 -Cateb Fames, 
19 Richard Downing, jun. 
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20 Alexander Lowrey, 
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T . 
21 James Cunningbam, 
22 Henry Dering. 
23 Thomas Clingan, 
24 Thomas Lilley, 
25 Michael Schmyſer, 
26 Henry J = 
27 Jaſeph Sands, | 
28 Ne Brodbead, 
29 Peter Trexler, jun. 
30 Conrad Ihrie, jun. 
31 Stephen Balliat, 


T. Oo” TY ON 
1 David Mitchell, 
2 Thomas Kennedy, 
3 Thomas Beale, 
4 Jonatban Hoge, 
5 Fohn Ludwig. 
6 Jobn Piper, 
7 Samuel Maclay, 
8 James Barr, 
9 Wilkam Todd, 


So it was carried in the affirmative, and the reſolutions adopted. 


Adjourned until nine o:clock to-morrow, A.M. 


Wedneſday, March 25, 1 189. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. - TORE 
The Houſe having, by a reſolution of the 2oth inſtant, requeſted 
-opinion of the Judges, in writing, on the following queſtion, -vzz. 
ouſe, conſiſtently with the principles of law, juſtice, 
the conſtitution of this ſtate, ena& a law upon the principles of ti 
e port before the Houſe, in the c 


«© Can this 


James Rumſey? 


Anſwers were this day received from his Honor the Chief Juſt 
Judge Ruſh, which were read, as follow, viz. e b 


To The Honoralle 1 Hous z or ASSEMBLY of the Sta 
WIEN Pennſylvania. „ 


* 


1 HAVE taken the above queſtion into ſerious conſideration, and 
14 premiſe, that he who truſts to a legiſlative ſecurity ought new! 
a loſer; but, at the ſame time, that no monopoly or excluſive right 
ed by law to an individual or private company ſhould be merely fo 
benefit, having no regard to the public advantage, and that ſuch # F 
\ ought to be fairly obtained. That any law, which militates 284 
rights of the original and true diſcoverers and inventors of any 
before uſed, appears to cramp genius, diſcaurage merit, and. count 


E 


33 FJobn White, 
34 Jobn Irwin, 


36 Robert Lollar, 
37 Jacob Reiff, 


39 Jonathan Roberts, 
40 Jobn Carſon, 
41 Obadiab Gore. - 


14 James M*Lene, 


17 Adam Ortb. 


aſe conteſted between Jobn Fitch 


F 
32 Jacob Saylor, 


35 Alexander Wright, 


38 Peter Richards, 


K 
10 James Marſhall, 
11 James Alliſon, 
12 Jobn Gilcbregſt, 
13 Theophilus Philips, 


15 James Jobnſon, 
16 Jacob Miley, 
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ublic good, and ought not therefore to be too ſcrupulouſly reſpected by a 
ſubſequent Legiſlature; for general utility is the ſupreme law. W 
In Great-Britain new diſcoveries and inventions are ſecured to the authors, 
for a limited time, by charters or letters patent granted by the King, as the 
dupreme Executive Power; in Penn/yfvania, by the General Aſſembly. If 
the King has been deceived in his grant by untrue ſuggeſtions or otherwiſe, 
it is voidable by ire facias out of the Chancery: And fraud will vitiate any 
ad, even judgments and decrees obtained in the temporal or ecclefiaſtical 
courts. W 
4 have not been able to find a precedent of the repeal of an act of Par- 
lament granting an excluſive privilege, on the ground of its having been 
obtained upon untrue ſuggeſtions or miſrepreſentations, and muſt therefore 
form an anſwer to the queſtion propoſed from principles and analogy. I can 
onceive, that a Houſe of Aſſembly here may be deceived, as well as the 
King in Great- Britain, and upon the whole am of opinion, : 

That the Legiſlature of Pennſylvania can, conſiſtently with the principles of 
aw, juſtice, and the conſtitution of the ſtate, ena a law upon the principles 
ff the report before the Houſe, in the caſe conteſted between John Fitch and 
ames Rumſey; but that in ſuch a law care ſhould be taken, that the diſco- 
ery or invention of the thing privileged ſhould be manifeſtly beneficial to 
he public, and ſubſtantially and eſſentially new; and that if any controverſy 
hould ariſe thereupon, the ſame ſhould be put in ſach a train, that it may 
e tried without prejudice in a court of common law. | 


March 24th, 1789. | 2 


To the Honorable THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of Pennſylvania. 


HE Legiſlature, by an a& paſſed the twenty-eighth day of March, 
1787, granted to Fohn Fitch an excluſive right to the uſe of ſteam and 
ſe, ſo far as the ſame can or may be applied to the propelling boats, on 
ly navigable waters within the limits of Pennsylvania. The preamble 
cites, that he had repreſented to the Houſe his a invented a method 
| urging or forcing a boat to fail againſt the ſtream by the means above 
entioned, The conſideration, therefore, of the grant, or the inducement the 
wernment had to give the excluſive Tight to John Fitch, was, his diſcover- 
s 4 certain mode of ailing againſt the ſtream by the uſe of ſteam and 

e | 


; ; . 3 5 ; - . * 
The law veſting in him this excluſive right is in nature of à general cove- 


and WM”: or warranty, that if ſuch repreſentation, on his part, be true, govern- 
neve ent, on its part, will ſecure to him the excluſive right to his preciſe diſco- 
icht whatever that may be. The particular conſtruction of the boats, or 
jy f what manner the ſteam is to be applied, does not appear in the act of 
uch! kmbly. Should a liberal interpretation of the law be adopted, it ought 


t therefore to give John Fitch any thing farther, than an excluſive right 
whatever he may have aually invented towards attaining the great object 
propelling boats againſt. the ſtream: And indeed, as all laws ought to 
ewe a reaſonable conſtruction, it would be improper to give him any 
ug more. d 
| = x Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe John Fitch ; repreſentation of his having -made a diſcovery for N 


— — — GOA OOO ooo OT 
e —— — _— ——— — —— i 
* 
- 


Purpoſe mentioned in the act to be entirely groundleſs: In this caſe I hou 
think, the cauſe or conſideration of the grant failing, the grant itſelf way 
be merely void. Upon the ſame principles I apprehend the grant to Joh 
Fitch. ſhould be confined to the identical diſcovery he had actually made, , 
the time of his application and grant. | 1 
The terms made uſe of in the act, it is true, are comprehenſive; hu 
there are many inſtances in the law, where general expreſſions are reſtraing 
by the nature of the grant or ſubject, and receive a more confined and re. 
ſonable interpretation. + 5 
The ſeventh ſection of the Statute of the twenty- firſt of Janes the 
Firſt, chapter the third, does indeed provide, that that act ſhall not in. 
jure any grant or privilege before made by act of Parliament, ſo long y 
the ſame ſhall continue in force. In like manner, and on fimilar prind. 
ples of juſtice, the law propoſed to be paſſed by the reſolve of the eon 
mittee will, from the nature and deſign of it, leave E Fitch in the e 
tire and .exclufive paſſeſſion of ſuch ſpecific diſcovery as he has actually made; 
and this I take to be the true intent and meaning of the act of March 10 
in his favor. 83 2 | | 
I conclude the -Houſe can, conſiſtently with the principles of lu 
juſtice and the conſtitution, enact a law upon the principles of the u 
port before the Houſe, in the .caſe conteſted between Fobn Fitch u 
Fame Rumſey. 4 5 
' 85 JA 


Philadelphia county, March 234, 1 28 9. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


A member preſented to the chair a tranſcript of the taxes aſſeſſed on fi 
perſons and taxable property within the county of Montgomery, for ti 
year 1788. ; oh 

Ordered to lie on the table. 3 
A petition from Samuel Briggs was read, ſetting forth, that he has invent 
a machine for the making of ſpikes, nails and gimblet irons, and prapi 
the excluſive right of manufacturing the ſame may be granted him for 
term of years. SY | | . 
Ordered to lie on the table. „ | ot. 

A petition from Fo/eph Perkins and Abraham Morrow was read, pray 
this Houſe to direct payment of their accounts for repairing the arms of t 
militia of the county of Philadelphia, out of the unappropriated funds 
this ſtate; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the | 
cond time. 8 | bs e | 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Hiltabeimer, Mr. .Rabertſon and M 
Lollar, to report thereon. 5 | np OR OW 1 

The committee of accounts made report, which was read, as follo, 
_—_ | 

The committee of accounts report l 

That they have received of the State Treaſurer, in the bills of cr, 
emitted by act of Aſſembly'of the 16th of March, 178 5, on loan, and pu 
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to the Treaſury by the Loan Officer, the ſum of three thouſand ponds, in 


ils of the following denominations, viz. 


1200 bills of we nty ſhilling S each, i; BIDS <P 1200 0 a * 
2000 ditto of een Billing _—: $200: 65-6" 
400 ditto of ten ſhillingr each, - | 009 - 0: 6 
400 ditto of five each, - 1 „ 
e £ 300 0 O 


yed, agreeably to law. 

Ordered to lie on the table. FR i 
The committee on claims, on the petition of George P. Gruber, made 
rt, which was read; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was 
de ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, VIZ. 

The committee on claims report 
hat they have had under their conſideration the 2 of George P. 
er, and find that he left the army in the month of April, 1780, — it 
; not appear he afterwards rejoined it, and 6 i 18 not entitled to 
compenſation : They therefore recommend, 

- George P. Gruber have leave to withdraw his petition. 

he report of the committee on the petition of 162 inhabitants of Heidle- 


——O—_ — 


Whereupon 


iputed line of Dauphin county. 

e report of the committee on the petition of Peter Shaftner, read 
b 21ſt, was read the ſecond time; Whereupon þ. - 

ved, That the prayer of the petition of Peter Shaffner cannot be 
d, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition. 

t report of the committee on the letter from the Preſident reſpecting 
pairs of the State -Houſe, read March 20th, was read the ſecond time: 
upon 

bed, That the Supreme Executive Council be requeſted to have the 
' repairs done, by contract, to the State-Houſe, and the wings there- 
| to draw their warrant or warrants on the State Treaſurer, for any 
ſums not exceeding eleven bundred nd in the whole, for that 
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Houſe reſumed the confideration of the report on the petition of 
n Mavy, poſtponed February 16th. 
on the queſtion, ** Will the Houſe adopt the Jame ?2*— 


carried in the negative. 


ind N poſtponed Marcb 21ſt. Whereupon 


ed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be . 


to the ſaid Jobn Hewſon, callico printer and bleacher, out of the 
propriated for ſuch purpoſes, in four inſtalments, he giving ſuffi- 


ty that ſaid monies ſhall be W to his occupation or employ- 
| ment 


Al which bills your committee have examined, counted. burned and de- 


townſhip, in Dauphin county, read March 21ſt, was read the ſecond ' - 
ed, That there is no cauſe for legiflative interpoſition i in the caſe of 


Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the report on the petition of Jobn 


, to authorize the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order or 
n the Treaſurer of this ſtate for the ſum of ru hundred pounds, io 


; 1 5 


ment of callico printer and bleacher, and alſo he giving ſufficient ſecut 
for the re- payment of ſaid money within years. 
Ordered, That Mr. Hoge, Mr. Balliot and Mr. M“ Lene be a commit, 
to bring in a bill agreeably to the foregoing reſolution. | 
The report of the committee appointed to examine into the powers of f 
Comptroller-General, and the mode of tranſacting the buſineſs in that of 
read March 23d, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
It was moved by Mr. M. Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Mitebell, 
To poſtpone the ſaid report, in order to introduce the following may 
in. lieu thereof, vx. 1 | RT | 
Whereas it is the duty of the government of this commonwealth tot 
every proper meaſure to check and examine the proceedings of the ſe, 
officers thereof, and to aſcertain, upghn the plaineſt evidence, that the p 
lic, as well as individuals, ſuſtain no damage from their conduct: 
whereas, notwithſtanding the proceedings of the Comptroller-Generi 
the ſettlement of accounts are laid before the executive authority of 
Nate, in the reſpective ſettlements of the accounts of the commonyez 
ſo that no ground of jealouſy can exiſt on that head, yet he hath, in a 
tion to the ſettlement of accounts, been entruſted, by ſundry ad of 
Legiſlature, to iſſue certificates without controul, which are payable tc 
ſignees and bearers, for the depreciation of the pay of the army and 
for the New-Loan debt, and 'for balances due by-the ſtate on accounts 
tled: And whereas the granting of certificates of depreciation as afor 
rerminated in April 1787, and that of the New-Loan ended the 1 
March 1788, ſo that a period is put to the ſaid buſineſs, ſo far as r:{ 
the iſſue of the ſaid two claſſes of certificates: And whereas. a great pr. 
tion alſo of the certificates have been iflued for the balances due as: 
ſaid, and it is juſt, proper and neceſſary, that an examination ſhould 
place, as well to ſatisfy the good people intereſted therein, as for the 
cation of the conduct of the officer in whom this important truſt hati 
repoſed, by enquiring whether the certificates agree with the accout 
which they have been iſſued, and whether no other or greater a 
againſt the ſtate hath been granted; and whether the continental certi 
received correſpond with the amount of the certificates delivered 0 
them, checking the whole by the entries thereof made at the treall 
payments of intereſt: And whereas the laws direct theſe accounts and 
actions ſubject. to the inſpection and examination of the Supreme Exe 
Council from time to time: Therefore Reſolved, That the Comp 
General be directed immediately to lay the ſame before the Supreme 
tive Council, or a.committee of that board, for their examination * 
tlement. ä | | : 
And whereas it appears, from the repreſentation of the committeſiſ nas 
the books of the Comptroller's Office have not been brought up to WP int 
ſent time, and he hath repreſented the multiplicity of his buſineſs, WM the 
want of further aſſiſtance to perform the ſame : And whereas more Was 
hath been lately put upon him: Therefore Reſo/ved, That he be alloy d t 
ſame ſum for clerks wages as hath been allowed to each of the or, 
the Land Office for their clerks, and that a committee be appointed Wir. 
in a bill for that purpoſe. RAS as Bs FR tion 
| Reſolved, That the books aforeſaid be laid before the Legiſlature, ot 
mittee thereof, as they. may direct, at their next ſeſſion. 


on the queſtion," Vill the Houſe agree to the poſiponement for the afare- 
| oil purpoſe?” — the Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. M*Lene and Me. 


Beule, and were as follow, vix. 
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1 David Mitchell, © 11 James Marſhall, 
2 Thomas Kennedy, | 12 James Alliſon, 
3 Thomas Beale, 13 Alexander Wright, | 
Fonathan Hoge, ET 14 Jabn Gilchreeſt, 3 
5 Jeſeph Sands, 15 Theopbilus Philips, IS 04 
6 Jobn Ludwig, 16 James M Lene, 
7 John Piper, 17 Robert Lollar, 
8 James Barr, 18 Peter Richards, 
g Jobn Irwin, | 19 Jacob Miley, 
10 Villiam Todd, 20 Adam Ortb. 
. © . 
1 George Clymer, 19 Richard Downing, jun. 
2 Thomas Fitz/imons, 20 Alexander Lowrey, | 
; Jacob Hiltzheimer, 21 James Cunningbam, 
4 Lawrence Sictle, 22 Henry Dering, 
5 Wilham Lewis, 23 Thomas Lilley, 
6 William M. Pher ſon, 24 Michael Schmyſer, 
7 Jobn Salter, | 25 Henry Tyſon, 
8 George Logan, 26 Daniel Brodbead, 
9 Pilliam Robinſon, jun. 27 Peter Trexler, jun. 
10 Gerardus Wynkoop, —_ 28 Conrad Jhri, jun. 
11 Jobn Chapman, 29 Stephen Balliot, 
12 Valentine Upp, © 30 Jacob Saylor, 
z Samuel Foulke, _ 31 Samuel Maclay, 
nn Richard Thomas, 32 Jobn White, © 
Is James Moore, 33 Jacob Rei, 
16 Mark Wilcox, 34 Fonathan Roberts, 
7 Jobn M*Dowell, © 35 Obadiah Gore, 


18 Caleb Fames, 36 Hugh Daviſon. 


it was carried in the negative. 


d the original reſolution contained in the report recurring, viz. 

faved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authoriſing 

wpreme Executive Council to appoint an officer, whoſe duty it ſhall be 

thodize, ſtate and keep the accounts of this commonwealth, for a ſalary 
2 | pounds per annum. 2 

vas moved by Mr. M. Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, | 

inſert, after the word common wealth, the words in future.” 

i the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the ſaid amendment“ — 

Was carried in the negative ES * 

e original reſolutionsreported by the committee adopted. — 

red, That Mr. Clymer, Mr. Fitz/imons, Mr. Logan, Mr. 7 obnſton 

A Lollar be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the faid 
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. + The bill, entituled An Act to repeal fo much of any alt or att; of Ar. 
ee bly of this commonwealth, as diretts the payment of the intereſt on th, No 
«© Loan debt beyond the firſt day of April next, and for other Purpoſes ther x 
e mentioned,” was read the third time. e g 
nd in conſidering the:following paragraph, vz. . 
« Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentaty 
of the freemen of the commonwealth of Penn/ylvama, in General 4 
<< ſembly met, and by the authority of the ſame, That the intereſt due aud 
grow due upon all and every the certificates iſſued by the Comptroller.G 
ec neral in purſuance of the ſaid act of Aſſembly of the firſt of March, On 
«© thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- fix, and of the ſupplement therets; 
<< the twenty- eighth of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty. ſe 
„ Commonly called new loan certificates, ſhall be paid up to the firſt day 
% April now next coming, in the manner and form by the aid recited 
of the firſt of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix, direct 
e and ſpecified, and no longer; and that to ſecure the payment thereof, 
«« and every the ſum and ſums of money which at the time of the paſi 
« of this act ſhall be in, or which ſhall hereafter come into the treaſury 
<< this ſtate, ariſing from the duties and impoſts laid upon the importtion 
<< goods, wares and merchandizes, into this ſtate, by any acts of the Aﬀer 
e bly thereof (except the duties and impoſts laid by. an act paſſed the twe 
ce tieth of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-five, comma 
* called the protecting duties) ſhall be, and they are hereby appropriat 
« ſolely and excluſively, to the payment of the ſaid intereſt up to the 
« firſt day of April next, until the whole thereof ſhall be fully paid 
« diſcharged; and that ſo much of all and every act and acts of the( 
<< neral Aſſembly of this ſtate, as directs or ſecures the payment of i 
« reſt on the ſaid new loan certificates beyond or accruing after the fail i 
4% day of April next, ſhall be, and the ſame is and are hereby repealel 
« declared null and void.“ | 5 e 
It was moved by Mr. Fitzfmons, ſeconded by Mr. M*Pherfon, 
To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid paragraph, in order to intro 
the following in lieu thereof, viz. „FFV 
« Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſenti 
„ of the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, in Generi 
«+ ſembly met, and by the authority of the ſame, That the intereſt dut 
to become due and payable upon all and every the certificates iff 
* the Comptroller General, in .puriſuance of the ſaid recited acts, ort 
„of them, ſhall be paid up ſo as to campleat the payment of inten 
« four years; and that ſo much of every act or acts of General Af 
as directs or ſecures the payment of the principal ſum or ſums in th 
* certificates or any of them mentioned, or of the intereft thereof, 
<< the term of four years, ſhall be and the ſame is hereby repealed and! 
% null and void.“ 1 | Ty fi | 
On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the poſtponement for tht 


e ſaid purpaſe? . 3 . 

It was carried in the affirmative, and the propoſed paragraph adopte 
And in debating the following paragraph, vis. ee eee 
% And in order to entitle the holders of the ſaid new loan cet! 
% to demand and receive from the treaſury of the United States, the We 


<4 ; OY. | g ee er hi 
4 cipal and intereſt to them reſpectively due and accruing after il 
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« feſt day of April next, in ſuch manner as the Congreſs ſhall appoint, or 
« otherwiſe, it is hereby enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Comp- 
« troller General of this ſtate ſhall, and he is hereby authoriſed, enjoined 
« and required, upon the requeſt of the holder and holders of any of the 
« ſkid new loan certificate or certificates, producing and offering the ſame 
« to him, to receive the ſame, and to deliver to ſoch holder and holders 
« all and every the certificate and certificates of the United States, which 
« were delivered to him at the time of iſſuing ſuch new loan certificates 
« in lieu thereof, firſt endorfing on the ſaid Continental or United States 
« certificates all and every ſum and ſums of money which ſhall have been 
paid for or towards the intereſt on the principal ſum due thereon, by 
virtue of the ſaid acts of Aſſembly, and rendering the indorſements of 
intereſt paid uniform -on the certificate or certificates received with the 
i certificate or certificates delivered out in exchange therefor, and keeping 
regular entries, in a book or books to be kept for the purpoſe, of the cer- 
tiicates which he ſhall receive into his office, and deliver out in purſu- 
ance of this act, in the like manner and form, and copies thereof ſhall 
be laid before the Supreme Executive Council from time to time, as the 
ſaid Council ſhall require, the ſame, together with the original certificates 
ſo by him received, to be compared with the faid books, and checked and 
examined in ſuch way as by the .ninth ſection of the faid recited act of 
the firſt of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix, is direct- 
ed, appointed, required and provided. 5 | 
It was moved by Mr. Fitaſimons, ſeconded by Mr. Lewis, 25 
To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid paragraph, in- order to introduce 
c following in lieu thereof, viz, 3535 
And whereas many who have exchanged the certificates of the United 
fates, for certificates iſſued by this ſtate in lieu thereof as aforeſaid, may 
de deſirous of taking back the ſame, or other of like value, and it is juſt 
and reaſonable that they ſhould be at liberty ſo to do: And whereas diffi- 
culties may ariſe in equalizing the intereſt paid by this ſtate to the holders 
f the ſaid certificates, iſſued in purſuance of the ſaid recited acts or either 
them, with the intereſt received by this ſtate from the United States: 
ge it therefore enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Preſident 
r Vice-Preſident -in Council ſhall be, and they are hereby authoriſ- 
and empowered to cauſe, in ſuch mode and manner, and under ſuch 
egulations as to them may ſeem beſt, all ſuch certificates as have been 
aned to this ſtate in purſuance of the ſaid recited acts, or of either of 
dem, or other certificates to the like amount, on the holder or holders - 
| the certificate or certificates iſſued by this ſtate in lieu thereof as 
oreſaid applying therefor, to be returned or delivered to him or them, 
rough the office of the Comptroller General, in certificates. fo as afore- 
d loaned to this ſtate, or in ſuch as have been received in the land office 
this ſtate; provided that no certificates ſhall be ſo returned or delivered, 
til the intereſt paid by this ſtate on the certificate or certificates iſſued 
this commonwealth as aforeſaid ſhall be equalized, and the overplus 
balance beyond what has been in every ſuch caſe received by this ſtate 
Mm the United States ſhall be repaid, in indents of the United States, 
the Comptroller General, for the uſe of this ſtate ; and in every caſe 
fre this ſtate ſhall have received more intereſt from the United States 
u ſhall have been paid on the certificates ſo as aforeſaid iſſued by thi 
. ; « ſtate, 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


e ſuch overplus, in indents of the United States, to the holder or had” 
, of ſuch certificates.” 


«« ſaid purpoſe 7” 


law. 


by paragraphs, 


conſidered by paragraphs. 


time, and conſidered by paragraph 


law. 
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e ſtate, the Comptroller General ſhall, and he is hereby required to 


derg 


On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the poſiponement for the afors. 


Tt was carried in the affirmative, and the propoſed paragraph adopted, 

And the ſaid bill having been fully debated by paragraphs, 

Ordered, That it * engroſſed, for the * of being enacted into a 
law. | 


Adjourned until three o 'clock, P. M. 


Eodem Die. P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled 4 
«© Ad to enable John Hewſon to enlarge and carry on the bufineſs of cal 
« printing and bleaching within this flate,” which was read; and on matic 
and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and confidend | 
paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it ii tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pul 
liſhed for conſideration. 

The bill, entituled An A -to repeal þ much of an att, entituled * | 
«© Act for raiſing and collecting of money on the ſpecified articles ther 
mentioned, for the ſupport of government, and for other purpoſes ther 
«© mentioned,” as impoſes a tax on the owners or poſſeſſors of any riding a 
«© riages, other than coaches, chariots, phetons, or other four wheeled chai 
was read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
; Ordered, That it be engroſſed. for the purpoſe of being enacted int 


The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled . An A 
«© eftabliſh a board of appeal within the Several counties of this ſtate, and 
« grant exonerations in caſes of militia fines,” and having confidered the 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted int 
law. 

The bill, entituled An Act to regulate fences, and to aſcertam 0 
© of proceeding in caſes of cattle treſpaſſing, was read the ſecond time, 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith 
liſhed for conſideration. 


The bill, entituled « An Ad to appropriate divers fiatids, accruia 
« growing due to this commonwealth, towards the Payment of the expen 
«<< government, and to provide a fund for other purpoſes,” was read the 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, Gor the purpoſe of being enacted i I 


The bill, entituled &« An AG ff for raifing, by way of hittery, PJM | 
< Erght Thouſand Dollars, for defraying t * expence of erecting a U 


£6 Hal in the city of Philadelphia, and Two T 128 Dollars Fd; | 
e 
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Dickinſon College, in the Borough of Carliſle,” was read the third time, 
d conſidered by paragraphs, | ; 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


The bill, entituled A Supplement to the ſeveral laws of this common- 
wealth reſpecting attachments,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered 
paragraphs. 8 | 
Fav That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pube 
hed for conſideration. © 5 : . 

The bill, entituled * An Act to aſſiũ the cotton manufactures of this flate,” 
s read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

0rdered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


able the Land Officers to iſſue relocating warrants in the caſes therein de- 
bed.” 87 | | 
nd in conſidering the following paragraph, vis. | 
Be it enacted, .and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of the 
reemen of the commonwealth of Pennſyfovania, in General Aſſembly met, 
nd by the authority of the ſame, That the Secretary of the land office, 
n 4 certificate being produced to him from the Deputy-Surveyor of the 
ſti wherein the lands in ſuch unſatisfied warrants lie, together with 
regular chain of title, if other than the original warrantee ſhall claim 
de benefit of this act, expreſly mentioning the warrant under which 
e land deſcribed in ſuch unſatisfied warrant was taken away, ſo that no 
d hath -been or could have been with juſtice or propriety ” ſurveyed 
der ſuch unſatisfied warrant, ſhall iſſue, and he is hereby impowered 
d directed to iſſue a new or relocating warrant for a tract or tracts of 
ad, equal in quantity to that mentioned in ſuch unſatisfied warrants, 
cularly deſcribing the lands granted by ſuch relocating warrant, and 
ing the ſame within the purchaſe made of the Indians in or previous 
lhe year 1768, which, on payment of the legal fees, and being ſent to 
t dupreme Executive Council, ſhall be ſigned and executed, in like man- 
with other wartants on which the purchaſe monies have been paid to 
Receiver-General.” —— TT 
was moved by Mr. M*Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Mitchell, | 
poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid paragraph, in order to introduce 
Mowing in lieu thereof. F i | 
And whereas in many caſes it appears by the Receiver-General's books, 
ith oof the ſettlement of accounts previous to the granting of patents, that 


d int 


in 0 
me, 


rung 
rxpenic 
the 


warrants, and .t being reaſonable and juſt that ſuch perſons ſhould 
© a compenſation in other lands: Be it therefore enacted, and it is 


the ſame, That where any perſon has or hereafter ſhall pay money 
the Receiver-General of the land office, as purchaſe money of land 


reaſon of ſurveys being duly made and returned upon prior warrants 
echer office rights, ſuch perſon, upon a certificate being produced to 
deeretary of the land office from the Deputy - Surveyor of the diſtrict 


| Dick 


The Houſe refumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled An Act to 


: 
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e is not ſo much land returned in the ſurvey as was paid for at iſſuing 


ty enacted by the Repreſentatives of the Freemen of the common- 
uth of Pennſylvania, in General Aſſembly met, and by the authority 


ſeh he cannot fully have ſurveyed, as located in ſuch warrant or grant, 


2B - | „ wherein 
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4 
„ under which the land deſcribed in ſuch unſatisfied warrant or grant w 


„ ſtirveyed, ſhall be deemed and allowed to have paid fo much money o 


«© ſaid money either to the ſettlement of any unſettled account ſuch perle 


4% of the land office for the time being.” "I 


and Abraham Morrow, made 3 which was read; and on motion, 


— —— ę—᷑— — . ĩ⅛ v __— — —— . 14 ꝛmüꝗ %% —— — — —ͤ ͤ 22 ˙ U k — 
* * 
„ 


any other fund: | 


other means be taken for their relief: The committee therefore (ut 


Eins, for „ and in favor of Abraham M 


the propriety of it queſtionable, the preſent impoveriſhed ſtate < 
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% wherein the lands in ſuch unſatisfied warrants lie (together with A reply 


* 


chain of title, if other than the original warrantee ſhall claim the hen 
of this act) expreſly mentioning the prior warrant or other office riph 


A 


*« ſurplus money (as the caſe may be) into the land office, and may ayy 


% may have in the Receiver-General's office, or to the purchaſing of 2 
« unappropriated lands within this ſtate, according to the laws and cuſton 


\ 


Adjourned until nine.o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Thurſday, March 26, 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


The committee appointed yeſterday, on the petition of Joſepb Perl 


by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, as follows, vi. 
The committee, to whom the :petition of -Fo/eþh Perkins and Ari 
Morrow was referred, report—— FOE | 
That it appears the faid petitioners were employed to repair the pu 
arms uſed by the militia of the ſtate ; that the Supreme Executive Co 
have drawn warrants, payable out of the militia funds of the city and co 
of Philadelphia, but that money is not in the hands of the Treaſure 
ſatisfy the ſame; that the Executive are not authorized by law to dn 


Your committee are of opinion, that the deficiency of the militia 
is in a great meaſure cauſed by the act ſuſpending the collection of n 
fines, whilſt individuals employed by the public are thereby detaine« 
the payment they had an unqueftionable right to expect for their li 
and it is highly probable they muſt much longer be detained, unleſ 
reſolution, - Eg 3 1 

That a committee be appointed to report a bill, to enable the Su 
Executive Council to draw on the State Treaſurer, in favor of 70% 


For „ üb being the amount of their demand 
this commonwealth, as ſettled by the Comptroller-General. 
On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the ſame? — 
It was carried in the negative. © ee 
On motion of Mr. Fitzfimons, ſeconded by Mr. Vyntoop. 
Reſolved, That the Comptroller-General inform this Houſe to wht 
the Lieutenants of the city of Philadelphia and the ſeveral countie 
ſtate have ſettled their accounts; 1 .... . 
The committee appointed March 5th, on the memorial of il 
Eſquire, made report, which was read, as follows, wiz. 
The committee on the memorial of Villiam Moore, Eſquire, rep 
That the caſe of Mr. Moore appears a very hard one, in which, he 
in the opinion of the committee, the Houſe have it not in their Ne 
grant relief; for, independent of other confiderations | which md 
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ances would by no means admit of it: The committee therefore offer * 
ollowing reſolution : 

That Mr. Moore have leave to withdraw his N 

ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed March 17th, on the petition from ſundry i in- 
bitants of the townſhip of Shippenſburg, in c county, made re- 
ort, which was read, as follows, vis. 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of ſundry of the in- 
ubitants of Sbippenſburg townſhip, in Cumberland county, report. 
That they have attended to that duty, and are of opinion that the law 
bat aſcertains the boundary line between Franklin and Cumberland counties 
not ſo clear and expreſſive as It ought to be : Therefore offer the follow- 
o reſolution : 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
to a law, to fix and eſtabliſh the original line between Lurgan and Hope- 
I townſhips to be the boundary line between Franklin county and Cum- 
and county, excepting all that tract of land belonging to Edward Shippen, 
ſquire, whereon the town of eben is erected, which ſhall be and 
min in the county of Cumberland. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
The committee, to whom was re-committed, March th, the report on the 
tion of David Miller, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 


mberland county, beg! leave to report 
That a well regulated ferry over Juniata, at the mouth of Raccoon creek, 
ld be of great public utility, as it is on the great road laid out and lead- 


io from Carliſie to 3 and many of the back counties, and are of opinion 
David Miller, on the north fide of Juniata river, and the owners of 


land on the ſouth ſide of ſaid river, at the mouth of Raccoon creek, 
ut to be "indulged to land each on their owpoby ſhore of ſaid river: 


erefore 
1 That a committee be 3 to bring 5 in a bill, i 


* keep a _ acroſs Juniata river, and to land each on their 2 

Ite ſhore. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Ihe Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled An AF to 
we the Land Officers to. 1, ue re-locating warrants in the caſes therein de- 

bed; and + | 

MM motion of Mr. Lowrey, ended by Mr. . Lene, bs 

ee, That the further canfideration thereof be poſtponed until next 

o wb. 

until 


the county ef Cheſter,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by 
praphs. 
Wdered, That it be cranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


for conſideration. 2+” 


Villia 


, rep* 
ich, 


og dending the penal laws of this ſtate,” » was read the third fines, and con- 
by en . 1 2 


buy 


Your committee, to. whom was referred the petition of David Miller, . 


Miller and the owners of land at the mouth of Raccoon creek to 


e bill, entituled © An Aa relating fo ES on the iſland of Tine | 


le bill, entituled An Aa to e an acł, au « An Act for 


i. 


Lots Aero et otitis ao ann ors „ 
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— \ E & 8. 
1 George Clymer, 
2 Thomas Fitz/imons, 
3 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 
4 Lawrence Sickle, 
5 William M*Pherſon, 
6 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
7 Tohn Chapman, 
8 Valentine Upp, 
9 Richard Thomas, 
10 James Moore, 
5 - Mark Wilcox, 
2 Yohbn M*Dowell, 
: 3 Caleb James, 
14 Richard Downing, jun. 
15 Alexander Lowrey, © 
16 James Cunningham, 
17 Henry Dering, 
18 Thomas Lilley, 
19 Michael Schmyſer, 
20 Henry Tyſon, © 
21 Jonathan Hoge, 
22 Jaſeph Sands, 
23 Daniel Brodhead, 
| 2 Jabs Lada. | 


N A Y 8. 
i Villiam Lewis, 
2 Jobn Salter, 
3 George Logan, 
4 7 omas Clingan, 


80 it was carried in the affirmative. 


1aw. 


A letter from the Comptroller-General was read, Rating the time 

which the ſeveral Lieutenants of the city of N and the ic 
counties of the ſtate have ſettled their accounts. 

Drdered to lie on the table. 


3 until Half "Fr three lock P. M. 


Ines Die. 


The Houſe met dungs ap. adjournment. 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the report on the caſe col 
| between Jul Fitch and James Ne Whereupon : | 


( 


25 Peter Trexler, jun. 


27 Stephen Balliot, 


30 Jobn White, 
31 James Barr, 


40 Jacob Rei. 
41 Peter Richards, 
42 Jonathan Roberts, 


1 pr 4 Obadiab Gore, 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted] 0 


. 
And on che queſtion.—. Shall the ſame be engrofſed, for the þ 


45 ing enacted into a lau? —the Yeas and Nays were l by 
and Me. Wynkoop, and were as follow, vis. ' 


rpoſe of be. 
r. Loga 


Y E A 8. 


— T— 


26 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 


2 4 Jacob Saylor, 
29 John Pi per 13 


32 John Irwin, 
33 James Marſhall, 


34 Alexander Wright, 


35 Jobn Gilchreeſt, 
36 Theophilus Philips, 


37 James M*Lene, 
38 Tome Fohnſon, 
29 Robert Lollar, 


43 Jacob Miley, 
4 Adam Ortb, 


5 John Carſon, © 
47 Hugh Davi * 


4.3.3 
5 David Mitchell, 

6 Thomas Kennedy, 
7 Thomas Beale, 

8 Samuel Maclay. 


4 


P. M. 


5 


It was moved by Mr. Clymer, ſeconded by Mr. Schmyſer, 
To poſtpone the further conſideration thereof until next ſeſſion. 
Which was carried in the affirmative. : 


The bill, entituled . An Act for granting the ſum of one hundred 
« pounds, towards defraymg the expence of reviewing and laying out the 
\« fate road between the town of Bedford and Pittfburgh, and alſo the ſum 
« of one hundred and fifty pounds, for the compleating a road from the 
« Falls of Neſcopeck, on the river Suſquehanna, and the Union Saw- Mill, 
« on the river Lehigh,” was read the ſecond time, and confidered by para- 
oraphs. | a 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, 
liſhed for conſideration. | 

The bill, entituled ** An Act relating 
ime, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed 
iſhed for conſideration. 


The bill, entituled An Ad for the better regulation and ſupport of the | 


poor of Cheſter county,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by pa- 
yoraphs, + Fo TEES | a 
. That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
hed for conſideration. 9 2 | 


The bill, entituled An A# to enable John Hewſon to enlarge and carry 
on the buſineſs of callico printing and bleaching within this fate, was read 
e third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


and forthwith pub- 
10 Sheriffs,” was read the ſecond 


for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


W. 
On motion of Mr. Balliot, ſeconded by Mr. Lewis, | 
Reſolved, That 1000 copies in the Eng/i/h language, and goo copies in 
German language, of the reſolution adopted March 24th relative to the 
ling a Convention, be printed, and diftributed for the information of the 
ens of this ſtate. i | 5:0 
The following bills having been brought in engroſſed, were ſeverally com- 
ed at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to ſign the 
ie, VIZ, Fe, | | | 
h AC T 10 appropriate divers funds, accruing and growing due to this 
monwealth, towards the payment of the expences of government, and to pro- 
'a fund for other purpoſes. 2 5 Fe 
nACT to affft the cotton manufattures of this ſtate. 
in ACT to enable the Rector, Church-Wardens and Veſtrymen of th 
ant Epiſcopal church of St. John, at York-Town, tv mortgage the 
tin ncge houſe and certain lots of ground. SER | 
he og: ACT to repeal ſo much of an act, entituled An Act for railing 
nd collecting of money on the ſpecified articles therein mentioned, for 
be ſupport of government, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” 
impoſes a tax on the owners or poſſeſſors of any one horſe two' wheeled - 
4%, ſolo, chatr or -chaiſe, or of any covÞted family waggon, commonly 


ed a caravan.” 


n ACT for the incorporation of the College of Phyſicians of Philadel- 
ourned until nine o'clock to-morrow, A.M. 1 n 
125 3 C | = 3 F 7 day 5 
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well townſhips to be the boundary line between Franklin county and (i 


ben, Eſquire, whereon the town of Shippenſburg is erected, which f 


| pared. at the table, In into Jaws, and the Speaker directed to fignt 


delphia, and Two Thouſand Dollars for the uſe of Diokinſon Colley, i 
| borough of. Carliſle. 


* of kate for the F208 of — [pbia, and for other e 


{ 192 1 
Friday, March 27, 1789. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « 
Ac for the appointment of a Regiſter -General, for the purpoſe of regif,,. 
* ing the accounts of this ſtate,” which was read, and 

Ordered to lie on the table, 

The bill, entituled An AG in aid of the roads dvds mentioned,” wy 
read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

i Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into: 
aw. 

Me. Hunte, in his place, read a bill, entituled . An A# for the in 
«© provement of certain public roads, and the navigation of certain rivers, tber 
mentioned; and having obtained leave of the Houſe for that purpoſe, pr 
ſented the ſame to the chair, when the ſame was read, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill, entituled An Ad for the appointment of a Regi er-Gem 
« ral, for the purpoſe of regiſtering the accounts of this ſtate,” was read th 
ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

It was moved by Mr. M*Lene, ſeconded by Mr. Barr, 

- To fill up the firſt blank with the words, ©* by the Supreme Executn 
% Council.” Ez 

Which was carried in the negative. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pu 
liſhed for conſideration, 

The report of the committee on the petition of ſundry of the inhabit 
of Shippenſburg townſhip, in Cumberland county, read yeſterday, was te 
the ſecond time: Whereupon 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring i in a bill, to be enadt 
into a law, to fix and eſtabliſh the original line between Lurgan and Hy 


\ berland county, excepting all that tract of land belonging to Edward d 


be and remain in the county of Cumberland. 

Ordered, That the members from the counties of Cumberland and Fra 
lin be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing rel 
tion. 


The Swing bills having been brought i in engroſſed, were ſeverally cu 


ſame, | VIS. 


An A CT for rai ag, by way ** httery, the frm of Eight T. houſand | 
tars „ for defraying the expence of eredting a Common Hall in the city of P 


An ACT to repeal ſo nacb of any at or atts of Aſombly of this com 

wealth, as direfts the payment of the intereſt on the New Loan debt beyond 
day of April next, and for other purpoſes therem mentioned. 

A SUPPLEMENT :o an at, entituled An Act to eſtabliſh a 


N 
<6 © mentioned. 2 ＋ 


le- 


r 
n ACT #0 prevent the granting of ſpecial courts an the plaintiff”s p- 
cation. | 3 18 7 

4n ACT for the more effetual collection of the poor tax in the tity of 
philadelphia, the diſtrict of Southwark, and the townſhips of Moyamenfing. 
the Northern Liberties, and to provide in a more convenient and ſaluta 


mer for the confinement of diſorderly perſons found and 5 in 15 


ay, Aiſtrict and townſhips. | 
An ACT jor granting trials at Ni Prius in the county of Philadelphia. 
An ACT to mcorporate the Newtown Library Company, in Bucks county. 


4 ACT ro enable the Fuſtices of the Orphans Court to authorize 4 


wer Frances Budden fo ell and convey ſo much of the lands and tenements 


her late huſband, James Budden, deceaſed, as ſhall be neceſſary for the pay- 
t of his debts, and for other purpoſes therein fangs 2 ON 
An ACT to prevent the importation of convicts into this commonwealth. 
ACT to enable John Hewſon to enlarge and carry on the buſineſs of 
lo printing and bleaching within this ſtate. } | 
t. Robinſon and Mr. Leuis having propoſed a ridet to the bill, entituled 
ln AF to eſtabliſh a board of appeal within the ſeveral counties of this ſtate, 
md to grant exonerations in caſes of militia fines,” and the ſame. being read, 


25, on motion and by ſpecial order, read the ſecond and third times, and 
conſidered. 


)rJered, That it be engroſſed with the ſaid bill, for the purpoſe of being 
ted into a law. Ie 


djourned until half paſt three o'clock, P. M. : 


| Eodem Die. P. M. 
he Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 4g | 
petition from Cadwalader Evans was read, praying to be appointed 


ſter-General, for the purpoſe of regiſtering the accounts of this ſtate. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


On motion, 


tered, That Mr. Maclay have leave of abſence for the remaining part 
is ſeſſion. | TN | | 
e bill, entituled * An Ad for the improvement of certain public roads, 


| the navigation of certain rivers, therein mentioned,” was read the 
I time, 


ered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
for conſideration. RS. 

bill, entituled An Ad for the appointment of a Regiſter-General, for 
purpoſe of regiſtering the accounts of this fate, was read the third time. 
Lin confidering the following paragraph, vi. 


U * 


© it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives 
e freemen of the commonwealth of Penn/ylvania, in General Aſſem- 
met, and by the authority. of the ſame, That there be, and by this 
there is erected and eſtabliſhed, within this ſtate, an office, to be 
d the Office for Regiſtering the Public Accounts, which ſhall be 
in ſome part of the State-Houſe, in the city of Philadelphia, to be 
ned for the purpoſe by the Supreme Executive Council, and that the 
T who ſhall ſuperintend the ſame, and execute the duties thereof, 


« ſhall 


7; 


6 
: 


1 
4 ſhall be appointed from time to time by | the General Aſſembly of thi 
ee commonwealth, and ſhall be called The ys per ry of the Pu) 


* Accounts of the State af Penn/ylvania ; which officer ſhall be entitled i 
% have and receive, in full for all his ſervices, the ſum of 


«© annum, out of the monies appropri 


* 


ated by an act, entituled « Hy 4a, 


« appropriate divers funds, accruing and growing due to this commonwealth, 
« wards the payment of the expences of government, and to Provide a fund 
.C£ other purpoſes,” enacted the twenty-ſixth day of March inſtant, to be 
to him quarterly, by virtue of orders to be drawn by the Supreme En 
«© cutive Council on the State Treaſurer, beſides all his reaſonable cha 
« for books, ſtationary, and the hire of ſuch and ſo many clerks, ax inf 

* opinion of Council ſhall be neceſſary for his affiſtance in performing 4 


« ſervices by this a& required.” - 


% hounds.” 


On the queſtion,.— Vill the Houſe agree to the ſame? — the Ven: 
Nays were called by Mr. Fitz/mons and Mr. Lewis, and were as folloy, » 


N 
1 George Clymer, 
2 Thomas Fitz/imons, 
3 Jacob Hiltzbeimer, 
4 Lawyence Sickle, 
5 William Lewis, 
6 William M*Pherſon, 
7 Jobn Salter, 
8 George Logan, 
9 Wilkam Robinſon, jun. 
10 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
II Samuel Foulke, 
12 Richard Thomas, 
13 James Moore, 
14 Mark Wilcox, 
15 Jobn M*Dowell, 
16 Caleb James, 


. 

1 John Chapman, 

2 Valentine Upp, | 

3 Richard Downing, jun. 

4 Henry Tyſon, 

5 David Mitcbell, 

6 Thomas Kennedy. 

7 Thomas Beale, 

8 Jonathan Hoge, 
9 FJoſepb Sands, 
10 Jobn Ludwig, 

II Fohn Piper. 
12 James Barr, 


So it was carried in the affirmative, 


7 


It was moved by Mr. Fitzfmons, ſeconded by Mr. Lewis, 
To fill the blank, after the words ** the ſum of, with © foe buy 


I 


17 Alexander Lowrey, 
48 Thomas Lilley, 


19 Michael Schmyſer, 


20 Daniel Brodbead, 
21 Peter Trexler, jun. 
22 Conrad Ihri, jun. 


23 Stephen Balliot, 

24 Jacob Saylor, 
25 Samuel Maclay, 
26 Jobn White, 

27 Jobn drwin, 


28 James Jobnſon, 


29 Jacob Reiff, 
30 John Carſon, 


31 Obadiah Gore, 


K 
13 Wilkam Todd, 
14 James Marſhall, 
15 James Alliſon, . 


16 Alexander Wright, 
17 John Gilcbreeſt, 


18 Theophilus Philips, 


19 James M*Lene, 


20 Robert Lollar, 
21 Jonatban Roberts, 


22 Jacaò Miley, 
23 Adam Orth. 


and the blank filled up accord 
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years, 0 
id hereby 
. of this act, 
the Comptroller General "(hall hold his ſaid rok ing the plealure of 4 
the Supreme Executive Council.” f 
On the queſtion— “ Mull the Hong gtert t the faint . dhe Ves and 
ys were called by Mr. M Lene and Mr. e and were as nn VIZ. 
** E Fe” * FA 80 \ "ps. E K 18 W 
1 George 2 . 20 Alexander. Lowrey, _ Au 0 
2 Thomas Fit gſimans, 1 : Wy wy James Conan, 21h: 5 
3 Jacob Hilt2heimer, - af Henry Derings, . e 
4 Lawrence Sicble 2 Tee, Lale l may 7 K 15 
| : William Lewis, - a. | 54 dhe chr, SES ANT 
6 William M. Pherfon, e ooo 
7 Jobs Falls 26 Jeſepb Sande, FRY 
8 George Logan. 227 Daw! Brodbuad, . Re . 
9 William Robinſon, jun. 28, Peter Traxler, 3 Jun "I 
10 Gerardus Wynkoop, . 29 Conrad Ibrie, jun. jun. . 
11 Jobn Chapman, Pp 25 2 30 Stepben Balliat, | 81 . 
12 Valentine Up. 31 Jacob Saylor, + L 
13 Samuel F r 32 Samuel Meclay, Bs 
14 Richard Thomas, © 33 John Rui, ; 
15 James Moore, 334 Jacob Reefs: -w 
10 Mark Wilcox, © 8. 35 Jonatban Robert, en 
17 Jobn McDowell, - „„ 36. Joon Cane OO: 5 -- 5 
18 Caleb Fames, © "1 INES, - TO Dav: 82878 > REY. - 
19 Richard Bente, N 3 | 3 
1 David Mitchell NO 2 : Aland Wri 1 N 
2 Thomas Rennes ** OE 2 Tohn Gilchreeft N 
3 Thomas Beale,” _ © 15 Theophilus * {INES 
4 Jonathan Hage, AY 14 James M Lene, SS 
: Jobn Ludwig. 1535 James Jobgſnsn,.,. 
b Fobn Piper. 12856 Robert rack FS 
ue B. 17 Jacob Mi 
d Jobn Irwin, © 18 Adam Orth, | 
9 James Marſpall, 19 Obadiab. Gore. 88 5 
0 James All Yon, ge | : 2 
t was carried in the affirmative, and the faid clauſe Auel, „ 
fred, That N . 1 of the Gd bill * poſtp ged. SO 
: bill, entituled Ar AF? to eftabliſh a board of appeal within the Se 
coldi cunfier of * lle. * to grant exonerations itt OH * militia fines,” 
"4D. PIT together 


—_, —— 2 
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accounts of this ſtate,” and having fully conſidered the ſame by paragry 


and Mr. * 41 were as follow, v2. 


E 


together with the rider thereto annexed, having been brought ! in engroſſe 
was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the een directeq 1 


ſign the ſame. 
The following bills having been brought in engrofſed, were ſevery 


compared at the table, enaQed into laws, and the Speaker directed to in 


the ſame, viz. 
An ACT in aid of the roads therein mentioned. 


A SUPPLEMENT 79 the ſeveral acta of Aſembly for the relief of in 


vent debtors. | 
An ACT to amend an at, entituled as An A for amending the 0 


«« laws of this ſtate.” 
ain until half . iR 0 clock to-morrow, A. M. 0 


Saturday, March 28, 1 78 9. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Clymer, ſeconded by Mr. Funde x 
Ordered, That Margaret Smyth have leave to withdraw her Felten 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled « 4 , 


« for the appointment of a Regiſter-General, for the purpoſe of regiſtering 


On the queſtion—* Shall the ſame be engroſfſed, for the purpoſe of l 
« enacted into a law?'— The Yeas and Nays Were On by Mr M 


I FN ef B'S 19 Alexander Lowrey, 
2 Thomas Fitzſimons, 20 Henry Dering, 
3 Jacob Hiltzhetmer, 21 Thomas Clingan, 
12 Sickle, 22 Thomas Lilley, 
5 William Lewis, N 23 Michael Scompfer, 
6 Willam M*Pherſon, 24 Jaſepb Sands, 
n 25 Daniel Brodbead, 
8 George Logan, © 26 Peter Trexler, jun, 
90 Wilkam Robinſon, jun. 27 Conrad Ibrie, jun, 
10 Gerardus Wynkoop, 28 Stephen Balliot, 
11 John Chapman, 29 Jacob Saylor, 
12 Valentine Upp, | 30 Jobn White, 
13 Samuel Foulke, 31 Jobn Irwin, 
14 Richard Thomas, 32 Jacob Reiff, 
15 James Moore, © 33 Jobn Carſon, 
16 we 5 ilcox, ; 34 Obadiab Gore, 
oh M* Dowe N Hugh Davz ts 
16 295 James, J * a Yo 
8. 6 N A Y.s. 
1 Richard Downing, jun. 7 Tohn Piper, © 
2 David Mitchell, | 8 James Barr, 
3 Thomas Kennedy, 9 Willam Todd, 
4 Thomas Beale, 10 James Marſhall, 
5 Jonatban Hage, | 11 James Allifon, 


| 2 Jobs Ludwig,  ' 32 Alexander Mrigbt, 


a7 ] 


C TT ,, ˙1˙*„, FRERTTAOs 
13 Jobn Gilebregſt, . 17 Robert Lollar, | 6, 
14 Theophilus Philips, 18 Jonatban Roberto, 
15 James M Lene, 19 Jacob Miley, 
16 James Johnſon, | 20 Adam Orth. 


80 it was determined in the affirmative. 


On motion of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Brodbead, 8 
Ordered, That Mr. Robinſon and Mr. Lollar be added to the committee, 
appointed March 19th, on the memorial of Edward Shippen, Eſquire. 

A motion was made by Mr. Fitzfimons, ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, and 


adopted, as follows, viz. 


Whereas it appears to this Houſe that John M*Calmont, of the county of 
Bucks, has been by due courſe of law ejected from a tract of land by him 
hurchaſed from the commonwealth, and that he is entitled to receive from 
State Treaſury the ſum of five hundred and ſeven pounds eighteen ſhillings 
nd four-pence by reaſon thereof; and whereas by an act paſſed in the pre- 
ent ſeſſion it is directed that the ſum of ter thouſand pounds annually be 
t apart, for the payment of juſt claims upon this commonwealth, and for 
ther purpoſes : Therefore 8 mY 5. 
Reſolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby 
thorized and empowered to draw an order on the State Treaſurer, for five 
ndred and ſeven pounds eighteen ſhillings and four-pence in favor of John 
{*Calmont, payable out of the fund appropriated by the act, entituled “ An 
Ad to appropriate divers funds, accruing and growing due to this common- 
wealth, towards the payment of the expences of government, and to provide a 
fund for other purpoſes.” . 2 
The petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the townſhip of the 
prthern Liberties, read March 2d and 4th, for and againſt annexing part 
the ſaid townſhip to the city of Philadelphia, were ſeverally read the 
ond time. | | 3 3 N 
Ordered, That they be referred to the members of the city and county of 
lladelpbia, to report thereon. | 


motion was made by Mr. Fitz/imons, ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, as fol- 
8, viz. | £1 Fs . | ; | | | 
Whereas it appears to be highly important that the ſurveys of the ſtate 
ds ſhould be immediately made, to enable Council to judge of what al- 


tions or improvements may be neceſſary, and that the General Aſſembly 
have due information upon that ſubje& : Therefore 
ſolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be, and they are hereby 
aorized and empowered forthwith to appoint fix Commiſſioners, whoſe 
it ſhall be to ſurvey the ſtate road leading from the city of Philadelphia 
ae borough of | Lancaſter, and from thence to the borough of York, and 
Ice to Pitiſburg. 7 6 x 2 2 
be ſtate road leading from the city of Philadelphia to the borough of Rea- 
in the county of Berks, and to extend the ſurvey thereof fo far as 
neil ſhall think proper to direct. 5 Rs | 
he ſtate road leading from Philade/phia to Betblebem, in the county of 
bampton, and to continue the ſurvey as far as Council ſhall direct. 
ther with ſuch other grounds as they may think neceſſary for ſtraighten- 
X improving the ſaid roads; and that the Commiſſioners ſo to be ap- 


pointed 


* 


1 


r 
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inted do make report to the Supreme Executive Council, before the nen 
ſitting of the General Afembly. - 

And on the queſtion, —<* Will the Houſe adopt the ortgoing reſolution a” 

It was carried in the negative. 

The committee of accounts made” report, which was read ; and on motion, 
and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and adopted, a 
follows, viz. | 

The committee of accounts report 

That there is due to the following perſons for printing for this Houle, viz, 

A balance to Thamas Bragford, of one hundred and oy: that Pound js 
ſhillings and one penny. 

To Michael Billmeyer, one bundred and 2 t200 pounds fo Milz and 
fFour-pence. | 

To Daniel Humphreys, ſow how winds Alen Billings and two-pence, 

To Francis Bailey, fix ee 855 ſhillings and ſix-pence. 

Therefore, Reſolved, That the Speaker draw orders on the State 
in favor of Thomas Bradford, for the ſum of one hundred and ines baun 
Ax ſhillings and one penny, being the balance of his account. 

In favor of Michael Billmeyer, for the ſum of one hundred and thinly 
pounds five ſhillings and four-pence, in full of his account. 

In favor of Daniel Humpbreys, for the ſum of ſeven pounds Hatten illi 
and to- pence, in full of his account. 

In favor of Francis Bailey. for the ſum of 5 pounds _ fhilli ingr 
-fix- 7 * in full of his account. 

he committee of accounts müde a Rs: report, which was read; u 
on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, u 
adopted, as follows, vzs. 

The committee of accounts report | 

That they have examined the accounts of Peter Z. Llyd, Ef quire, cl 
of the General Aſſembly, of the expenditure of the ſum of one — 
Fifty pounds, drawn by him, by two reſolves of the Houſe, for payment oft 
contingent expences thereof, and find a balance in his hands amounting 
fifteen pounds twelve ſbillings and eight-pence, but as there are conſider 
ſums yet due for ſervices performed during tbe preſent ſeſſion, which ou 
immediately to be paid : Therefore | 

Reſalved, That the Speaker draw an order on the State Treaſurer, in ft 
of the ſaid Peter Z. Lloyd, for the ſum of ſeventy-five pounds, to pay 
Incidental expences of this Houſe, for which he ſhall account with the o 
mittee of accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Leun, ſeconded by Mr.  Fitzfimons, 
Reſotved, That the Clerk of this Houſe be directed to collect and am 
the papers of the General Atembly befare their next ſeſſion. 

5 On motion, 

FReßelved, That the Speaker draw orders on the State Treaſurer, in fart 
. Peter Z. Elard. for fifty pounds, for his extra ſervices duing the rores ol 


T 


In favor of acob Sballus, for fifty pounds, for his extra fervices. 
In favor of James Martin, Serjeant at Arg, for es pounds, for hi 
te ſeries. IG 


* 


199 J 


In favor of Foſeph Fry, Door-keeper, for teen pounds, for his extra ſer- 


— 


The following bills having been brought in engroſſed, were ſeverally codes 
ed at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to ſign the 


ne, VIZ. 0 
4 SUPPLEMENT fo an af, entituled ** A Supplement to the act, 
entituled * An Act to enforce the due collection and payment of taxes 
within this commonwealth,” 
ln ACT for the appointment of a Regiſter-General, for the purpoſe of re- 
ring the accounts of this fate. | 
r. Wright, in his place, read a paper, containing his reaſons for alter- 
his opinion on the ſubject of the vote of the 24th inſtant, for the pur- 
e of calling a Convention. = 

On motion, | 
ordered, That the ſame be inſerted on the minutes, as follows, biz. 


HEN the Houſe agreed to the reſolution which recommends to the 

citizens of this commonwealth to take under their conſideration the 
eflity of a ſpeedy alteration and amendment of the conſtitution of this 
, I voted in favor of the meaſure, becauſe I then thought it a neceſſary 
dient to prevent the embarraſſment which the officers of government 
d be ſubjected to, by ſwgaring to ſupport two conſtitutions, which are 
any reſpects contradictory and repugnant to each other; but, upon ma- 
deliberation, I am convinced that the reſolution itſelf is a violation of 
oath of office under which. we now act, and tends, in the firſt inſtance, 
volve us in that guilt which it propoſes to prevent at a future day. 
nder theſe impreſſions, having requeſted the Houſe to reſcind my vote 
he minutes, which they refuſed as being out of order, I am, therefore, 
rained, for the preſervation of a good conſcience, to take this mode of 
ung againſt and diſſenting from the reſolution. 


ALEX. WRIGHT. 


e committee appointed to affix the ſeal to the laws, reported that they 
fred the ſeal to the following laws, viz. TR 


An , 5 T to enable aliens to purchaſe and hold real eflates within this 
MWg N 5 | p 


3 CT to eſtabliſh a volunteer company of artillery in the city of 
lelphia. es” A „ 

4 ACT to repeal an act, entituled * An Act to ſuſpend the powers 
the Truſtees of Meſimoreland county.” a EEE 


An ACT for granting to the corporation of the Miniſters, Veftrymen 
lurch Wardens of the German Lutheran congregation in and near the 
TIF Philadelphia, in the flate of Pennſylvania, certain lands therein men- 
or bi for endowing a free ſchool, for the uſe of the poor of the ſaid con- 


3 E | | | V. Arn 


eſs ol 


\ 


N 


EW 


V. An ACT t repeal ſo much of an act of General Aſſembly of 1, . 
monwealth, as prohibits dramatic entertainments within the city of phil 


phia, and the neighbourhood thereof. 


VI. A SUPPLEMENT 7/0 the aft, entituled * An AQ for eng 
part of Bedford county into a ſeparate coufity.” 


VII. An ACT to repeal part of an att, entituled * An A to cont 
te the eſtates and intereſts of the College, Academy and Charitable Scho 
* the city of Philadelphia, and to amend and alter the charters thereof, g 
« formably to the revolution and to the conſtitution and government of | 
«© commonwealth, and to ere the ſame into an Univerſity.” 


VIII. Ar ACT 70 incorporate the city of Philadelphia. 


IX. 4 SUPPLEMENT 0 an ad, entituled An Act more 
% tually to prevent unfair practices in the packing of beef and par 
% exportation, and to regulate the exportation of flax-ſeed, butter aud 
“ cuit in kegs.“ | | 3 


X. An ACT to repeal all the laws of this commonwealth requiring an 
or affirmation of allegiance from the inhabitants thereof.” 


XI. An ACT to fuſpend the ſale of lands for non-payment of taxt, 
for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 


XII. An ACT in aid of the Callowhill market, in the townſhj 
Northern Liberties. 


XIII. An ACT for the relief of Robert Beatty and Benjamin | 
inſolvent callettors, confined in the gaols of Cumberland and Dauphin 


Hes. 


XIV. 4 SUPPLEMENT 25 the ſeveral afts of General Aſin 
ecting public auttions and auctioneers. 


| XV. An ACT for enlarging the time limited by. the act, entitul 

„Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeemilj 
„ of the funded debt of this ſtate; for extending the time for pat 
ce lands which were located before the declaration of independency; 
giving a right of pre-emption to actual ſettlers for procuring wan 
<< lands by them occupied.“ | 


XVI. An ACT for compenſating Evan Oat: for ſupplies by bt 
niſhed the civil officers of Northumberland county in the year = tbouſu 
hundred and ſeventy- e. 


XVII. An ACT empowering certain truſtees therein named to fel | 
poſe of a certain bouſe and lot of ground, /ituate in the town of Eaft 
county of Northampton, and to appropriate the monies arifing fron 
thereof towards the purchaſe of a parſonage or dwelling bouſe for tb 
of the four Proteſtant Evangelic Reformed German congregations, to ff 


J 201 J 
of Eaſton, Bethlehem, Plainfield and Greenwich townſhips, for rhe tine 
being. | 


XVIII. An ACT fo repeal ſo much of an act, entituled An A for 
« raiſing and collecting of money on the ſpecified articles therein mention- 
« ed, for the ſupport of government, and for other purpoſes therein men- 
« tioned,” as impoſes @ tax on the owners or poſſeſſors of any one horſe two 
« coheeled fulky, ſolo, chair or chaiſe, or of any covered family waggon, com- 
« monly called a caravan.” | | 


XIX. An ACT to appropriate divers funds, accruing and growing due to 
this commonwealth, towards the payment of the expences of government, and to 
provide a fund for other purpoſes. | 


! XX. An ACT for the incorporation of the College of. Phyficians of Phi- 
\ WW:d:]phia. | . 
1 | 


( xx1. 4» ACT to enable the Rector, Church-Wardens and Veſtrymen of 


be Proteſlant Epiſcopal church of St. John, at York-Town, to mortgage 
be parſonage houſe and certain lots of ground. 1 | 


XXII. An ACT to affift the cotton manufatures of this fate. 


XXIII. An ACT for the more effettual colleckion of the poor tax im the city 
Philadelphia, ze diffrid? of Southwark, and the townſhips of Moyamenſing 
d the Northern Liberties, and to provide in a more convenient and. ſalutary 


mner for the confinement of diſorderly perſons found and apprehended in the 
9 city, Aiſtrict and rownſhips. 4 9 Pp ſc e ppre, 


XXIV. 4 SUPPLEMENT 70 the ſeveral afts of Aſſembly for the 
ef of inſolvent debtors. | | 


XV. An ACT to prevent the granting of ſpecial courts on the plaintiff*s 


ation. 


IXVI. An ACT for granting trials at Ni Prius in the county of Phila- 


") 
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phia. 


oof n : An ACT to prevent the importation of convitts into this com- 
cy; health. | | 


evi. 4 ACT 70 amend an ac, entituled « An Act for amen ag 
e penal laws of this ſtate.” Wh | 


IX. An AC T to repeal ſo much of any act or acts of Aſembly of” 
commonwealth, as directis the payment of the New Loan debt, or the in- 
thereof, beyond the firſt day of April next, and for other purpoſes therein 


by 7 
bouſ 


fell ined. | 

Fail "Fx : | 
fn. 4 SUPPLEMENT vo an a#, entituled * An Act to eſtabliſh 
zr te erd of Wardens for the port of Philadelphia, and for other purpoſes 


XXXI. An 


to ein mentioned.“ 


2 
XXXI. An AC T fo  effabliſh a beard of appeal within the ſeveral countin 
of this tate, and to grant exonerations in caſes of militia fines. 


KXXII An ACT in aid of the roads therein mentioned. 


XXXIII. An ACT for raifing, by way of lottery, the ſum of Ei 80 
T. bouſand Dollars, for defraying the expence of eretting a Common Hall in 
city of Philadelphia, and Two Thouſand Dollars for the uſe of Dickinſon Col. 
lege, in the borough of Carliſle. 


XXXIV. An ACT to enable the Fuſtices of the op Court to authy. 
rize and empower Frances Budden t ſell and convey ſo much of the lands ani 
tenements of her late huſband, James Budden, deceaſed, as ſhall be ** fo 
the payment of his debts, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 


XXXV. An ACT to enable John Hewſon to enlarge and carry on the by. 
fineſs F callico printing and bleaching within this fate. 


XXXVI. An AC T to incorporate the Newtown Library Company, i 
Bucks county. 


XXXVII. A4. ACT for the appointment of a Regi r. General, for th 
purpoſe of regiſtering the accounts of this Nate. 


XXXVIII. 4 SUPPLEMENT 75 the ad, 3 « A Suppl 
„% ment to the act, entituled © An Act to enforce the due collection | 
«« payment of taxes within this commonwealth.” 


Which laws were, as uſual, Seppted 1 in the Rolls-Office. 


The Houſe then adjourned until the Third TuzsDaY in Avon 
next, 


PETER ZACHARY LLOYI 
Clerk of the General Aſemby. 
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he following Reaſons for diſſenting from the Reſolutions of the 
Houſe of March 24th, reſpefting the calling a Convention, for 
the purpoſe of altering the Conſtitution of this Commonwealth, 
not having been handed in in time to be inſerted in their pro- 
fer place, are here annexed. 


E diſſent for the following reaſons :—— | ' 
I. For that the conſtitution of this ſtate has wiſely provided for a 
aceable and orderly reformation of our government, if it ſhall be thought 
require it, by a Council of Cenfors, who are to be elected once in every 
en years, and whoſe ſtated time of election and meeting will. be in the 
xt year: and although we admit that in our government, as well as in 
others, the community hath a right to reform, alter, or aboliſh the 
ernment, in ſuch manner as a majority of the people ſhall think right; 
the people themſelves are ſufficiently able to judge when the neceſſity 
a revolution ſhall arrive; and we :think it highly improper, to fay no 
e, that the ſervants of the people, appointed under the conſtitution, 
the purpoſe of maintaining, ſupporting, and executing the conſtitution, - 
> are bound by the ſolemnity of an oath to maintain the rights of the 
ple, as declared in the conſtitution, ſhould undertake a meaſure like the 
ent, which .is evidently calculated, as far as the power and influence of 
Houſe can extend, to ſubvert and deſtroy the conſtitution. 
For that every government acquires reſpe& and force from age, and 
people are more diſpoſed to obedience, more pleaſed, and more happy, 
n, added to the authority of laws, their government has acquired the 
ion of ancient examples, and the veneration which all men are diſpoſed 
ay to the opinions and practice of antiquity; and it is therefore of infi- 
conſequence to form a good conſtitution in the beginning, and to adhere 
t when formed. Frequent changes in government naturally deſtroy 
reſpe& which is ſo eſſential to its weight and energy; one change leads 
other, and frequent changes are too apt to end in the contempt of 
, confuſion and anarchy, even where they are effected in the moſt 
eable manner: but this is not all—the precedent eſtabliſhed on this 
on will be introductory of a ruinous fluctuation in the principles of 
mment ; its conſequences may be feuds and factions. As few revolutions 
rought about without bitter and lafting animoſities, contentions and 
ce, we cannot apprehend that anticipating one ſingle year, or even 
years, in the attempt to change the form of government, is worth 
ndangering the peace of the community, and the riſque of bringing 
overnment into irreparable contempt. | | THEE, 
J. For that we cannot apprehend the preſent conftitution of this ſtate 
in any wiſe inconſiſtent with the new fœderal conſtitution. The 
oment of the United States we know to be paramount to our own, 
4” 3 F | E f and 
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and that our laws cannot be ſuffered to interfere with theirs: But we 
not conceive that our conſtitution is calculated to claſh with that of th 
United States, any more than thoſe of the other ſtates in the Union, and 
we do not find that the other ſtates have yet deemed it neceſſary to chan 
their conſtitutions. Ours, as well as theirs, will be confined perhaps t 
fewer objects, and our laws will be more ſubject to controul than here: 
fore, but the conſtitution of the United States neither needs nar demand 
the alteration of the ſtate conſtitutions. The conſtitutions of the individ 
Kates and that of the United States may move each in its own (phe 
without claſhing, for any thing we can diſcover to the contrary, Th, 
Judges of Penn/yſvania will not be empowered to contradict the laws d 
the United States, but Judges of the ſeparate ſtates will be bound by 
| laws of the United States; and the Judges of the United States will be {uf 
ciently authoriſed, by the expreſs terms of their Conſtitution, to prevent th 
interference of our laws with theirs : For by the ſixth article of the feeder 
conſtitution, that conſiitution, and the laws of the United States whit 
e ſhall be made in purſuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which ſh 
* be made, under the authority of the United States, ſhall be the ſupreme li 
« of the land, and the Judges in every ſtate ſhall be bound thereby, any thin 
* in the conſtitution or laws of any ſtate to the contrary notwithſtanding 
This reaſon therefore appears to us to be a mere pretence ; the fact is, th 
we are not authoriſed to judge of the extent of the powers and juriſdidi 
of the fœderal government; theſe are to be determined elſewhere, u 
nothing that one ſtate alone can do will either extend or abridge them; n 
can we pretend to frame a government which ſhall quadrate with the 
They will be bounded by no limits that we can preſcribe, but will exe 
their powers in their own way, and in whatever extent may appear il 
ceſſary to them. Nothing leſs than the combined authority of all the ſa 
can ſet bounds to the powers of the fœderal government; and if a Conn 
tion of this ſtate were to attempt it, they might be found to vary fr 
the opinion of the United States. Beſides, it is by no means improbil 
that the fœderal government may yet receive very material amendmen 
and that ſpeedily ; ſo that if alterations were at all proper to be made int 
government, in order to comply with the fœderal conſtitution, it wol 
even in that caſe, be our duty to wait the meeting of the new Cong 
and the reſult of the applications from different ſtates for amendments, . 
IV. For that we apprehend one part of the preamble to the {ſecond 
ſolution, and that part which will probably excite the molt attention, wil 
declares ** the burthen and expences of the preſent form of government 
% with difficulty borne,” is unfounded in fact. By the ſtatement of 
.Comptroller-General, the expences of government, including incidental! 
pences, is (eſtimated at 7wenty-eight thouſand pounds per annum; and til 
future will be conſiderably lefſened. The expences of government in Vi 
nia are annually upwards of forty thouſand pounds, and in that of Meſſi 
ſetta-Bay upwards of thirty thouſand pounds; in each of them, confide 
greater than that of Pennfyluania. And the true way of judging wht 
or not the preſent form of government is unfriendly to economy h 
comparing it with that of other ſtates, of the ſame, or nearly the fam: 
tent and number of inhabitants-: Nor can we conceive that creating ant 


branch of the Legiſlature (which is the avowed object of thoſe who 


e 


Bake {1 8 

or an alteration of the conſtitution) by which two ſetts of men are to be 
jintained in the Legiſlature inſtead of one, can leſſen the expence of go- 
ment. The defect in the former ſyſtem of continental government 
nfiſted in the want of power in the United States, and not merely in the 
rm of government. The ſtates under the old confederation had denied to 
ongreſs the power to fulfil its engagements either with foreigners or its 
un citizens; of collecting money, or regulating trade; in ſhort, it was 
eſtitute of authority :—And if that authority, which was deficient in itſelf, 
id been divided into two or three branches, or into two or three and twenty, 
never could have mended the matter. A body without ſtrength would 
weak with an hundred hands. If the expences of government are too 
e it is in the power of the Legiſlature to leſſen them, and there is no 
ceflity for calling a Convention for this purpoſe ; nor can we conceive it to 
a ſufficient reaſon for tearing the government in pieces, and riſking more 
portant evils. . 

V. For that we are firmly perſuaded the government and conſtitution of 
1flvania has diſcovered as few faults upon tryal as any on the continent. 
number of people have watched from the beginning, for every opportunity 
decry it, and every miſchief which they could poſſibly diſcover or occaſion 
been too often aſcribed to the ſyſtem. Under the preſent conſtitution, 
myloania has preſerved her credit, and paid the intereſt of her debts, with 
e punctuality, and to a greater amount, than any other ſtate in the union; 
has ſince the peace been able to ſink a very conſiderable part of the aggre- 
debt accumulated by her in the courſe of the late war; beſides all this, 
1jlvania is dne of the foremoſt ſtates in complying with the demands of 
United States ; ſhe has paid her quotas of the requiſitions of .Congreſs 
to the year 1786, and hath advanced to the United States to the value 
yeral millions of dollars in ſpecie during the late war. A defect has 
ubtedly exiſted in the fœderal plan of union; the conſtitutions of the 
have been much leſs defective. Ours we believe to be one of the beſt. 
ay have defects, and thoſe defects may be remedied in a conſtitutional 
But if we begin to tear up foundations, we are perſuaded a much 
dangerous ſyſtem will be eſtabliſhed in its ſtead. TY 


Thomas Kennedy, William Todd, 
| | James Alliſon, TFames Marſhall, 
Jobn Ludwig, T homas Beale, 
James Fohnſon, Jobn Gilchreeſt, 
Facob Miley, Theophilus Philips, 
| James. M<Lene, Tohn Piper, 
Jonatban Hoge, Adam Ortb, 
David Mitebell, James Barr. 
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